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r TURNING POINTS

Twinkie defense
helps Dan White
beat murder rap

The makers of Hostess Twinkies are
reacting with a mixture of outrage and
amusement at allegations that eating
too many Twinkies just might turn
some people into crazed killers.

The so-called *“*Twinkie Defense’

was employed with success by
attorneys representing former San
Francisco supervisor Dan White.

White's defense team had contended
that White had stuffed himself with
Twinkies and other junk food shortly
before he shot Mayor George Moscone
and Supervisor Harvey Milk to death
in their offices last year.

White's attorney argued that the
sugary ingredients of the junk foods
increased White's depressed state of
mind, causing him to commit the
murders with *‘diminished capacity”
to judge right and wrong.

The jurors found White guilty of the
lowest possible charge, voluntary
manslaughter, instead of first degree
or second degree murder. Now
attorneys for a second murder
defendant in San Francisco say that
they too will use the ‘‘Twinkie
Defense,’’ contending that their client
was also under the influence of too
many junk foods when he reportedly
committed his act.

Back in Rye, New York, the folks at_
the ITT Continental Baking Com-
pany—the makers of the Twinkie—are
terming the argument behind the
so-called **Twinkie Defense’’ as being
**absolutely ridiculous.’’

Continental’s Paul Khan used such
words as *‘poppycock’’ and *“‘erap’’ in
describing the idea that overdosing on
Twinkies can lead to murderous
behavior.

Says Khan—in his words—"'Eating
too many Twinkies certainly will not
make you a murderer. ''But,”” Khan
added, *‘It might make you fat.”

Quakers discover
secret plans
for the draft

The Selective Service System (555),
in an out-of-court settlement, has
reportedly turned over thousands of
pages of documents outlining its plans
to reinstate the draft, should Congress
approve such an action.

The disclosure of the information
was the result of a freedom of
information. lawsuit filed in Philadel-
phia by the Quaker Organization, the

Friends Peace Committee, after the
SSS previously denied the group
access to the documents.

The settlement is aid to be

unprecedented because it is the first

time planning documents about the
draft have been released by the
government. The documents reported-
ly reveal that the Selective Service
plans to have a one or two day
registration drive that would be
conducted in fire stations, armories,
schools and colleges, instead of the
continuous registration process that
had been used in the past.

Tom Conrad, a spokesperson for the
Quaker group, says that the Selective
Service is planning—in his words—
“To stuff local draft boards with
members who may be hostile to
conscientious objectors and opponents
of the draft.”’ Conrad says most board
members would be conscripted from
the American Legion and the Veterans
of Foreign Wars.

NBC
blacklists
Jane Fonda

The RCA Corporation, the parent
company of NBC, is said to have
launched a crusade to undermine the
effectiveness and minimize the TV
exposure of actress Jane Fonda.

The Chicago Tribune says that the
RCA corporate leaders are still reeling
in anger at remarks made by Fonda
years ago when she accused RCA of
““war  profiteering'’ during the
Indochina War. In addition, RCA is
also said to be angered by Fonda’s
outspoken opposition to - nuclear
power.

NBC recently announced, without
explaining its that the
Reddy-Fonda special would be delayed
until at least August at the earliest.
Reddy's husband Jeff Wald became so
upset at that delay that he personally
purchased the rights to the telecast
from NBC for more than $500,000 and
then sold the special to ABC.

reasons,

The Tribune's radic and TV
columnist Gary Deeb reports that
RCA's dislike of Fonda recently
caused NBC to postpone a Helen
Reddy-Jane Fonda special that had
been taped by the network and
originally scheduled to be aired in
May.

The show, originally titled *‘Helen
Reddy’s First NBC Special,”” aired on
ABC on May 22nd.

The Tribune reports that, much to
RCA’s chagrin, NBC also purchased
the rights to televise Fonda’'s
award-winning movie “*Coming
Home.”' The newspaper says that
despite the movie's big audience
potential, RCA  has  apparently
convinced NBC not to promote its
plans to televise the Fonda film next
season.

Warren

High School
laces spies

in classroom

The American Civil Liberties Union
has filed a lawsuit against a high
school district in Warren, Michigan, to
stop the district's practice of assigning
police undercover agents to classes.

The school district has admitted to
sending undercover cops to classes in
sociology and psychology taught by
two teachers the district considered
“‘radical.”’

Neither the teachers in question nor
the school’'s principal was told of the
presence of the cops who were posing
as students. District officials say the
two classes were singled out because
students in those classes felt free to
discuss their feelings. The police
reportedly gathered evidence on drug
use.

The lawsuit charges that the secret
surveillance by police in the classroom
creates an atmosphere of mistrust and
fear in the school.

Dial, Safeguard
can give you
brain damage

OUI Magazine is reporting that
many deodorant soaps currently
popular in America today contain an
antibacterial ingredient which has the
potential to cause brain damage,
injury to the spleen and atrophy to the
testicles.

The magazine says that the soaps in
question—including Dial, Coast, Irish
Spring, Safeguard and Zest—contain
the antibacterial Triclo-
carbon.

ingredient

OUI says that the documents and
testimony from Senator Edward
Kennedy's subcommittee on health
and scientific research indicates that
Triclocarbon or T-C-C, manufactured

by the Monsanto Company, was
inadequately tested by one of
America’s major drug testing

companies, Industrial Bio-Test Labor-
atories (IBT), of Northbrook, Illinois.
The magazine charges that despite
this, and strong indications that T-C-C
causes brain damage, injury to the

- spleen and atrophy to the testicles, the

Food and Drug Administration has
failed to take the chemical off the
market.

The IBT Corporation has reportedly
conducted about one-third of all
chemical safety testing done in the US
over the last decade. The chemicals
tested permeate a wide variety of
prescription and over the counter
drugs, food additives, pesticides,
herbicides, and dyes.

QUI says that, besides the faulty
testing charges involving T-C-C, IBT is
said to have approved such chemicals
as Phosvel, a pesticide which has been
found to cause nervous system
disorders, Methaphyrilene, an antihis-
tamine which has been linked
conclusively to liver cancer in rats, and
Paraquat, an herbicide found to cause,
among other things, lung damage.

OUT says that despite the fact that
IBT’s testing track record is not very
good, the FDA has failed to conduct
tests on some 22,500 chemicals IBT is
said to have approved.

OUI suggests that one reason for
that may be the fact that so many
officials of regulatory agencies, such
as the FDA, hold financial interests in
the very same companies they're
responsible for regulating. The
magazine says that the FDA, as a case
in point, even went so far as to issue
instructions to its employees on how to
get around the law regarding such
conflicts of interest.
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