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Attempt to

register

men for draft begins

Draft registration—prelude to a
nightmare that many people had hoped
would never be inflicted upon America’s
young people again—is official now.

On June 12th the U.S. Senate—the
final hope of individuals and groups
opposed to registration and the draft—
approved the $13.3 million funding
request President Carter made last
January when he announced his inten-
tions to pursue a draft registration
program. The approval requires the
registration of all 19 and 20 year old
males at post offices across the coun-
try—probably sometime in July. The
plan also calls for the registration of all
18 year old males beginning next year.

Registration will take place during a
two week period, with 19 year olds
signing up one week, and 20 year olds
the other. The month of the registrant’s
birthdate will determine which day he
will have to register.

With the approval of the registration
plan, the threat of a resumption of the
draft looms more ominous than ever
amidst increasing talk of military inter-
vention in Iran, Afghanistan, -or any-
place else where the alleged interests of
the United States are said to be
threatened.

Despite the development of wide-
spread opposition to draft registration,
including a military study which indi-
cated that as many as 50% of the young
men forced to register will seek con-
scientious objector status, the Presi-
dent’'s program encountered relatively
little opposition in Congress. The at-

tempt to have young women register as
well as young men was the only facet of
the plan that didn’t succeed, and many
people feel that the President never
wanted or intended it to in the first
place. There have been frequent
charges that it was used as a ploy to
deflect criticism and opposition from the
real goal—namely, the registration plan
itself. A last minute filibuster led by
Senator Mark Hatfield of Oregon was
the only sign of any real opposition to
what the President wanted.

One note of encouragement in the
passage of the registration plan was the
response from Michigan's congres-
sional delegation. Thirteen out of Mich-
igan's eighteen representatives voted
against registration in the House, while
both of Michigan’s senators—Don
Riegle and Carl Levin—were opposed to
registration. Riegle stated his opposi-
tion rather late in the anti-registration
campaign, however, and there was
some feeling that he might have lent
valuable assistance to the effort to stop
Senate approval of the plan had he
taken a position earlier.

With registration officially approved,
the focus has partially shifted to the
draft itself. And the most frequently
asked question in that respect is not if
there will be a draft, but when there will
be one. Few believe that registration
was sought and approved for its own
sake. This will mean an increased effort
to prevent a resumption of conscription,
which inevitably leads to military action
somewhere in the world.

Local group providing
aid to Cuban refugees

By Barry Dean

Starvation or no clothing is something
that many of us never think about. In
Florida it’s being thought about a lot by
thousands of Cuban refugees that have
been pouring into the state.

The Youth Society of Qur Lady of
Guadalupe Church organized a collec-
tion of canned foods and clothing for the
Cubans May 18-28. 8,000 pounds of
food and clothing is now on its way to
Florida because of their efforts.

Area high schools and Catholic par-
ishes joined the campaign, collecting
goods that were picked up and packaged
by the Youth Society.

““There was a need in the refugee
camps for relief of some type,’” Albert
Vasquez, Director of the Youth Society,
said. “‘In the homes where they are
keeping the people in Pennsecola there
are kids without parents and they are

short of food. Egland Air Force base
was where we sent the clothing. We also
sent a few money donations that we
received directly to Miami.""

Vasquez feels that these people need
help and that the people of the United
States should search their souls to help.

““When people are hungry and g0
without we always need to help,”
Vasquez said. **We in the U.S. have so
many things. Even though we are in a
recession we are still the richest country
in the world. We look in the cupboard
and decide what we want to eat or look
in the closet and decide what we are
going to wear. We need to share. It's
like the little boy with the candy that
doesn’t want to share.”

If you have any questions about how
you can help, Vasquez can be reached at
789-6305.
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Anti-draft protest at Flint’s main post office on June 13
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Discrimination suit filed

The city of Flint has been charged
with racial discrimination in a class
action suit filed by two area black
business people on May 29th in Federal
Court.

The plaintiff in the suit, Lorraine
Finch and Herbert Stewart, allege that
the Flint Business Development Cor-
poration—a city agency which awards
loans and block grants for minority
businesses—discriminated against
them in their attempts to obtain funds
for businesses they owned.

Ms. Finch owns and is attempting to
reopen Lo-Branch Products at 617
Louisa, while Mr. Stewart owns and
operates the Detroit Street Market at
1609 Detroit Street.

Ms. Finch and Mr. Strewart charge in
the suit that on the advice of officials in
the Flint Business Development Cor-
poration they spent large amounts of
money and time to qualify their busi-
nesses for the funds they were seeking,
only to be denied the funds by the same
officials after meeting the require-
ments.

The suit has also been filed on behalf
of all minority business people seeking
such funds, which are distributed by the
Federal government. The suit charges
that the actions alleged to have taken
place against Ms. Finch and Mr.
Stewart are a common practice of the
Flint Business Corporation.

A trial date has not yet been set for
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COMPLETE OB-GYN
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