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LETTERS

...Continued from page2?

Must we
be like them?

Friends at the Voice,

Living in a society where commercial interests
have priority over humanistic and ethical concerns,
we who care look to the Voice for relief, for some
assurance that there is another way. We expect the
Voice to be a cut above the others. And so it was with
great disappointment that I viewed the scantily-clad
punker peddling records and sex for Ace Record
Exchange in the December issue.

I'm offended and irate, but most of all I'm sad.
This is an all-too-clear illustration of how everything
boils down to the almighty dollar. Without income
from ads, the Yoice wouldn't be alive to provide an
alternative view. I understand that. But in compro-
mising principles in order to survive, is the Voice
still the same paper, with the same message? The
fact that the ad appeared in the same issue as a
review of a women’s music concert presents conflict-
ing views on the role of women in this society and the
Voice's position on this issue. If I were a new reader
(as many were who received this issue at the Chapin
concert), I might be confused. Can it be that in order
to continue fighting the bozos in this world, we must
become like them? That is probably realistic and
definitely disturbing. I don’t want to be a bozo. But
would I rather have an ambiguous Veice than no
Voice at all? Yes. So I'll keep reading, but I'm sorry
it had to be this way.

Thanks for Harry.

Good luck,
Andrea Poiners
Flint

Angry and hurt

To whom it may concern,

As a woman, the Ace Record ad in the December
issue filled me with anger and hurt. You have no
idea what it’s like to have to put up with seeing my
sisters’ bodies used to sell produets which are irrele-
vant to women.

Please Flint Voice, use the creativity that you've
proven you have and give us a better selection of
nonexploitive ads.

Sincelely,
Geri Myers
Flint

Oppressive stuff

Dear Friends,

I was introduced to the Flint Voice through vour
excellent Anti Nuclear Edition. At the Harry Chapin
concert, 1 saw your regular issue, and 1 found your
concerns were more broad, and brought many
awarenesses to the Flint Community. I'm really glad
that there is a paper of your guality in our area!

We are allies in world change — and because of
this, I want to share with you my feelings about the
use of sexual pictures of women — in particular the

full page which refers to **getting our attention with
sex’’. Even though a joke was made of it, it still feels
bad to me (and the other women | was with at the
concert) to have women treated in this way.

This feels like an attempt to be ‘hip’ or ‘cool’ but
in reality is just more of the same oppressive stuff!

Your magazine raises my consciousness in many
wreas — don’t lcave out this very important issue.

I share my experience as a woman with you in
nopes that you will consider what 1 have said, and
not “‘use’’ women in advertising or perpetuate the
myth of a woman’s body to be used as a one-dimen-
sional sexual object. 1 would like to recieve your
magazine for the next 3 months.

Continue your excellent work!

Sincerely,
Deanne Bednar
Orchard Lake

Prostitution

Dear Editor,

I am a reader who finds your paper an alternative
to the status quo views found in most papers and
magazines. However, I scldom if ever agree with
anything printed in your paper. The December issue
presented an advertisement which 1 found more
disagreeable than any article I have ever read in the
Voice.

The ad from Ace Records was a disgusting
example of sexism that is usually found in glossy
national publications. Even local newspapers don't
print this type of exploitation. The editors of the
Voice should be ashamed of themselves for allowing
this **prostitution’’ to appear in the paper.

Sincerely,
Greg Phossler
Flint

Sexism expected
from
Journal, not Voice

Dear Voice,

I am writing to add some information to the article
“*The Truth About Tampons.” For women who have
been, or are considering, using menstrual sponges
instead of tampons, there are a few things to
consider. The December issue of Off Our Backs
printed an article in which it was reported that
menstrual sponges have been found to contain the
chemicals present in the water they were removed
from.

Dr. Mary Gilchrist, a microbiologist at the Univer-
sity of lowa, tested sponges purchased from a
women'’s clinic. She found bacteria, fungi, hydro-
carbons, and other chemical pollutants. While
autoclaving can remove some of the pollutants, it
will not remove them all. And to top it off, there has
been at least one case of toxic shock documented in a
woman who used sponges exclusively during her
bloods.

So where does this leave us? They got us by the
ovaries again, sisters. Sponges out. Tampons out.
Pads chafe and irritate. Some women can’t wear
diaphrams. What do we do? Go back to Gramma's
rags? A friend of mine suggested growing our own
sponges. After all, they're living creatures, right? So
we grow them in a non-chemical environment and
we're all set. Then the FDA arrests us. They're
going after the women that are selling sponges now.
Funny, they didn’t care 'til Rely came along.

