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Si';pping the Draft
Before It Starts
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those who have registered before—at
local post offices. When the actual
drafting begins, there will be no student
and marital deferments like there were
during the Vietnam War.

And Canada, our newly-discovered
“*good neighbor'” to the north won’t be
harboring draft dodgers this time
because it won't be a war they're
opposed to.

The politicians in Washington, seiz-
ing the opportunity that Iran and
Afganistan have given them, are confi-
dent that the nation’s young people will
offer no resistance this time around.

They may be dead wrong.

A sampling of opinion on the campus-
es of Flint Central High School, the
University of Michigan-Flint and Mott
Community College found almost unan-
imous opposition to registration and the
draft.

““No way—I] wouldn't go!” was
representative of the many comments
the Voice received.

Tim Chapman, a senior at the Valley
School and organizer of last summer’s
anti-draft rally in Flint, agreed that
there will be ‘‘massive resistance to the
draft,”” calling it “*an act of war against
young people.”

Jeff Brown, a junior at Central High
School, said that **I'm not going to fight
for oil or any other reason—the whole
thing is insane.”’

Phil Hines, also a student at Flint
Central said that **Exxon should go and
do their fighting—not us.'’ He said he
was going to begin organizing high
school students against the draft.

Mott College Student Senate presi-
dent Doris Coles said that she doesn’t
“*think it's right for the government and
the oil companies to get themselves in
these affairs and force us to go and fight
their war for them.”

Another student at Flint U of M
spelled out his feelings quite simply: I
don’t want the draft, 1 don’t want to see
it, and 1 don’t want anything to do with
{Liht

And a student at Mott summed up her
feelings with **Afgana—who?”’

The reaction from Flint area students
coincides with an NBC poll taken during
the last week of January that showed
close to 60% of those between 18-24
opposed the draft. Those 25 and over,
however, supported it by a 70%
majority.

With such widespread support for the
draft among older adulis, Rabbi Gerald
Schuster of Temple Beth El in Flint
reacted by saying that he's “in favor of
the draft only if it includes those up to
60 years old. If they do such a good job

of planning the wars, let them fight
them, also. Young people have been the
sacrificial victims for too long.™

Harold Ford, past president of the
Flint branch of the American Civil
Liberties Union, claimed that Carter
was ‘‘overestimating the apathy of our
youth. He's going to see young people
in the streets like he's never seen them
before."’

Paul Hammond, the director of
Peacewatch (a local anti-war group that
dissolved in 1972) said that **President
Carter has issued the charter for the
new anti-draft movement’’ and felt that
it will be “‘a lot harder to get young
people to even register”” this time
around.

Gretchen Hammond added that *'I
think I can live with a little less oil if it
means preventing the death of even one
person.”’

Fr. Phil Schmitter, a Catholic Priest
working in the north end of Flint, said
““his initial reaction is one of shock. How
can the American people—after the
lesson we learned with Vietnam—be
talking of war? All of that work we did to
bring about peace—marching, teach-
ing, protesting—all of it seems as if that
struggle never happened.

““We're back to the beginning once
again.'"

The marching, teaching and protest-
ing has already begun. On January 30,
over 1000 students participated in a
demonstration at the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor. It was the
largest demonstration held in Ann
Arbor since the Kent State murders

Students at Wayne State University
will hold a rally on Thursday, February
7 at the Student Services Building at
1:30 p.m.

A group of Lansing arca residents are
meeting at the Fast Lansing Peace
Education Center to plan local actions.
They can be contacted at (517) 337-9778.

All anti-draft activists from the Mid-
west will be meeting at Western
Michigan University in Kalamazoo on
Saturday, February 16 at 10:00 a.m.
Call (313) 742-1230 for more informa-
tion.

A public rally against the draft is
being planned tentatively for Monday,
February 11 in Flint. Those in the Flint
area concerned about participation in
that rally can call the Flint Voice at
742-1230 for more information.

Carter is expected to announce his
formal plans for the draft (including
women) on February 9. A strongly vocal
and visable reaction to his announce-
ment will be necessary to stop the draft
before it starts.
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early supporter of the Vietnam War. He
changed his mind on Labor Day, 1967
after Johnson's famous ‘*San Antonio
Declaration’” in which he unveiled his
plan of **Vietnamization."

“‘1 knew then,’’ Kildee told the Voice,
“‘that the war was wrong—wrong
politically and wrong morally.”’

Kildee then became an outspoken
critic of the war as a part of what he
called his total “‘pro-life’’ philosophy—
no war, no capital punishment and no
abortion.

Kildee today, however, is cautious
about his position on the draft. Unlike
his anti-war days, he no longer desires
to take a leadership role against the
draft.

“I'm not a pacifist,”” he declared.
‘‘We have a right to defend ourselves
against unjust aggressors. We must
have a first class defense.”’

Kildee points out, though, that he has
always consistently voted against the
draft in the past few years and has
always voted against massive increases
in the military budget. He would like to
continue this pattern.

““The President is going to have to
present a pretty strong case to convince
me to vote in favor of the draft,”’ said
Kildee. ‘‘He will have to prove that
there is no way to beef-up our volunteer
army unless we have a draft.

“l believe that with better recruit-
ment and training and a more just wage
for our servicemen that we can meet our
present national security needs.

“‘I also intend to scrutinize every

penny of the defense budget.”

When asked why he won't come out
and firmly state his opposition to the
draft and assume the leadership role he
had during the Vietnam War, he
responded by saying that “‘the recent
disturbing events’’ have led him to stop
and reconsider his position.

““If the President—who was against
the draft two months ago—is now for it,
I must stop and take a look at that. 1
assure you, though, it will be a very
close look."””

He said that he is not swayed by any
White House lobbyist, Jody Powell or
the media. He did say that he would
appreciate any help that the people in
the Flint area could give him in making
up his mind.

““We are on a fragile planet called
Earth. My decision will be based on
what is best for our planet. Those who
are more concerned with the next
election than with the next generation,
don’t deserve to be elected.’”

He said that “*although 1 am strongly
opposed to the Russian invasion of
Afganistan, that will not lesson my close
scrutiny of this matter.

““I will question any new action as
strongly as I questioned Lyndon John-
son back in 1967."

Kildee and Riegle were wrong at the
beginning of the Vietnam War. Later,
they changed to become leaders of the
movement toward peace.

Many are hoping it won’t take
either—especially Riegle—as long to
come around this time.
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