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A Flushing High School student entertains the rally with a song
about Jimmy Carter

Flint anti-draft
rally draws 150

The anti-war credentials of U.S.
Senator Donald Riegle—a former peace
candidate—were the focus of a peaceful
anti-draft rally in downtown Flint on
Saturday, March 15th. Approximately
150 people attended the rally in front of
the Genesee Bank Towers, where
Riegle's Flint office is located.

Riegle, who has gotten considerable
political mileage out of his anti-war
positions in the past, has refused to take
a position on President Carter’s call for
draft registration. His neutral stance
has come in the midst of an outpouring
of letters that has sometimes numbered
500 per week, 75% of which have urged
him to not support registration. :

Organized by a coalition of local
anti-draft groups and the Flint ACLU,
the Flint Interfaith Alliance and the
Flint Voice, the rally was designed as a
public statement against the draft and
as an effort to encourage Senator Riegle
o vote against any registration pro-
posals.

Representative Dale Kildee of Flint,
who had also been neutral on the
registration issue, issued a statement a
few days before the rally expressing his
opposition to the President's proposal.

Speakers at the rally included Doug
Cunningham of the ACLU, Father
George Zabelka of the Interfaith Al-
liance, Dan Bremer of the News and
Letters Committee, and George Slater
of the Vietnam Veterans Agginst the
War, and local students Phil Hines, Tim
Chapman and Bobby Stanzler. A num-

ber of concerned individuals also shared
their personal feelings and reflections
on the draft, military spending, and
American foreign policy.

The message of the rally was clear:
young people are not going to register
for a draft that would lead them into a
war which would only serve the inter-
ests of President Carter and the nation’s
corporate elite. It was also a statement
to Senator Riegle that unless he takes a
strong stance against registration, he's
not going to have the support of young
people when he comes up for re-elec-
tion.

The rally was an open mike affair in
which anyone wishing to speak could do
s0. And contrary to published reports,
the demonstration was peaceful and
legal. A World War Il veteran stood
near the rally and discussed his pro-
draft views with several participants in
the rally without any incidents occur-
ring. Also, a security van driver who
was to make a deposit outside the bank
bumped several demonstrators with his
van as he attempted to reach the deposit
box. Upon seeing the rally permit,
however, he left the demonstration
without any acts of violence having been
committed.

Most of the participants in the rally
also filled out index cards with personal
statements against the draft. The cards
were sent to Senator Riegle,

For information on possible future
anti-draft activities in the area, call

742-1230.

Draft Update:
Where They Stand

Two issues ago the Voice published a Congressional scorecard that showed
only two of Michigan's Congresspeople taking definite positions against draft
registration. That number has now reached ten. In addition, two representatives
who had previously indicated support for the registration proposal have shifted
to undecided positions, while the same number (six) who favored registration
maintained that stance.

It's no accident that the tide in Congress is slowly drifting away from support
for President Carter's plan. An abundance of new information and fresh
perspectives on overseas and domestic affairs which led to the proposal have
made it clear that there is no base from which to endorse the registration idea.
Furthermore, the presentation of more Iinformed data and ideas on registration
have led to an increasingly strong public outcry against the whole misguided
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was waffling on the issue while he waited for a safe time to take a position. Then,
after an effective letter writing campaign that Kildee acknowledged to be
outstanding, he changed his position to a firm no on registration.

Two issues ago the focus was on Kildee and Senator Don Riegle; today it's on
Representatives Don Albosta, Bob Traxler, and William Broomfield, as well as
Riegle. The three representatives are in congressional districts that border Flint,
and they need more public pressure to help persuade them to turn down the
draft registration idea. Riegle needs that pressure just as badly. These are four
people who hold important votes which could make a major difference in whether
young people and their families and friends will have to undergo the agony the

draft brings.
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Rep. Don Albosta

SENATE

Don Riegle: undecided

Carl Levin: undecided, leaning in favor

Rep. Bob Traxler

PHONE
(202) 224-4822
(202) 224-6221

AREA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PHONE

Flint Kildee: opposed to registration (202) 225-3611
Tri-Cities Traxler: in favor (202) 225-2806
Central Mich. Albosta: in favor (202) 225-3561
Detroit Conyers: strongly opposed (202) 225-5126
S.W. Mich. Stockman: opposed (202) 225-3761
Ann Arbor Pursell: against registration (202) 225-4401
Lansing Carr: strongly opposed (202) 225-4872
Grand Rapids Sawyer: opposed (was in favor before) (202) 225-3831
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Bonoir: leaning in favor
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Macomb Co. (202) 225-2106
Detroit Diggs: opposed to registration (202) 225-2261
Detroit Nedzi: in favor of registration (202) 225-6276
Detroit Ford: opposed to registration (202) 225-6261
Detroit Dingell: strongly in favor of registration (202) 225-4071
Qakland Co. Broadhead: opposed (202) 225-4961
Oakland Co. Blanchard: undecided (202) 225-2101
Qakland Cao. Broomfield: undecided (was in favor before) (202) 225-68135
CALLS: 50 cents for the first minute to Washington, 34 cents after that

N GRAM: 50 words for $2.80. Cali Weslein Union at 860-325-5300.
WRITE: (Name of Rep.), U.S. Senate or House of Reps., Washington, D.C.

PETITION: Circulate your own or call the Voice for ours, 742-1230.







