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LETTERS

Thoughts on
unions, Jimmy
and Ray-gun

Sirs:(sic]

Advocating unionism is worthy, but
take care! Big unions frequently are
uncontrolled at the upper levels and are
a rip off of their members. Everybody
can't drop out of school and become a |
$9.00 per worker. Someone has to do the |
“*shit"’ jobs. Also, waitresses get (some-
times) very good wages in tips which are
usually under-reported to the IRS. Most
of these jobs can be taken over and done
properly within two or three days by any |
clod with a little sense. 1 know, as I've |
done most of them (beginning at 75
cents per hour). Who do you think will
pay for these ‘‘unionized' jobs—you
will—(33.50 for a hamburger)—not the
“big bad employers’”. Was it Ronald
McDonald, David Rockefeller or Jimmie
Heffa who said, **There’s no such thing |
as a free lunch.”’ |

I (sorry to admit) worked for Carter’s |
last campaign—better than ‘Howdy
Doody'’ Ford. 1 was taken! However,
what to do this election? Carter may get
us into a war—saber rattling and
increased military forces usually cul-
minate in aggression.

““Raygun’’ was ‘‘gov'ner’’. Remem-
ber the war he waged on students? It
was intense and unremitting. ‘‘Ray-
gun'’' hates and fears youth. If he is
elected 80% of your readers (or more)
will get stamped '‘U.S. #1 cannon
fodder.”” Gerald Ford (still without a
football helmet) has said he would make
good old Hank Kissinger his first
cabinet appointment. Need I say more?
So, step right up folks and take a
chance! Brown is erratic and very, very
malleable. Kennedy is a liar, a cheat
and has little of the qualities his
brothers exhibited. Have you con-
sidered a grass roots movement to
draft Al Franken for President? Don’t
forget to vote, though!

Ah well, you know most of this
anyhow. I just wanted to poke at your
policy of discounting type articles with
no options cited as better alternatives to
the things/people/policies you dene-
grate. It does make one pause before
choosing, though. Keep it up and
“KEEP THE FAITH** (J. Joplin).

Jim McDonnell

He forgot
immature

Dear Flint Voice,

Your staff seems to consist of petty
bourgeois, naive, adolescent, elitist
snobs. Your knowledge of human
behavior, politics, economics (socialist
or capitalist) and world affairs is
obviously shallow.

Please try and remember all rights
include obligations.

Yours truly,
Ralph 0. Hemming

/_\\

We print all
letters, part 11

| Dear Paul Streby and all others like you:

You stupid, ignorant horse's ass. Just
because a person is against the draft, it
doesn’t necessarily make him a ‘‘Com-
mie’’" or an anti-American. And if you
think the Voice is so trashy, then why
the hell do you keep on reading it?
People against the draft love this
country as much as you do. They aren’t
out to destroy America. Maybe they just
don’t want to kill (or be killed). Have
you ever thought of that? Maybe it's
just that simple. I don’t think you even
know what a G.D. Communist is! You
sound much worse than any ‘*Commie”’
I've seen. You are a very vicious person.

Good, go ahead and fight, but don't
force people who don’t want no part of
war to risk their lives on the battlefield.
One can love his country and hate war at
the same time. Must one prove how
““patriotic’’ they are to you by dying in a
senseless war?

Our boys in Vietnam were suckered
into believing that they had to go to war
or be called **Commies’’'. But when they
came home, people spit on them and
called them ‘‘baby killers.’' Then we
swept them under the rug and forgot
them and Vietnam like it was all just a
bad dream. Did you praise Vietnam vets
for doing their ‘‘duty’’? Where were
you when they needed jobs and etc.,
Mr. ‘‘Patriotic’’? As bad as they were
treated, you've got some nerve to cut
down *'Commies’’!

It never ceases to amaze me how you
consider yourself to be so *‘patriotic’’,
yet your conservative views hurt many
people (those who are all gung-ho for
the draft tend to be right wingers who
are all for the death penalty, religious
fanaticism, the raising of the drinking
age back to 21, and nuclear power; but
they're usually against abortion [the
freedom of choice, 1 should say],
welfare, daycare, the ERA, affirmative
action, solar energy, gay rights, civil
rights, and housing for the poor,
elderly, and handicapped, or integration
of any kind).

