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SPORTS

Marathon run held at nuclear plant

By Michael Moore

It wasn’t your everyvday foot race.
Security guards with guns, an eight-foot
high barbed-wire fence to keep on-
lookers out and a thick haze of pollution
that led some of the runners to complain
about a burning feeling in their throats.

Such was the background for the
““Midland Nuclear Power Plant Pond
Run’” co-sponsored by Consumers
Power and the Midland Chamber of
Commerce on September 20. In what
had to be one of the strangest settings
for a marathon race, over 400 runners
ran a six mile course around the cooling
pond of the Midland Nuclear Plant now
being built in the city of Midland. Next
to the plant site is one of the largest
chemical manufacturing complexes in
the world—Dow Chemical.

The Midland Nuclear Plant was
originally scheduled to open in 1974 at a
cost of 3300 million. Consumers Power
now hopes to have it open by 1984 at a
cost of $3 billion. The delays are due to
construction errors, sinking buildings,
running out of money and overall
mismanagement,

The plant itself is built on a swamp
along the Titabawassee River. It is the
first such facility in the country that, if
completed, will cool its reactors from a
man-made pond instead of from cooling
towers.

Calling it a “*pond’’ is taking certain

liberties with the English language.
This “‘pond”” measures 880 acres and
the six mile run didn't even extend
around the entire perimeter.

Norm Saari, public affairs director for
the plant, told the Voice that *‘a bunch
of the guys sitting around one day came
up with the idea of having a race around
the pond.” He insisted that, although
the race was called a *‘Run for Power™" it
had ‘‘nothing to do with the promotion
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of nuclear power.

““We did this just for running,”” Saari
said. **We're into running. If we want to
do educational things about nuclear
power we have another whole depart-
ment for that. We never intended for
this to be a PR thing."”’

Saari said that about one-fifth of the
runners were Consumers employees.
He said he saw no inconsistency with
sponsoring a healthy event like a
marathon around a facility known for its
health hazards.

““There are risks in anything,’” he
responded. A Dow official who refused
to give his name nearby added, “"Even
in the bedroom.”” He went on to state
that ‘‘there is no health problem in
Midland County.™’

The State of Michigan and the
Environmental Protection Agency con-
sider Midland to be one of the most
polluted cities in Michigan. Dow
Chemical has been fined thousands of
dollars for its emission of toxic chemi-
cals into the air and water.

Two anti-nuclear organizations, Lone
Tree Council of Bay City and the Safe
Energy Coalition of Detroit entered
their own runners in the race and
re-named it ‘‘The Three Billion Dollar
Over-Run.”’ Approximately 50 runners
wore anti-nuclear T-shirts while another
30 cheered them on from the side lines.

Consumers Power agreed to let anyone
run in the race as long as they paid their
five dollar entry fee which Consumers
said covered the cost of the trophies and
a ‘““Run for Power'' T-shirt each
participant réceived. Spectators were
allowed on the plant site in a specified
area that was surrounded by security
guards. No signs, banners or literature
were allowed.

The track around the pond—which
was built for security and emergency
vehicles—was washed out at one point
so the route had to be slightly altered.
Most of the runners were from the
Midland area although a significant
number came from around the state,
having heard of the race through a
full-page advertisement Consumers had
placed in the Michigan Runner.

Tom Jackson. of Lansing, said he
came to Midland as part of his vacation

with his family. He decided that since
he was in the area he would also join the
race.

‘‘1 see the necessity for nuclear
power,”” Jackson said. “‘It has its good
points and its bad points.”” He went on
to say, though, that he didn’t tell his
friends that he was going to enter the
race ‘‘because of the annimesity I'd
receive.’’

Mark Schaberg, a project engineer at
the Big Rock Point Nuclear Plant near
Charlevoix said he ran in the race **first,
because I'm a runner and secondly,
because I support nuclear power.”” He
said that at this plant there is ‘‘a
corporate commitment to safety’’ and
that anti-nuclear activists were ‘‘mis-
informed.""

Another runner who refused to be
identified summed up the position of a
majority of the runners: “*I'm not for or
against nuclear power. I just like to
run.” :

Tom Hearron, an English professor at
Saginaw Valley State College, also likes
to run.

*‘I run for health and to prolong my
life,”” he said. **This race, though, is a
contradiction; you can’t be running for
nuclear power and also be running for
health. I'm glad that they're having this
race because they've finally found a
productive use for this pond. 1 think it
should be turned into a permanent race
track—of course, $3 billion is a little
expensive to build a track but at least
we'd be getting something for our
money."’

Randy Ross, a law student at the
University of Detroit, said that he ran in
the race ‘‘to show Consumers that the
anti-nuclear movement is still here and
that they have nowhere to go' with
their nuclear plants. He objected to
Consumers using the spart of running
*‘for their own propoganda purposes.’’

A few of the participants in the race
complained that the chemical pollution
in the air was causing an irritation in
their eyes and throat.

“‘During the last mile,”” Pat Hearron
of Bridgeport told us, **I didn’t know
whether I should stop breathing or stop
running. I could feel the chemicals go
right down my throat.”’






