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By Michael Moore

“The Midland Nuclear Plant will
never open!’’

That's the vow made by the Huron
Alliance which will sponsor, along with
30 other organizations, the largest
anti-nucclear demonstration ever to
take place in Michigan on April 21 at
the Midland Plant.

Already, due to five months of
planning, the recent accident near
Harrisburg, Pa., and the enormous
popularity of **The China Syndrome’’
the Alliance is receiving indications
that its original estimate of 500 - 800
people may be far too low.

“Don’t be too surprised if you see
triple that number on April 21,”
commented one member.

The Midland Nuclear Power Plant
was suppose to open in 1974 at a cost
of $235 million. Today, Consumers
Power hopes to open the plant in 1982
at a projected cost of $2.2 billion.

The story of the Midland nuke is a
long tale of neglect, mismanagement
and dangerous decisions.

In December of 1967, Consumers
Power and Dow Chemical announced
their decision to build two nuclear
power plants adjacent to the Dow
complex in Midland. One unit would
supply electricity to Consumers
customers and the other would supply
not only its customers but also Dow
with steam for its heating and cooling
processes. The Bechtel corporation
was hired to build the plants.

Unlike many communities across the
U.S. who fought the construction of a
nuclear facility near their homes, the
town of Midland, Michigan welcomed
the plant with open — and enthus-
iastic — arms. Over 15,000 Midland
people participated in a pro-nuclear
demonstration after the announcement
was made to build the plant less than a
mile from downtown Midland.

If that seems strange or shocking to
you, one need not look too closely to
see that Midland is the epitomy of
what a ‘‘company town’’ is all about:
Dow Library, Dow Gardens, Dow High
School, Midland (Dow) Center for the
Arts, and so on. Everyone’s existence
in Midland literally depends on the
function of Dow Chemical.
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The happy atmosphere created by
Consumers, Dow, and Bechtel soon
broke down and a bitter fight amongst
themselves began the demise of the
Midland Nuclear Facility.

Bechtel had created so many
construction errors that the eight year
delay in opening the plant was
financially ruining Consumers Power.
They were already near bankruptcy in
1975 because of their miserable failure
of their Palisades Plant (shut down
over 50 times for repairs in its first five
years) built by none other than
Bechtel. Consumers sued Bechtel for
$300 million; they got $14 million.

The list of hazardous construction
mishaps is frightening:

— bad welds in the reactor core

— the generating building which has
sunk up to ten inches into the ground
— an 880 acre cooling pond which will
impair vision and release radiation for
miles around the plant

The poor quality of construction led
the Atomic Energy Commission to
reprimand Consumers in April of 1978
stating that they ‘‘were more
concerned with building the plant
quickly than properly.”’

Dow Chemical could see the writing
on the wail. Delays, construction
errors, strikes, regulatory action, and
Consumers’ chronic financial prob-
lems led Dow to believe that this
“‘cheap and easy’’ form of energy
promised to them was a white
elephant, a boondoggle.

Forced by the state to clean up their
air (the worst pollution area in
Michigan) Dow decided that alterna-
tive forms of energy would be less
costly than the nuclear plants. But
when they attempted to break their

“China Syndrome”’’:

Incisive, powerful ﬁlm

If you're indifferent to the issue of
nuclear power now, chances are you
won’t be after seeing ‘‘The China
Syndrome.”” Jane Fonda, Jack
Lemmon and Michael Douglas star in
an exceptional film about a TV news
crew that stumbles on an accident at a
nuclear power plant.

When they try to expose what they
saw, and secretly filmed, a series of
events transpires revealing the
complicity of the utility and the head of
the TV station in a cover-up.

**The China Syndrome’' portrays

this series of events with startling
dramatic impact

Events depicted in

the film in many cases parallel real-life
occurances, the most notable being a
scene in which a man on his way to a
nuclear safety hearing with proof of
unsafe practices at the nuclear plant is
forced off the road and into a ravine.
Karen Silkwood, a young employee of
the Kerr-McGee nuclear facility in
Oklahoma, was killed in a similar
‘‘accident’’ while on her way to an
appointment with a New York Times
reporter. She too had damaging
evidence.

The film is as much of an indictment
against superficial TV news reporting
as it is against nuclear power.

See it. It's guaranteed to move you.
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— Who will insure everyone for all the
property damage that would occur in
event of such a meltdown?

To date, Consumers has refused to
answer these questions, mainly
because the answer is no one and
nothing. The demonstrators intend on
presenting their list of demands again
to Consumers officials on April 21 and
will continue to do so until “‘we are
given an honest and complete
answr."

contract with Consumers, the utility
threatened them with a $600 million
lawsuit. Dow decided to stay in their
deal with Consumers Power

As of this past fall, the Midland
Nuclear Plant was only half completed.
Consumers announced that they
intend to raise their customers rates by
10% to pay for the cost of the
construction — this in addition to their
25% request now pending.

There are still a number of
unanswered questions about the
nuclear facility that have not been
answered.

— How will the radioactive wastes be
stored safely and securely for the next
250,000 years?

— What is the evacuation plan for the
Saginaw Valley area if there is a
meltdown at the Midland Plant?

The generating building at the
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William James
College

integrates
career and liberal arts
education
in a 4 year program
—individualized academic programs and advising
—practical experience through off-campus internships
—credit - no credit grading and portfolios
—the intimacy of a small college and the resources of a
large campus

Our graduates are making careers in:
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* social work

environmental studies

e city & regional planning e writing

* art & design

¢ photography
* counseling

For further information contact:
Port of Entry Office
William James College
Grand Valley State Colleges
Allendale, Michigan 49401
(616) 895-6611, ext. 667

* management

¢ video/film

* and more
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