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DR. STRANGELOVE’S NUKE NEWS

rotestors build ‘city’ on nuke site

By Ed Weisbart

In these days of Brave New America
where Ronald Reagan is president and
John Lennon is dead, I thought we could
all use a big blast of optimism. One of
the most important anti-nuclear demon-
strations in the last several years has
been panned by the popular press, but
readers of WIN magazine ({1-15-80) are
familiar with most of the story preseni-
ed here. The story is an amazing one of
solidarity and political unity that we all
can learn from, and took place in
Gorleben, the short-lived Free Republic
of Wenderland in West Germany.

Gorleben is in the Lower Saxony re-
gion of the Federal Republic of Ger-
many (West Germany) along the wide
and north-flowing River Elbe. This area,
known as Wendland, the
homeland of a Slavic tribe, the Wenden,
who settled there around 500 AD. In
1750 the language and the people died
out, but the old traditions still remain.
The country still has farms owned by
counts and and the Lutheran
Church is denomination you
will find in the old villages of the area.

The area remains moreover unindus-
trialized (unlike the rest of West Ger-
many) because of its proximity to the
German Democratic Republic (GDR)
which can be seen behind several elec-
tronic fences on the other side of the
Elbe. The people in Gorleben are now
fighting for their survival in a movement
that is changing their lives.

In 1976 the announcement came
suddenly and unexpectedly. Gorleben
had been chosen from five proposed
sites for the reprocessing and waste
disposal solution to the nuclear power
problem. In most of the other proposed
communities there was immediate re-
sponse to the government plans. De-
monstrations and tractorcades forced
the government to narrow its decision to
this quiet conservative area.

The farmers and anti-nuclear people
worked together and held a demonstra-
tion of 12,00 people on the site in
March of 1977. By June 1978, 20% of
the local population voted in the Green
Party (or the ecology party) in state
parliament elections.

In March, just a few days after the
Three Mile Island accident, the struggle
at Gorleben got national and interna-
tional attention. Ower 100,000 people
marched in Hanover to join farmers who
had driven in their tractors from Gorle-
ben to this major city 150 miles away.
The cry was ‘*We all live in Harris-
burg,”” but it eventually became
“‘Gorleben is Everywhere.™"

THE OCCUPATION

On May 3, 1980, 5000 people marched
onto drilling site 1004 where there were
no police to be seen. They began the
march in Trebel, a small village close to
the site, expecting police to stop them.
No police.

Everyone came prepared to build a
village and set up a new state, the Free
Republic of Wendland. As soon as the
occupiers arrived they set up camp and
began construction. At the same time,
20 tractors arrived loaded with materials
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German police helicopters storm the occupation site.

for the friendship house.

Within 24 hours they had assembled a
prefabricated city hall of 200 square
meters where the meetings, workshops,
and Council of the Free Republic met in
the evenings. Around the Friendship
House a city began to form. *‘At first
there were just tents everywhere, but
within a few days there were no longer
any tents but just buildings — lots of
them."” One estimate was 110 houses on
site. There was a communal kitchen, a
hospital, a solar shower, a barbershop,
a pub, and even a church.

Five thousand occupied on the first
day, but people came and went during
the month. About 600 people were on
the site all the time, and on weekends it
would swell to 1300 to 2000. Fifty or
sixty people stayed the entire time.

The occupation flowered a sea of
creativity unseen before in the regular
Federal Republic. They made their own
passports, minted money, set up an
illegal radio station (Radio Free Wend-
land), served warm meals for over 200
people, put out a newspaper, wrote new
songs and created games. On the
ground only tractors and bicycles were
allowed.

THE SEIGE

On June 3 a massive
police and army forces was announced.
At the time there were
people. After the announcement, the
number of people in the republic grew
very fast, to over 3000 people.

On June 4, 1980 an estimated 10,000

police and armed forces finally arrived
on horses, in tanks, and eventually in
large military helicoptors. They wore
helmets, visors, gas masks, and carried
pistols, shields, and sticks. Some cover-
ed their faces with dirt so they wouldn't
be recognized.

The army and police arrived at 6:00
am on Wednesday, June 4 and immedi-
ately set up roadblocks in the entire
area. The first ultimatum to the demon-
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strators was delivered at 7:00 am. Police
were given information, stating that the
occupiers were completely committed to
non-violence.

After the second ultimatum, the
children, those who were looking after
them, and some personal luggage were
taken out.

From 7:00 onwards, the army and
police displayed intimidating behaviors.
Barbed wire fences were constructed
around the demonstrators. No one could
get in or out any more, except through
the private land of an old man, who
allowed them access across his pro-
perty.

At 10:00 the clearing of the ‘republic’
and the actual violence began. Twelve
helicopters of the Bundesgrenzschutz
(the border protection force) started
flying five meters above the heads of the
demonstrators who were sitting on the
ground. Other people who were on the
roof of one of the houses were forced to
come down to avoid being mowed down

by the helicopters. People sitting a-
round the 14 meters high tower were
dragged away by the police. All the
houses were destroyed by catterpillars.

“*Radio Free Wendland' reported
about the removal until the tower,
where it was installed, was about to be
broken down.

At 2:30 pm the site was deserted.
Police stayed at the site. Trucks with
drilling equipment had moved inland.

All over West Germany solidarity
actions and protests were immediately
organized, in almost every city in
Germany. Churches in Paderborn,
Stuttgart, Tubingen, Reutlingen, Min-
den and many other places were
occupied in protest. In Stuttgart the
church stayed occupied for three days,
at least 300 people there all the time. In
Berlin, 10,000 demonstrated in protest
the same day.

The story of this event received little
or no coverage in the American Press.

RADIO FREE FLINT

The weekly radio show of the Flint Voice
Sundays 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
On WWCK - 105 FM
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Anuwcld’s Martial Arts Center

Specializing in SELF DEFENSE and MARTIAL ART SUPPLIES

SPECIAL STUDENT DISCOUNT

CALL

3360 S. Saginaw
Burton, Ml 48529

743-8699
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