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Jimmy Carter’s Greatest Hits

By Peter G. Samuels

President Carter is in rare form these
days., doing his own version of the
“*modified limited hang-out™ with con-
tinual revelations, denials, and retrac-
tions in the Billygate Affair.

Carter's bungling and lack of judge-
ment in dealing with Brother Billy's
Libyan connection should come as no
sarprise. The years since the Democrats
first gathered at Madison Square Gard-
en to hear Jimmy Carter promise a
presidency of competence and compas-
sion have been notably short on either
commodity. With the economy on the
skids, the White House contradicting its
own policies almost daily, and our allies
on the verge of a collective nervous
breakdown, Jimmy Carter appears af-
flicted with terminal ineptitude.

With the voters of this country now
ready to pass judgment on the last four
years, it seems appropriate to recall

some of the Great Moments of the
Carter Presidency.
January 1977. Carter begins his

administration with a widely publicized.
nationwide talent search. The process
turns up among others, Ham Jordan,
Bert Lance, Jody Powell, and Griffin
Bell.

Jimmy Carter also directs a sermon-
ette to his aides: 'l have asked my own
White House staff to protect the
integrity of their families,”” he says in a
memo. “*Those of you who are living in
sin, I hope you'll get married. Those of
you who have left your spouses, go back
home."’

February. Billy Carter Beer appears
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on supermarket shelves.

March. President Jimmy brings his
populist style to the SALT talks.
Ignoring compromises already con-
cluded and a Russian penchant for
negotiating in secret, Secretary of State
Cyrus Vance is dispatched to Moscow to
publicly announce sweeping new dis-
armament proposals to his startled
Soviet hosts. ‘‘Cunning trickery... a
cheap and shady maneuver,”” is the
predictably classy Russian response.
Negotiations revert to square one.

April. Carter announces his compre-
hensive energy program, calling it the
“*moral equivalent of war.™

May. One Carter campaign promise
was to cute the White House staff by a
third. When it’s noticed that the staff
has actually grown by 100, Carter
explains that the additional help is
needed to answer the mail.

June. The president is surprised to
discover in a newspaper story that the
United States is hard at work on a
neutron bomb.

July. Carter tells women
abortion funds by a Supreme
decision that *‘life is unfair.”"

August. The president announces
that he will remain a member of a
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segregated, Plains, Georgia, church,
saying that he will work for a change
from within.

September. Budget director and
Georgia crony Bert Lance resigns after
being accused of improper practices
during his days as an Atlanta banker.
Before the resignation, Jimmy Carter
had announced to a White House press
conference **Bert, I'm proud of you.”" In
the spirit of Charles Colson, Jody
Powell recklessly issues a false state-
ment that Lance-critic Charles Percy
had accepted improper corporate plane
rides during a 1972 political campaign.

October. News reports explain why
Jimmy sometimes has trouble keeping
track of the big picture: he spends his
day reading and annotating minutes of
Cabinet meetings, even those he has
attended, and once took 270 pages of tax
legislation minutiae for weekend read-
ing at Camp David. Later we’ll learn
that Carter personally controls access to
the White House tennis courts.

December. How many presidents
does it take to screw a light bulb? Jerry
Ford forgot that Poland was a Russian
satellite, and lost the 1976 debates and
maybe the election as a consequence.
Jimmy Carter does little better when he
arrives in Warsaw accompanied by a
translator who first assures the welcom-
ing dignitaries that Carter understands
Poland’s *'lust for the future,’” and then
lapses into Russian.

January 1978. Hamilton Jordan be-
gins the new year at a Washington bar,
where after trading insults with a young
woman, he allegedly spits his drink at
her. Previously, the presidential assist-
ant had reportedly stared down the
dress of the Egyptian ambassador’s
wife and commented on the twin
pyramids of Egypt. To fully utilize his
gifts as a diplomat, the White House
announces Jordan will henceforth play a
key role in international affairs.

During the same menth Philadephia
U.S. Attorney David Marston is fired by
Attorney General Griffin Bell, at the
behest of Carter who complains that
Marston ‘‘doesn’t do anything but
prosecute Democrats.”” The firing fol-
lows a call to Carter from Congressman
Joshua Eilberg (himself under investi-
gation by Marston for fraud).

May. Media adviser Gerald Rafshoon
joins the White House staff to help
Carter get his message across to the
American people. Presidential drug
adviser-provider Peter Bourne resigns
after he is caught writing a prescription
under a ficticious name. On the way out,
he tells the press about marijuana and
cocaine use on the White House staff.

August. Midge Costanza, Carter’s
liaison with women, liberals, and minor-
ities, quits as a special presidential
assistant, citing differences in style.
One example of this difference in style
may have occurred when Costanza

invited a gay activist to a White House
meeting. “*She’s an idiot in public as
well as private,”” commented one senior
presidential aide.

