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STAFF NOTES

Hyperbole, Hong Kong
and Hard Times

Hi! Remember us? We haven't published since
June 24 due to a number of reasons—summer
vacations, reorganization, no money—just to name a
few. If the Voice is your only source of news then we
regret to inform you that GM has left town, Phil
Crane is the Republican nominee and Mayor
Rutherfoid has been Born Again. Also, the Beatles
got back together, the Flint River is clean enough to
drink and Jowrma/ columnist Al MacLeese was
caught running naked through Willson Park claim-
ing to have been chased by invading Red Army
roops.

Just a bit of hyperbole, Al—or ar least that's what
he called his little smear piece on the Voice back in
July. Admitting that he took "‘artstic license’’ in
saying things about the Voice that he wasn't sure
were true, this modern-day Joe Pyne surely snapped
a few ligaments as his knee jerked spastically in
response to the Foice 's position on the draft and the
police killing of a black youth. You see, now that the
Voice has grown to become a respected, credible
newspaper, the Journal is getting a little hot. You
know Flint: one industury—GM; one newspaper—
the ""GM Gazette.'' Anything new, fresh, or original
must be discredited. Looks like all of the national
artention the Voice has been getting—not to mention
scooping the Jowrna/ on some pretty important
stories—was just too much for the Jowrnal 1o take.
Too bad, though, for the Jowrmal; they waited a bit
too long before they started their attack on the Foice.
The Voice's circulation grew another two thousand
this month . . .

With this issue, we are saying good-bye to one of
our full time staff members, Alan Hirvela. Al is
returning to Hong Kong to teach English (he taught
there during the 1978-79 school year). Al is certainly
the hardest working and most caring individual on
the staff and he will be sorely missed. The first one
in to work cach day, Al was responsible for a vast
majority of the copy the Force printed. His stories on
minimum wage workers, the Wendall Brandon
killing and his interview with Prosecutor Weiss were
among his best. This is beginning to sound like an
obituary! Al will be alive and well and sending in
some articles from China. And I promised him no
Chinese puns so I'll just end this by saying that
anybody who would go to see ““The Empire Strikes
Back'' three times deserves to be put on a slow boat
to somewhere . . .

WHEN HARD TIMES hit Gm, Believe me, they

really hit us. We're broke! Harry Chapin is coming 1

back in December but until then we must raise a few
thousand dollars to keep going. If you support the
idea of what we're trying to do, please send us a
donation today—$2, §5, $10—anything will help. If
you receive the Poice in the mail, but haven’t paid
for a subscription in a while, then this will be your
last issue unless you send in $5.00 for a paid
subscription.

THIS MONTH, the Vowe is offering some new
items: local writer George Moss begins his series of
columns for the Voice; a student rights guide in our
centerfold that is guaranteed to be a hit with
assistant principals; and a sports page. SPORTS
PAGE?!? That's right, except, like everything else
we do, this sports page is going to be a little
different. We will focus on the sports news that gets
little or no coverage: non-competitive sports,
women's sports, non-contact sports and the politics
of sports. For our highbrow readers who feel this is
unnecessary and a frivolous waste of time, just wait
till you see our food column next month. Look . . . we
ain't going to get anything accomplished in this
world as long as we're in such piss-poor shape.

Since we last published, two Fostce staff members
have added impressive credentials to their resumes.
Doug Cunningham recently became the news
director at WWCK-105 FM, and Ed Weisbart
published an article in The Progressive on the lack of
quality health studies done in Pennsylvania after the
Three Mile Island nuclear disaster (see his letter on
page 26). 1

OUR CIRCULATION in other cities has expanded
to the point where we now have close to 100 outlets
in cities such as Lansing, Ann Arbor, Saginaw,
Grand Rapids, Detroit, Pontiac, Mt. Pleasant and
Kalamazoo. We are in the process of setting up local
“offices’’ to report on news that is happening
throughout the state. Over 50 people throughout
Michigan met with the Voice during the summer to
set up local branches of the paper. We'll keep you
informed as this develops. 3

AS ALWAYS, we're looking for freelance writers,
layout and design people and office help. All jobs are
on a volunteer basis but we do provide staff limos
and catered dinners. Can you afford to turn down
such luxury? Give us a call if you want to get
involved.

Enjoy this issue and we'll see you in October.

—M.M.
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