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Don Crowder: The Great

(and last) White Hope

“Having Clancy as superintendent was like eating dog food. Making
Crowder superintendent might raise it to hamburger — but when are we
going to ger some steak? — A Flint Board of Education member
commenting on the firing of Peter Clancy and the contemplated hiring of his
protege Donald Crowder.

It doesn’t seem possible that one year after the Flint School Board dumped
Peter Clancy as superintendent that they are thinking about naming his
assistant, Donald Crowder, as his successor. Two persons have rejected the
job offer and so now the board feels they must ‘‘settle’” with Crowder. We
can’t imagine a worse choice.

When Don Crowder was director of secondary education for the school
district his main ‘“‘accomplishment’ was closing down the student service
centers in all four city high schools. The centers provided an alternative
counseling program for students who were having a problem. They acted as
places of refuge for students who found the daily grind to be too much to
handle.

Crowder, though. received a lot of pressure from a couple of right wing
groups in the community who. equated ‘‘humanistic™® programs with
communism. Fearful of these nuts, Crowder systematically did everything in
his power to shut down the student-run centers. After promising to keep them
open if the 1977 millage passed, he closed them down two months after the
voters approved the millage.

Crowder is not known for his creative approach to education and instituted
nothing new in his previous job except the idea of the five hour day. He is
remembered by many for his refusal to see a group of black parents who had a
number of complaints and wanted a hearing before him.

And perhaps, therein lies the crux behind the Crowder bandwagon. He

:sents the Great White Hope in Flint who support the status quo. With
over 60% of the school children in Flint being black the board has been forced
to look for a more representative superintendent. When Everett Williams (a
black man from New Orleans) suddenly — and mysteriously — changed his
mind. the board turned to the idea of Crowder as if to say, *‘well, we tried, but
the black man we otfered the job to didn't want it, so what are we supposed to
do?"" What's even more shocking is that the three black board members are
leaning toward Crowder

It"s been apparent for some time that certain board members have had no
intention of naming a black superintendent. What a sigh of relief they gave
when Williams turned the job down! Waiting in the wings was their ace in the
hole, Donald Crowder, acting superintendent and owner of a large bean farm
in Lapeer County. :

The VOICE believes that the board should continue their search for a
person who will serve the children of Flint with a warm and sincere heart.
They should in no way feel they have to settle for a can of dog food thinly
disguised as hamburger.

Flint needs a storefront
food co-op

We at the Flint VOICE just found out that a friend of ours, age 24, has
cancer. The doctor told him that it was probably caused by sodium
nitrate — the preservative found in hamburger, hot dogs, bacon and lunch
meats.

We are very saddened by this news. And when we stop to think about the
implications of this whole mess, we become very angry.

In reality, American agribusi is murdering our friend and many of your
friends. Murder is a harsh word, isn’t it? These corporations wouldn't
knowingly inject cancer-causing chemicals into our food, would they?

Well, they do. The only thing they're concerned about killing off is their
profits. Make the meat fast, cheap, convenient and long-lasting. That’s what
the people want.

The VOICE believes that there are many people in our community who
don’t want to live this kind of lifestyle any longer. They want to eat foods that
are fresh, natural, whole. No preservatives, no chemicals, no cancer.

A number of food co-ops exist in Flint that provide these kinds of foods.
Unfortunately, most do not take any new members. Few of these co-ops speak
to the needs of the poor. To date, there is no concerted effort to provide an
alternative to Hamady's and Kroger's.

We support the formation of a storefront co-op that will provide natural
foods at reduced prices. There has been much talk among the individual
co-ops (or “‘buying clubs’’) about starting a storefront but so far there has
been little action. :

Flint is the only major city in Michigan without a storefront food co-op. Like
many other things about our town, we fall way behind other communities in
improving the quality of life in Flint. Book co-ops, women's centers,
alternative arts, film societies, free medical clinic, alternative energy
programs — where are they in Flint?

Somehow we need to jolt ourselves out of our complacency. We were, this
week, when we heard what sodium nitrate had done to our friend. Boycott
Hamady, Kroger, Meijer’s, Farmer Pete, Herrud, Oscar Meyer and
McDonald’s! They could care less what they put out on their shelves. Let’s
work together to create an alternative — and to save our lives.
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