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Employment
or extinction?

Even in these times of cutbacks in
social services, politicians are fond of
stressing  their commitment to
providing jobs for everyone who wants
one, if only it were possible. The
problem, they would explain, is that
the private sector must do the hiring
and they can only take what they need.
Private companies, you see, must keep
their attention focused on the *‘bottom
line'’. The fact is, our *‘employment’’
program is mainly concerned with
protecting profits and incentivies.
There seems to be far less concern for
those of us who, due to the nature of
our economic system, are forced to sell
our labor in order to survive. This
combination can scarcely be expected
to result in any real solution to our
unemployment

Another more prominent culprit in
our unemployment situation is our
defense budget. President Carter,
despite promises to the contrary, has
proposed a ten percent increase in our
military budget, even in the light of
urgent pronouncements about the
need for belt tightening. Apparently
the military establishment is exempt
from this kind of requirement. Indeed,
in the words of a House Budget
Committee staffer, ‘‘The only part of
the budget that automatically and
unquestioningly gets an increase for
inflation is military spending. All they
argue about is how much more money
to give the Pentagon."’

To give a clearer idea of what kind of
drain on the economy is caused by
excessive military spending, a recent
article in Ms. Magazine proposed the
question: what would you, as

President, do with a $21 billion surplus
that the Pentagon had this year? You
could provide thousands of jobs for
unemployed young adults, revive our
inner cities, make life a lot more
livable for older Americans and turn
our day care program into a
showpiece. All this and much, much
more. For the cost of two B-1 bombers,
any medium sized city could build an
excellent mass transit system,
something that would create jobs, not
just suck up money and fuel military
expansion.

What is necessary is to re-examine

our entire concept of national security.
Can there be any virtue in being able
to destroy the Soviet Union several
times over? Even former Secretary of
Defense and Vietnam war architect!
Robert McNamara says no. He reasons
that ‘‘at present levels, military
expenditures offer only greater risk,
greater danger, and greater delay in
getting on ‘with life's real purposes.’”
Excessive military spending, he
added, “‘can erode security rather than
enhance it.””

It becomes apparent that we must
begin to seriously question just what
kind of military spending policy we're
going to follow, indeed, whether we
have one at all save for: more is better.
Well, more wasteful spending is not
better for anyone. The solution to
unemployment is as simple as the will
to carry it out. The original
Humphrey-Hawkins full employvment
bill gave Americans the right to sue
the government if they were not
provided a job opportunity.

Jobs are not a luxury, they are a
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It's all at
the T-Bird!
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LIVE Rock & Roll!
Wednesday thru Sunday

Sunday is Tequilla Night

IT'S HAPPENING AT 3017 LIPPENCOTT.

T-BIRD LOUNGE

""" ;- Open 10:30a.m.
'til 2:30a.m.

““T’’ Shirts, ‘‘T’’ Dresses
Imprinted Sportswear
Team Uniforms

CUSTOM PRINTING
FOR
YOUR CLUB
GROUP OR TEAM

767-1920

Open 10 to 6

Monday through Saturday

Sunday Noon to 6

Flint Screen Works Inc.

145 E. Second at Harrison







