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Save the

Capitol Theatre!

The Capitol Theatre in downtown
Flint is the last of a dying breed of
movie houses built in the early part of
this century. Seating for hundreds,
Greek and Roman architecture
adorning the building, huge movie
screens, and a stage for concerts,
vaudeville or plays.

They're all gone now—the Michi-
gan, the Bijou, the Strand, the Durant,
the Palace, the Regent, the Garden,
the Broadway—all except the Capitol.

Today, though, the Capitol is all but
dead. Resigned to showing Kung Fu
and Black exploitation on weekends,
the Capitol sits as an empty shell that
symbolizes the emptiness of entertain-
ment and culture in Flint.

Having switched management a
number of times in recent years, the
Capitol has sporatically tried to make a
go of it with occasional rock concerts
(Joe Cocker, Kansas), plays (*‘Hair"’,
**Oh, Calcutta’’), and an occasional
good film. But the usual fare has been
concerts with less than a hundred
people in attendance, films that glorify
Black stereotypes, and weeks upon
weeks of nothing but a closed theatre
with a marque three months old.

There is no reason things have to be
this way. Other cities in Michigan have
made their old theatres into
community showpieces with high
quality entertainment nightly.

A few examples:

* The Royal Oak Theatre with rock

acts and films booked every night;
®* The Punch and Judy Theatre in
Grosse Point with top level jazz, folk
and blues groups with an alternative
film theatre that runs on nights when
there are no concerts;
* Butterfield Theatres in downtown
Saginaw, Ann Arbor and Lansing often
have concerts and other shows
scheduled into their theatres (Flint is
the only city where Butterfield has
completely pulled out of the downtown
area);
® The Bijou Theatre in Grand Rapids
which exclusively shows foreign and
alternative films each night of the
week in a small theatre which seats
only 100 people.

The Voice would like to make the
following proposal to the owners of the
Capitol Theatre:

1.Either sell the theatre to someone
who knows how to run a theatre or:
2.Hire someone who has the
intelligence and the creativity to make
the Capitol Theatre an exciting,
enjoyable place to go to. This can be
accomplished by showing good second
run movies (charging $2.00 admission
at all times), letting the community
use the theatre for various functions,
bring in first rate rock, jazz, soul, and
folk acts and set up an aggressive
publicity campaign to bring people
back to the decaying, rotting Capitol
Theatre.

AP

Fast Village Cinema

The East Village Cinema has
announced their fall schedule, with
nine of their fifteen films being shown
for the first time in Flint.

The Cinema functions as Flint's
non-profit, alternative film theatre
which brings to town the best in
foreign and American films. The
Cinema is located in the Flint U-M
auditorium in their old building on E.
Court S5t. next to the Mott College
campus.

Admission this season is still only
$2.00. Natural foods and refreshments
will be sold and most features will be
preceeded by a short or a cartoon. All
showings will be held on Friday and
Saturday evenings at 7:00 and 9:30
p-m. (unless otherwise noted).

Season tickets for the entire series
will be $15.00 for 15 films and will be
available along with single tickets at
all Recordlands, Rocka Rollas,

Grapevine, Bonanza Jellybean,
MiddlEarth and Merlin’s Retreat.
Tickets go on ‘sale August 17th.
The schedule for the fall

follows:

¢ Bananas, Sept. 7 & 8

* A Slave of Love, Sept. 14 & 15

= James Dean Festival, Sept. 21 & 22
® Quintet, Sept. 28 & 29

oIf, Oct. 5 & 6 E

* Welcome to L.A., Oct. 12 & 13

* to be announced

® Mr. Klein, Oct. 26 & 27

® Carnal Knowledge, Nov. 2 & 3

* 1900, Nov. 9 & 10

® The Last Waltz, Nov. 16 & 17

* Days of Heaven, Nov. 30 & Dec. 1

* Lenny, Dec. 7 & 8

® Bread & Chocolate, Dec. 14 & 15

* The Last Supper, Dec. 21 & 22

Look for a full schedule and .

explanation in the September issue of
the Voice. For more information, call
the Hotline Center at 742-1230.
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Is your water safe?
Are you drinking good water?

Why not use our water distiller?

It cleans all water!

For a FREE water test call 743-3740
Water Pure Distributors

By Patrice Warner-Isaac

It's a Saturday night in Flint. Which
Saturday night of the month or even
the time of year it is isn't relevant.
Repetition has been obvious in the idle
minds of the workers who have
habitually punched General Motors
time clocks around this town for at
least their generation and that of their
parents. So as each Saturday night
brings an end to monotonous weeks
more repetition seems appropriate for
the bored majority of the predominant-
ly industrial culture found in Flint.

Escapism is evident in any of the
local discos. Memories of a tedious
existance can be drowned out with
Rum Runners, Pina Coladas or just a
good ole Miller’s. Not only is everyone
dressed the same as Calvin Klein,
carbon copies of Soul Train, reeking of
Yves 5t. Laurent and J & B, their
vocabulary consists of identical slang,
while their dance steps, turns and all
other associated movements are
synchronized to echos of preceding
sounds.

The rock and roll establishments are
similar with blaring music eliminating
any hope of conversation. In either
locale it's unfortunate that either sex
can’t patronize these businesses and
socialize without ever present drunks
literally falling all over them with
invitations for an equally repetitious

Flint needs a coffeehouse

and unfulfilling rendezvous,

S0 where is there to go at night, or
any time in Flint, that people can
communicate with each other, stay
sober and listen to good music? There
are still individuals, both older and
younger who don’t drink alcohol more
than occasionally, if at all. They're
open to diverse types of music but
value their audio senses, as well as
‘desiring the chance to relax and
converse with others who share
common interests.

I personally have overheard various
business people around town refer to
the need for a jazz establishment in
Flint. And despite the fact a couple
places offer folk music, it's
accompanied with liquor which
shouldn't be a prerequisite for
enjoying good music of any kind.
There have got to be people with
available capital willing to invest in a
‘‘coffee house'’ for the purpose of
sober interactions mixed  with
innovative talents. Juices, coffee and
soft drinks are very relaxing and
enjoyable when shared with others
who are into a mellower atmosphere
than is experienced at existing clubs.

It's time at least one business
person realized the only profit motive
in Flint isn't found in a Seagram’'s
bottle poured to the tune of Donna
Summer. A coffee house would be
more than welcome and is long
overdué here in Buicktown.






