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LETTERS

The GM Gazette
and neighborhoods

The jollowing letier wus originally
submitted to the Flint Journal by Neil
Leighton, a political science professor at
the University of Michigan-Flint, The
Journal told Leighton that they would
not print the column because of his
reference to the Journal us the "'G.M.
Gazerte. "’

We present
sored.

his letter here uncen-

It is “*comforting™ to know that some
things in Flint do not change. Specifical-
ly. I am referring to the editorial entitled
“‘Let’s stop fighting 1-475 progress.”
the ""G.M. Gazette, " (otherwise known
as the Flint Jowrnal) contemptuously
labeled a - coalition of neighborhood
groups from Flint’s East Village, "eco-
nomic obstructionists.” In furthering
their paternalistic perspective, the
editorial charged the Flint Environ-
mental Action Team (F.E.AT.) with
playing an important role in swaying the
Zoning Board. This implies that the
“black clubs, necighborhood planning
councils, and the East Village legisla-
ture’ were articulating
their own concerns. What has obviously
piqued the Journal editorial staff is the
fact that an impressive array of neigh-
borhood groups. from a broad spectrum
of residential areas, occupational, econ-
omic and racial backgrounds have seen
fit to challenge—head on—the residents
have set an immediate priority—that of
breathing over concrete!

Let us go back and review the
bidding. Who wanted this highway in
the first place? The people of East
Village? The people of the St. Johns St.
area? Two delightful and old neighbor-
hoods of Flint have all but disappeared.
Indeed 5t. Johns 5t., the scene of much
of Flint’s early 20th Century East
European cultural diversity is totally
destroyed by 1-475 and the stillborn
“Industrial Park.”” The people of these
areas were not consulted then or now
and the reasons for it are obvious. 1-475
was never meant to serve the residents
of the neighborhoods along the express-
way's path, The Jowrnal must be
incredibly naive to think that working
men and women do not recognize a
“scam’’ when they see it. 1-475 was first
and foremost put on the drawing board
to facilitate the hauling of Buick chassis
from Leith 5t. to Fisher 1 on’ South
Saginaw St. The fact that Fisher 1, five
blocks from Chevrolet Manufacturing,
next door to Buick and the **proposed”’
industrial park, and then on up to Fisher
Body on Coldwater Rd. is of no small
significance. 1-475 when connected with
1-75 north and south and with 1-69
serves to move workers from the
suburbs to the plants as well as the
transport of supplies and care to these
same plants.

T'he decisions to construct this high-
way network at the expense of city (and
suburb) residential neighborhoods, in-
habited primarily by working and poor
people, and for the benefit of General
Motors was made in the years leading
up to 1962. The people knew it but they
were powerless 1o stop it. Now, to the
Jowrnal's consternation, the worm has

incapable of

turned.
Across the country neighborhood
groups, organized at the grassroots

level, have taken stands against the
invasion of their living space. This has
included the halting of expressway

construction in Oregon,.San Francisco,
New York City, and Detroit-Oakland
County; nuclear power plants nation-
wide, and yes, cement dust and 1-475 in
Flint, Michigan. Contrary to Zoning
Board member Max Harris’ plea for
people ‘'to get back in a postive vein™', |
would argue that they are very positive.
It is time to look at our dying town and
to take a stand in our own neighbor-
hoods to preserve, upgrade, and expand
them.

Neil Leighton
Flint

Assets and liabilities

Sir:

Iam voting for Jimmy Carter. He's a
great asset to America. He doesn’t
swear, cuss, tell lies. He can’t help the
way the people higher up are. Reagan
is so old, he belongs in an old age
home.

Eileen Quick
Flint

SIGN HERE

N

SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM

I herehy registerto defend
with ny life the profits of

Exxon, Mobil, Gulf, and any
other multinationals designated
by my elected officials.

R

Review criticized

Dear Voice,

In September you printed a review of
“‘Dressed To Kill"" in which Larry Dean
stated that the movie was, *‘though nice
to look at, . . . far from satisfactory.’
The rape and murder of women is "*nice
to look at?’’ This movie is one of many
whose message is that women enjoy and
are stimulated by abuse.

Angie Dickenson is raped in the
opening scene and David Denby of New
York Magazine called this the *'sexy,
comic opening sequence.”’” He also said
“‘the violence of this movie . . . leaves
one exhilarated rather than shaken,”
and that it was ‘‘the first great
American movie of the eighties .
violent, erotic, and wickedly funny.™

What this movie is really about is
misogyny, i.e. women-hating. Men
seem to be obsessed with defining
women's sexuality from Playboy to
album covers to Miss America to snuff
films (in which women are tortured and
murdered for men’s sexual stimulation)
women are present for men to observe,
use, prod and abuse in any way they
wish. And as long as women receive no
positive feedback other than the sup-
posed positive feedback received as a
result of their living up to the male

definition of their being, there will
always be women who seeck that
approval.

