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Brown defeated!

The citizens of Burton have sent City Councilman Ray Brown down to a
resounding defeat in a suprising turn of events. Brown and his two co-horts,
Charles Blackhurst and Alan LaRose, had come out on top in the primaries but
were upset by 600 votes in the general election on November 8th.

The FLINT VOICE applauds the intelligent and fair-minded people of Burton
for sceing through this slick politician who opposed practically anything that was
progressive for the city of Burton. His votes against the senior citizen's
apartments, the new library, the entire budget, the senior citizen’s recreation
center and other similar moves cost him much support and the Burton residents
turned out in record numbers to defeat Mr. Brown.

Most significant, though, was the fact that Brown’s staunch opposition to the
Hotline Center proved to be a liability for him. As the man who led the fight to
force the Hotline to build the only wall in Burton around their house, he was
casily percieved by the public as a politician who had abused his power. He
thought that his discriminatory actions against the Hotline would win him the
votes of the Burtonites to whom he had painted a picture of Hotline being just a
bunch of freaks. He underestimated the savvy of the Burton public and his cruel
campaign against the Hotline backfired in his face.

So. after a year of battling the Burton City Council, the Hotline has finally won
out. Councilman Norm Dombrowski was re-elected along with newcomers Jim
Mann and Dave Paris. There now exists a majority on the city council who
support the Hotline's right to exist.

True, the wall must still go up along with the other $10,000.00 worth of
construction forced upon the Hotline by the old city council.

True, the Hotline still has many unconstitutional restrictions placed on them
by the old council.

But it's open.

The Hotline today is alive and well after a long, hard struggle.

And Ray Brown is no longer in a position where he can do any harm.

Governor should veto
county caucus bill

The state legislature has passed a bill that will allow county commissioners of
the same political party to hold closed meetings to decide how they will vote on
various issucs. The bill is presently awaiting the Governor's signature.

We feel that Governor Milliken should veto this bill immediately. It is contrary
to the whole spirit of the new Open Meetings Act, which for the first time, is
making the public’s business public.

County commissioners are already noted for their often ineptness and inability
at being public sevants. To allow them to hold closed caucus sessions in Genesee
County would be an obvious denial of the public's access to the decision-making
process. When you realize that thirteen of the fourteen commissioners are
democrats, that means that all thirteen could hold a meeting anytime, declare it
a political caucus meeting, and make all of their decisions in secret.

This bill is wrong and its consequences are a little scary. We cannot allow the
disenfranchisement of the ellectorate to take place. Contact Governor Milliken
today and urge him to veto this ridiculous piece of legislation. Tell him we
already have enough problems with our county commissioners and that they
need close supervision for our own protection.
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The Student Press Law Center

Barbara Gold is Director of the Student Press Law Center,
which was formed in 1974 to explain and protect the
freedom of expression of high school and college students.
The Center provides legal assistance to attorneys involved
in student press cases, and serves as a clearinghouse for
information about First Amendment rights. Anyone who
knows of cases of censorship, at either the high school or
college level, can contact the Center at Room 1316, 1750
Pennsylvania Ave. N.-W., Washington, D.C. Phone (202)
337-1113 or 298-7460.
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- It’s time to teach
birth control in school

Governor Milliken has just signed a bill that took over forty years to win
approval - the teaching of birth control in the public schools.

Michigan had been one of only two states in the country to ban all instruction
in the methods, use and need for family planning. While the high schools taught
the students HOW TO get pregnant in their biology classes; they could never
explain HOW NOT to become pregnant. Teenage births are now increasing
faster and faster each year.

Schools are supposed to be places where ignorance is dispelled and the
complicated and controversial - questions of life - are studied and discussed. All
too often, though, schools merely exist to pass on the existing traditional values
and morals often at the expense of the young people who must attend these
institutions. Readily available birth control, in the minds of many people, will
take away the punishment factor - an unwanted pregnancy - for those who *fool
around’. Hopefully, that kind of vindictive logic is coming to an end.

Education and information can’t hurt anyone, but ignorance is a killer. Many
young lives have been ruined because they knew nothing about pills, diaphrams,
rubbers, foam or rythym. To talk about these things in school, to discuss only
having children when you want them has been a crime. The cruelty and stupidity
of this law and the scores of unwanted children now living in Michigan is the real
crime.

The law leaves the decision up to the local boards as to whether or not they
want birth control classes. While some parts of the law are wrong (abortion can’t
be mentioned and local clergy have to approve the content of the classes), THE
VOICE urges all local school boards to take action as soon as possible and
institute birth control education as part of the curriculum. To deny young people
their right to this vital information would be another example of the
miseducation that is occurring in out schools.
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