December. In a midterm interview,
Carter reflects on how far he has come
in two years in office. After all, he
explains, when he was first elected he
had to learn the names of all the
countries on the map and what our
relations with them were.

January 1979. An unregistered agent
of Libyan dictator Muammer Qaddafi,
brother Billy takes time out from
urinating against the wall of an Atlanta
airport where he is waiting for Libyan
friends to state that he wants a new era
of Arab-American friendship. 'There’s
a hell of a lot more Arabians than there
are Jews,'" he sagely notes.

February. Carter responds to com-
plaints by Mexican President Lopez-
Portillo about American insensitivity by
recalling his bout with *‘Montezuma's
revenge,”’ on an earlier trip to Mexico.

April. Swimming past Secret Service
guards, a hissing killer rabbit attacks
Carter while the president is canoeing
in a Plains pond. Jimmy beats off the
rabbit with a paddle.

June. While in Seoul Jimmy Carter
attempts to convert to Christianity
President of Korea, Park Chung Hee. *’1
told him about our faith and he was
interested,’” the president later re-
ported.

July. When the president unexpect-
edly cancels a nationally televised
energy speech at the height of the
gasoline shortage and disappears to
Camp David, doubts arise about his
mental stability. Treasury Secretary
Blumenthal places an urgent call to
inform the president that his behavior
has caused a plunge in the dollar’s
value. Blumenthal's call does not go
through. An aide tells the treasury
secretary that Carter is out walking his
dog and cannot be disturbed.

August. The State Department leaks
information that 3000 Russian troops
have been discovered in Cuba. Pushed
by the Senate’s demand that this grave
threat to the nation's security be
exterminated, and with visions of
President Kennedy's handling of the
Cuban Missile Crisis undoubtedly danc-
ing through his head, Jimmy boldly
announces that the ‘‘status quo is un-
acceptable’” and denounces the Rus-
sians as ‘‘liars’” when they claim that
their unit is on a training mission.
Unfortunately for Jimmy's place in
history, the Russians decline to leave.
Never at a loss for words, Carter
announces that the Soviets have given
“*significant assurances that the troops
would not assume a combat func-
tion...'"; that is, the unacceptable
status quo remains status quo.

September. Wobbling, moaning, and
pale with exhaustion, Jimmy drops out

of a six-mile race near Camp David.

October. At the urging of that great
humanitarian Henry Kissinger, Carter
permits the Shah to visit New York for
medical treatment despite threats that
the American Embassy in Teheran
would be seized in retaliation.

November. The American Embassy in
Teheran is seized in retaliation. To
demonstrate the strength of our de-
mocracy, the president suspends the
right to demonstrate in the nation’s
capitol and initiates a massive program
to deport Iranian students.

February 1980. Zbigniew Brzezinski
visits a Pakistani military outpost in the
Khyber Pass, where he is photographed
peering through a gunsight at Soviet
Military positions. He then assures
cheering Afghan rebels that **God is on
your side.™”

March. On March 14, the president
announces a new anti-inflation plan (the
fourth in a year, by some counts) in a
nationally televised speech. Under-
standably confused by running through
s0 many contradictory economic pro-
grams, Carter forgets to read a page of
his speech, containing key productivity
proposals.

Carter ends this busy month by
noting that he hasn’t sent any American
boys into combat overseas.

.

Dk AR S

April. Nervous American allies come
to the support of economic sanctions
against Iran on the promise that the U.S.
won't use force to end this crisis.

Carter orders a raid on the American

Embassy in Teheran. The mission is
cancelled when helicopters malfunction,
and eight American soldiers are killed
in a collision.
. The president announces that the
crisis in Iran has been *‘alleviated’’ and
lifts his self-imposed ban on campaign
travel.

May. Carter should have stayed at
home. In Philadelphia in his first post-
Rose Garden appearance, Jimmy unex-
pectedly launches an attack on Cyrus
Vance, whose resignation as secretary
of state he had graciously accepted only
a few weeks earlier. **1 see Ed Muskie,”"
says Carter ‘‘as being a much stronger
and more statesmanlike senior citizen
(sic) figure who will be a more evocative
spokesman for our nation’s policy. .."

June. Carter states his "‘inclination’”
to prosecute Ramsey Clark for traveling
to Iran to attend an anti-American
conference. Attorney General Civeletti
responds that the Justice Department
will decide independently whether to
seck penalties. Secretary of State Mus-
kie says he would be glad to meet with
Clark to discuss anything significant he
had learned on the trip.

July. Senior Carter aides tell the
press that even if Carter is not reelected
this November, he’ll run again in 1984,

—Reprinted from the Village Voice






