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5000 March on Lansing
Demanding ‘‘No Nukes”’

Approximately 5,000 angry, deter-
mined people marched in Lansing on
Sunday, October 21st, in a further
effort to stop all nuclear power and
weapons in the state of Michigan.

To many people, the march repre-
sented a turning point in Michigan’s
anti-nuclear movement.

Organized by the October 21st
Coalition—a broad based alliance of
over 30 anti-nuclear groups from all
over the state (including Flint’s Huron
Alliance)—the march covered a dis-
tance of about a mile from the
Riverfront Park arca to the State
Capitol building. A three hour rally
featuring speakers from a wide assort-
ment of organizations within and
outside the state opposed to nuclear
power and weapons followed the
march.

Among the speakers at the rally
were journalist Howard Moreland,
Andrea Chessman (a resident of the
Three Mile Island arca), activist and
feminist folksinger Holly Near. and
Wally Feather of the American Indian
Movement.

The aims of the march were twofold:
(1) to make a mass statement against
all forms of nuclear power at the seat
of the state's legislative power; and (2)
to launch a drive towards other forms
of anti-nuclear protest around the state
in the future, including acts of
non-violent civil disobedience and rate
strikes against power and utility
companies (Consumers Power and
Detroit Edison) involved in the con-
struction of nuclear power plants.

The response to the numerous calls
for civil disobedience throughout the
march and rally was overwhelming,
leading a large number of anti-nuclear
activists to call the march a major
stepping stone in the development of a
more forceful anti-nuclear movement
in the state.

The statement which perhaps best
summed up the need for both the
march and the development of a
movement towards non-violent civil
disobedience came from freelance
writer Howard Moreland, author of the
Progressive magazine article on the
relative ease with which a hydrogen
bomb can be constructed (the article
which earned Moreland the dubious
distinction of being the first person in
United States history to be subjected
to a pre-publication injunction against
his work), who said: ““We will not
make it to the 21st century living in a
nuclear society.”’

Participants in the rally were struck
by the diversity of representation
during the demonstration and by the
serious, determined mood of the
crowd. Despite the warm, sunny
weather, it was not a demonstration
with a casual, picnic-like atmosphere.
The thousands who were there had
come to show their firm, lasting
opposition to nuclear power. With
memories of Three Mile Island and
almost daily news reports of problems

at many of the nation’s approximately
70 operating nuclear plants fresh in
their minds, people from all parts of
Michigan and neighboring states (as

well as Canada) gathered together to
show their absolute resistance to all
and