Before 1 go. 1 want to say that I was very upset
with the Ace Record Exchange ad. Of course, T will
never again step inside that store — anyone who has
such a dispicable view of women won’t get my
money. You know, besides the fact that the ad was
obviously a stab at all women, the kicker was that the
Voice had so few images of women in the issue.
There was Ace, Maria Braun (a woman in spike
heels gimme a break. will you), the Buick
workers, and Beecher and Northern's women's
basketball teams, and basically, that was it. 1 could
see all the men in the paper pretty clearly, but I
really had to strain to see those women athletes. The
Voice had a chance to print a picture of three women,
Robin Flower, Nancy Vogl, and Barbra Higby, with
the concert review done on them. Instead, we get the
Stranglers. Perhaps the fact that men’s pictures are
printed instead of women’'s, and men’s albums are
reviewed more than women's is because the biggest
and most ads in the paper are purchased by the
stores that scll those same things. But surely this
can't be true of the Voice.

Ace’s ad promotes Ace's definition of women's
sexuality. Men have a need to define and limit
women'’s sexuality because they are so frightened by
it. Women are supposed to be the channel through
which the male satisfies himself. Pornographers
don’t know anything about women'’s sexuality: what
they present is violence against women. It would
seem that Ace agrees with this philosophy. 1 can
learn to humiliate, degrade, and hate myself and
other women by reading the Journal. 1 expect more
from the Voice.

Deb McCormick
Flint

-
Slightly upset
Dear Mr. Moore,

You have GOT to be kidding! Those articles on
human dignity, the rights of the person, the poor
women at the mercy of the massive corporations,
etc. etc. etc. and then I find a full page spread like
this!!!

No offense is meant of course, because it acknow-
ledges its using sex to attract attention. It works,
right! It also pays!!

Moral money from advertising pays for the paper
and ink. — Voice speak with forked tongue —

M. Scheuer
Flint

The Voice Staff replies: We have received more
mail regarding this ad than anything we have ever
printed in the Voice. We find that very encouraging.
It’s good to see that our readers have strong
Jeelings, as we do, about sexism. As those close to
the paper know. a lot of discussion took place before
we finally decided to run the ad. Although many af
us thought that the ad lacked taste (new wave rock -
which the ad was promoting - is not interested in
being tasteful) and some of us thought that the ad
was sexist, that ol" bottom line - money - won out.
We are a very povor und very broke newspaper. The
money raised at the Chapin benefits will last only a
few months. The Voice has always seemed to be on
the brink of bankruptcy. If the Voice folded, who
would tell the stories of secretaries, waitresses,
homemakers and other women who need an inde-
pendent Voice? We are attempting a difficult
Juggling act of maintaining our principles while at
the same time trying to eat. So far we haven't had to
compromise ourselves to any great extent and we
hope that we can continue walking that thin line.

To those who were hurt by the ad, we offer our
sincerest apologies. We will not run that kind of ad
again. We have turned down ads in the past that we
Sfelt degraded women (wet t-shirt nights, etc.). This
one was on the berderline and perhaps our own
dismal financial condition clouded our judgement.

Whiting needs
seats for handicapped

Voice of Flint:

My handicapped son and [ spent one of the most
enjoyable Sunday afterncons in memory today.

The Harry Chapin concert was a complete
pleasure except for one thing. Take a count of your
workers. How many realize that there isn’t one seat
in that beautiful Whiting Auditorium which is
available to a person in a wheelchair without
stairs?

Looking around, | would suggest that one row of
seats in the back could be removed to make a space
where people could stay in their chairs. New theaters
have such an area.

I have talked for years about this without success:
This discrimination is unlawful in new buildings.

Maybe your newspaper could do something. We
miss so many nice things at Whiting because 1 get so
mad everytime [ go there. Harry was worth it!!

I'm 69 years old and my son is 33.

Sincerely,
Jeannette Elms

Freedom of the Press

To The Flint Voice:

I'wanted to let you know, that even though I don’t
always agree with everything that you print, I'm
committed to our Constitutional right of **Freedom
of the Press"”, and I see your alternative newspaper
as doing just that.

Enclosed is a money order for a one-year subscrip-
tion; along with it, is my continued support.

Sincerely,
Lynn Powell

We Like Letters

These pages are for our readers, and we
encourage you to respond to what you read in the
Voice and see happening in society. Please feel free
to send us a letter for publication. Our address is
5005 Lapeer Rd., Flint, MI 48509.






