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Flint’s first black-owned radio station opens

B‘ Claire i\‘[c. Clinton

ity of [I‘r1 w hl-\h is 40% B] ack
(60% students are Black) finally
has its first Black owned radio station,
WDZZ, 92.7 on the FM dial This
station hit the air waves on October 1
Flint Metro Mass Media, Inc.. which
owns the station, is comprised of Dr.
Clarence Kimbrough, Dr. Samuel Dis-
mond, Dr. Martin Beard, Dr. Warren
Southall, and Vern Merritt, the station's
general m ger.

Flint Metro was recommended for a
license by the F.C.C. in May of 1977.
Two other competing were
denied a license. were Fuqua
Communications, owner of WTAC, and
Flint Family Radio, Inc., a non-profit
organization wanting to start a Christian
radio station. F.C.C. Judge Joseph
Stirmer recommended the license be
granted to Flint Metro because he found
the greatest need in Flint was for Black
oriented programming. He also pointed
out that this would achieve "*maximum
diffusion of control of the mass com-
munications media'" in the area.

The battle, though, was not over. In
December, 1977, Flint Family Radio,
Inc., appealed the decision directly to
the F.C.C. in Washington. Flint Family
Radio rode the tide of reaction. It
declared that it would use the Bakke
case to fight for the license. Edward
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Rock-A Rolla Records and Elektra Records
s congratulate Harry Chapin for his 4th
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Kulvander of Flint Family Radio de-
clared that the issue was now one of
‘‘the tendency of the federal govern-
ment to favor the interest of minority
groups.”” He maintained that a Chris-
tian radio station would best serve the
interests of the community.

At that time the Bakke case was still
pending in federal court but was still
being championed in a number of other
cases to discredit or destroy equal
opportunities for minorities (history
reveals that some of the most vicious
attacks have been launched against
minorities under the banner of Chris-
tianity). Flint Metro president, Vern
Merritt, pointed out that the Black
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community is one ‘‘that has the most
problems, and a good conscientious
radio station addressing the needs (of
the Black community) could do a lot of
good for Flint and Genesee County.”

In December of 1978, the two groups
reached an agreement by which Metro
agreed to pay part of Flint Family
Radio’s expenses for the appeal if Flint
Family Radio dropped its appeal. Fi-
nally, on October 1, 1979, WDZZ made
history as Flint's first and Michigan's
second Black owned radio station. It
took a total of six years and more than
$300,000 to see it succeed.

WDZZ operates with 3,000 watts of
clear stereo with its tower and studios

appearance in Flint to support the Flint Voice
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* 200 W. Main St.,

* 2315 Holland St.,

* 4479 Miller Rd., Flint — 732-6751

* 425% S. Dort Hyw., Flint — 238-7070
Owosso — 732-5144

+ 2735 Bay at Wiess, Saginaw — 793-6951
Saginaw — 755-4501

« Gratiot at Victor, Shields — 781-0047
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located at the Genesee Towers in
downtown Flint. WDZZ is a station
which views itself as a service to the
total community. Its format is a mixture
of disco, jazz, ballads, gospel, pop and
blues. The emphasis is on projecting a
positive image of Black people. For
example, Music Director Curtis Sly Fox,
recalls a record which was commercially
popular, but which contained words that
were very derogatory and demeaning.
After about a week, the record was
pulled because, ‘‘we do not want to be
used as an instrument to push negative
images onto kids.""

News and information also reflect the
format which WDZZ projects. National
news is covered by way of the Sheraton
Broadcasting Network and local news,
called “*DZ 93 News Update’’ is headed
by Margo Williams.

The community is invited to call in
newsworthy items and public service
announcements can be run for free by
non-profit organizations. Public Service
Programming such as talk shows and
interviews will  help to round out
WDZZ's “‘positive and informative"”
format.

‘“We see Flint as a growing city and
want to be able to keep up with the
developments,’” says Wiggins.

DAZZ ON!
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