The issue is a complex one and is
about power, not sex. Some excellent
sources of information are: Women
Against Violence in Pornography and
Media, P.O. Box 14614, San Francisco,
CA 94114; and Women Against Porno-
graphy, 579 Ninth Ave. New York, NY
10036.

This is a topic we would really like to
see explored in more detail in the Voice.

For the Struggle,

Janet Rauch, Paulette Kish,
Sue McDonald, Deb McCormick
) Flint

Marleate, The Charoltte Otnerver

The Voice goes
to high school

Dear Voice:

The September issue of the Flint
Voice contained a series of articles on
student rights; I want you to know how
immensly appreciated the information
was to my classmates and 1. I'm a
seventeen-year-old senior, and have one
more year of confinement to go; so as a
student and a minor I'm grateful to
know what my constitutional rights are.

Today, however, when word spread
around school that copies of the Voice
were being peacefully handed out, I
rushed to receive my copy; since your
paper hasn't been published in a few
months I've grown sick of reading the
'objective, talented and intelligent’
garbage in the Flint Journal. As soon as
1 grabbed a copy, my classmates who
were passing out your paper (on request
only), were informed by one of our
“‘overzealous’” Assistant Principals that
the copies were allowed to be distribut-
ed outside the building only; now isn't
he an ‘‘open-minded, down-to-earth
guy?'’ But thanks to the Voice my
classmates questioned his authority,
and learned that our rights were being
violated; so the problem was corrected.

I want you to know 1 agree with most
of your issues, so keep up the good
work! Thanks again. I have enclosed a
terribly small contribution, since I find it
a little difficult to live on five dollars a
week allowance. 1 know, don’t say it! 1
am trying to find a decent job, but
remember the wonderful city of Flint
has an unemployment rate of 25.1%—
that also says something about the
government, doesn’t it?

With the greatest of support,
Brenda Burdy

Dumping in Michigan

To the Editor:

There is a big story here in Michigan
and across the nation that the news
media is passing over (I can only guess
why!). .

This story is of the haphazard
disposal of chemical wastes, and the
constant danger facing us of more spills
and releases from these toxic chemicals.
This is not new news! Yet these toxic
chemicals pose the most serious health
and environmental challenge of the
decade.

There are 57 million tons of hazardous
waste produced each year in the U.S.
There are 32,000 known dumpsites in
the U.S. which may contain numerous
hazardous wastes. The Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has studied
only 645 sites and conclude that they
threaten at least 1.2 million people’s
health. They have discovered these sites
here in Michigan.

Where are these sites? What danger
are we in? What is being done, and
what has been in the news? It is not our
ignorance, but the lack of media
coverage this issue that accounts for our
lack of knowledge. The coverage of this
chemical contamination should be part
of our daily lives, just as Watergate
was. We must know what new hazard-
ous sites have been found, what kind of
health threat there is to be dealt with,
what legislation there is concerning
these sites, and if it will protect us.

Michigan residents have lived
through the largest contamination in
history, though not without conse-
quence. Scientists have determined that
Michigan residents may be contaminat-
ed with 30 times the amount of the
chemical P.B.B. considered illegal in
dairy cattle. Dr. Irving Selikoff and a
team of researchers from Mount Sinai
School of Medicine in New York, (after
much politicking from Lansing) were
“invited'” to study effects of P.B.B. In a
report in July of last year it was stated
that 95 percent of Michigan residents
have P.B.B. in their fat. This was after
six years of ‘‘little”” media coverage,
and then with the assurances that the
lower levels determined acceptable in
our food, (meat and dairy products)
were safe, and will remain in our food
chain. :

What must be done is to make
polluters pay for their own chemical
crimes. There is a superfund bill
(Senate Bill S1 480 and House Bill H.R.
7020) to be financed by the chemical
industry to clean up releases from waste
sites and spills, and also make it easier
for victims to sue the chemical compan-
ies. The Senate Bill 51480 covers these
provisions. Please urge your Senators to
support it. The House Bill H.R.7020
needs to be stronger. Representatives
need to be urged to support this bill that
will give victims a fair chance to recover
costs from chemical companies.

The chemical companies are working
overtime to defeat these bills or water
them down. For the many people that
refuse to vote for tweedle-dee or
tweedle-dum, take some time and speak
out against the chemical companies; the
issue here is not one we can leave to our

childrens’ generation. Please write,
drop a postcard, wire, or call today.

Sincerely,

Ms. Kathy K. Pitts

Allegan, M1






