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Flint’s ‘rock roots’

by Peter Cavanaugh

For the past ten to twelve years.
Sherwood Forrest and the I.M.A. have
been the “‘rock paluces™ of Flint,
showecasing practically major
rock star usually before they hit it big.

This year, both the IM.A. and
Sherwood Forest are closing for good.
The IL.M.A. will become
called (v Mot Founda-
tion sponsared car museum
Flint needs!) and the yei-unannounced
plans for Sherwood Forest guarantee
that it will be jor something
completely different t

We thought it would he a firting
tribute to these two places 1o ask the
first

every

something

“Autoworld
frse whar

used

wmn rock-n-roll

person  responsible  for  therr

concerts to coniment on the stare of
rock-n-roll in Flint, MI. The [oflowing
is a somewhat disjointed diatribe
straight (?) from the mind of Peter C
Cavanaugh, long time D.J. and now

General Manager of WIAC.,

perhaps. a
but it's

A atimensline S SisT
personal invention of my own
quite possible other people also do the
same thing by a different name yet
never discuss it. To me, a “‘time line™”
is where you take yourself back in your
head just as far as you can and then
proceed from the deepest regions of
your memory bank toward the present,
a layer at a time. After you do this little

interesting connections and angles and
things relating to other things which
you never really they
orginally came down.

noticed as

This *‘time line'" starts February 11,
1964,
Fourteen hours from Syracuse.

Straight through the heart of Canadian
winter to Bob Dell’s house. First time
in Flint. He lived near South what?
**South Dort?"* **D-0-R-T-?"" **What's
a Dort?"" **Some guy’'s name!"" '*What
a weird name!"" ‘*Yeah,
Dort?" Right straight out of the door
to Contos. Half as big then as now.
““Ray Emmett and the
Action! Rock-n-Roll! Six hours in this

how's your

Superiors!”’

new town and it was all right. Jim!
Seven 'til midnight on WTAC. Lots of
Beatle music. ‘*Beatle books.” 25%

nightime audience in Flint and, in one
of all listenership in the
Iri-cities area. WTRX was rockin’ too
back then, but didn’t go north like us.
Tough transistors!

Dell and 1 interview the
backstage at Olympia. Got
taken too. Pictures still here, the tapes
have vanished. **Record hops'” all the
time. Birch Run, Frankenmuth. Clio.
Mt. Morris, Davison, Flushing. etc.
etc. High school ‘‘hops™
but better and bigger 1o do it vourself.
Geno Washington at the National
Guard Armory. The Beach Boys, the
Four Seasons, and Chuck Berry at the

survey, 92°

Beatles
pictures

were cool,

“Big Wheel"" in Bay City. All in that
first year. Literally hundreds of small
clubs across the state. Groups would
play for gas money. Ten bucks. maybe
twenty on a good night, You would
rent a facility, put out flvers, get it on
the “*D.J. Datebook,”” hire a couple
cops (police officers) and let the good
times roll.

Through the next four years, they all

played through. Bob Seger. The
Yardbirds. Savoy Brown. Ted Nugent.
The Rationals, S$.R.C., MCS5, the
Wilson Mower Pursuit, Sonny and

Cher, The Kinks, Dave Clark Five,
Unrelated Segments, the *‘Pack.”’
course), Dick Wagner (Wagner back
then), the Three Stooges. and this list
could just go on and on.

Let’s flash on Jimi Hendrix in March
of '67 at the LM.A_, Flint's first heavy
metal show. I emceed it in suit and tie.
No kidding! Hendrix was tripped and
thought he was in Erie. Played around
thirty minutes and then left the stage
in a fit after his amps went bad. The

“'Fruit”’ opened the show.

Then there was Atwood
with Herman's Hermits headlining
and the **Who" kicked things off,
literally, with a Keith Moon field goal,
sending his drum head soaring right
on target during their now legendary
set destruction climax. We were real

Stadium

remembered him. He was hit in the
teeth by a bottle Keith was throwing at
Roger but missed, apparently having
exhausted his good fortune in projec-
tory precision earlier in the evening.
The kid wouldn't sue "cause he dug the
group. I did remember him.

Sherwood Forest. Did our first
“Wild Wednesday®® in June of "69. 1
patterned it after the Delta ‘‘Pop
Concert”” of January '69. Twelve
groups in twelve Our first
“indoor’’ Sunday concert at Sher-
wood, in October of "69, a series which
was to run every Sunday night from
mid-October through mid-March for
six solid years, was the MCS. They
kicked out the jams. Busted. Obseenity
charges. Fifty riot geared township
police charging into seven hundred
long-haired rockers. Peter C. arrested
for refusing to
“They paid 'til ten o’clock and we're
open ‘til ten o’clock!” Heavy stuff.

Our last “*Wild Wednesday'® head-
lined Ronnie Montrose when Montrose
featured Sammy lead
vocalist and took place June 25, 1974.
It was, both aesthetically and from a
crowd control perspective, our very
best ever.

hours.

close the concert.

Haggar as

The Michigan rock scene was being
strangled by national booking agencies
who had begun *‘packaging’” their
attractions and driving up concert
costs by 50 to 100% per year. You
think inflation comes from oil com-
panies? The next time you purchase a
ten dollar ticket and try to figure out
why the whole thing's so expensive,
just remember, they get it ‘cause you
pay it. “*Wild Wednesdays™ featured,
as | mentioned, twelve groups in
twelve hours and our final four would

recitation

unique

who

ill cost
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