To call someone a ‘‘Commie’" be-
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rights and opportunities. Let's stop
putting labels on people and start
treating each other like human beings.
Linda D. Norton
Flint

The “horse’s
ass’’ responds

Dear Voice,

In the latest issue, you published a
letter I had written. 1 had called you
many names, but you still had the guts
to publish it. Many papers would simply
tear it up and throw it away. But you
still used it. I just want to say thank you.
1 still disagree with a lot of things you
say, but I can say I really admire you for
using my letter. Thank you again.

Sincerely,
Paul Streby

Voice is cynical,
negative, narrow

Dear Voice:

Having read with mounting displea-
sure the most recent issue, 1 feel
compelled to make a number of com-
ments. Not the least of these is the
general observation that the paper has
become so overwhelmingly negative
and cynical in tone. In substance The
Voice is beginning to take on a
resemblance to cotton candy laced with
arsenic. Why so vehemently anti-? Why
so much less thoughtful and realistic? 1
do not refer to specific issues here, only
to the manner in which they are being
approached. It is my opinion that you
are failing within the traditions of
populist journalism and are drifting
toward an ironic similarity with the
narrow thinkers you despise.

Responsibility in journalism (however
noble the biases of the conveyance)
includes bearing in mind that all
questions within a given controversy
must be considered and blended into
rational thought. Solutions to 1980-style
problems will not come from that
segment of the community which insis-
tently polarizes its thought. Strict
idealogs will find themselves backed
into their tight little corners, beyond the

cause he’s anti-draft is like calling a | reach of others; their voices unheard.

feminist a dyke because she wants equal

The most disappointing failure of the

movement(s) for social change in the
1960’s was their unwillingness and
subsequent inability to institutionalize
any of their most basic tenets. In order
to create profound changes in the 80's,
it will take bridge-building, a more
clear-headed understanding of world
politics and, yes, even compromise.
For all of your organization’s embar-
assingly superficial collective democra-
tic ohsofair ways of conducting busi-
ness, there exists; in actuality, non-
productive rigidity, dogma, stereotyp-
ing and an ongoing skein of horrifying
value judgements. Certainly we all are
guilty of some or all of these vices from
time to time. However, the Voice cum
Hotline appears to have warped them

| into a way of life; a way of handling

people. There remains, of course. a
small group of dedicated people chug-
ging away, publishing the newspaper,
starved for input, gushing output,
frightened of the taint of the inchoate
morass of people/thoughts who would
be their readers and contributors.

One final item, please . . . Your attack
on the USC Marching Band's contribu-
tion to Fleetwood Mack's “‘Tusk’ LP
was childish and contrived. The album
has remained on Relling Stone’s Top
100 album chart for 18 weeks, currently
holding at number 6. The single of the
same name (on which the Trojan Band
. .get it? . . . is heard grunting and
thrusting musically . Most appropriate
and thematic to the piece. What do you
do when you screw, warble Besame
Mucho?) was voted the number 6 single
of 1979 by the Village Voice critics poll,
ahead of such notables as *'Life During
Wartime/Talking Heads; ‘*My Shar-
ona’'/The Knack; and "‘Cruel to be
Kind"' /Nick Lowe.

Votes for this poll were gathered from
the auteurs of critickdom coast-to-coast.
Their decisions were based on a number
of subjective criteria. The Top 22
choices represented metal/rock, disco,
pop, r & b, punk, and New/No Wave—a
variety. Something for everyone. Get
the metaphor? Run with it.

P.5. Did you hear that Justice Bill
Douglas died recently? Big guy . . .

defender of basic freedoms, First

Amendment, free speech, right to
publish dissent. Ya Know?

Cordially,

Douglas Sanders

Afghanistan
story a delight

To the editors,

What a delight to read the Flint Voice
and the material on Afghanistan—
confirming my belief that while Carter
and Washington, D.C. is busily engulf-
ed in hysteria, much of the nation sees
clearly enough Carter's political mo-
tives.

I'll see that material on my campaign
is sent along and in the meantime I've
enclosed the flyer we are handing out at
Saturday’s rally. If there are readers
there who want to work at getting a
democratic socialist position on the
ballot for the general election, they
should write our campaign office here.

Fraternally,
David McReynolds
for presid

didat,

Socialist Party







