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InSidesr It

Falling all

over GM

got city nowhere

It has been almost 90 days since the
mayor and his entourage came strutting
into the city council chambers to
announce that the city was well on its
way to resolving its future employment
and financial On that day,
November 10, Mayor Rutherford pre-
sented to the Flint City Council a
proposal that his administration had
worked out with General Motors, Gene-
see Township and the city.

For the next forty five minutes the
mayor and his aides presented, with the
help of charts and maps, an outline of
the proposal that would allow the city to
annex part of Genesee Township and
then turn part of that land over to GM
for their new assembly plant.

The mayor also presented each
council representative with a packet
(50-75 pages) of information and pro-
posals that had to be approved on that
evening. The packet included taxing
agreements between the city and town-
ship, tax abatement for GM, and the
city’s responsibilities involving roads,
sewers, police and fire protection, etc.

Throughout the
mayor stressed that the proposal had to
be approved no later than November
10—that night. The slightest delay.
even one day, would mean that GM
would back out of the agreement

Operating in this crisis atmosphere,
the council, without reading or thinking
about any of the written proposals,
voted to approve the mayor's plan for
annexation. For its part GM promised a

worries,

his presentation,

final decision by December 22.
December 22 came and went and the

only word from GM was a request for

another 120 days before deciding

whether to place its new plant in Flint or
Vienna Township.

Then in January GM again asked for a
delay of another six months.

Members of the Flint City Council,
who for all practical purposes were
threatened with the responsibility of the
loss of the new GM plant if they did not
act on the proposal that evening, are
now extremely disturbed at GM’s lack
of commitment to the city. They felt that
they had bent over backwards meeting
every request reguardless of ‘how un-
reasonable it may have been. Both
councilmen Chester Simmons and David
McCoy said that they would try to find
the votes on the city council to block any
tax abatement fo the new GM plant if it
located in Vienna Township.

The mood of many council members
and resent-

is that of frustration, anger,

ment towards GM and its apparent
disregard for the city. Councilman
McCoy told the Voice the council

“shouldn’t be begging on hands and
knees for what is rightfully ours.™
Is the city council frustrated because

GM has not made their decision on
where to locate the new plant, or are
they frustrated because they have

finally realized that the future of the city
of Flint doesn’t seem to mean much to
GM? Are the members of the city
council frustrated because they feel that
they have been their
dealings with GM while GM has acted
in an underhanded manner?

Or are they frustrated
bluffed them out of their
bargaining chips: 20 million dollars in
tax abatements for Buick, and 17 million
dollars in tax abatements for Chevrolet?

With any luck, the bitter taste of
frustration will remain in the mouths of
the councilmembers until the next time
GM would like a favor.
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Flint police chief Max Durbin

Flint police
admit spying

The Flint Police have admitted they
kept files on people because of their
political activities, but claim the files
were destroyed in 1976. This was
brought out in an American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU) lawsuit against

the Flint police charging them with
political spying.
The suit was dismissed by U.S.

District Judge James Harvey when the
ACLU couldn’t prove that the three
plaintiffs in the suit were still being
spied on by police.

The ACLU’s police spying suit de-
manded an end to the Flint police giving
non-criminal information to a police
intelligence organization called the Law
Enforcement Intelligence Unit (LEIU), a
private, once-secret police information
network  for  police  departments
throughout the nation.

Flint Voice editor Michael Moore was
one of the plaintiffs in the suit. The
others were Harold Ford, chairperson of
the Flint ACLU, and attorney Dan
Bremer.

Flint Police Chief Max Durbin admit-
ted to the Voice in 1978 that he had
police agents watch antinuclear demon-
strations in Flint. In court during the
ACLU suit, he admitted keeping politi-
cal files — but qualifying it by saying
that was before he arrived here.

The Michigan State Police had a unit
known as the “‘Red Squad’™ that kept
files on over 38,000 Michigan residents
for over 26 years. Jan 15 was the
deadline to contact them for copies of
your file. if you suspect you have one.
The State Police were ordered to notify
all the people named in the ‘‘Red
Squad’’ files when the squad was found
to be unconstitutional in 1976.

Max Dur admitted that
“‘twenty years ago 1 was guilty of the
very thing they are contending. But the
law was different then.™
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Flint clergy
speak out

In an attempt to add some perspective
to religion these days, and get away
from the narrowly defined Christianity
of right-wing groups like the Morla
Majority, the Flint Interfaith Alliance
has come out against what they call *‘an
image of that is narrow,

religion
exclusive and judgmental.”™

"*‘By contrast, we scek a religion that
isopen and loving, ™’ J. Curtis
Anderson, associate pastor at Woodside
Church, who is a spokesman for the
group.

The Interfaith Alliance is a multi-faith
group of about thirty who believe there
has been a loss of compassion for the
poor and oppressed in political and
social life. On Dr. Martin Luther King’s
birthday, January 16, the Interfaith
Alliance released a statement sayving
King was a person who recognized the
rights of all people.

Their statement also praised the
“*Latin American priests and nuns who
are working for human rights and
justice'" in their countries.

The statement was signed by fourteen
people: Rev. Curt Anderson, Fr. J.B.
Bettendorf, Sister Joanne Chiavererini,
Rev. Donald Halt, James P. Hughes,
Rev. Jonathon Jacobs, Janice Nieuwen-
hus, Pamela Pinti, Fr. Philip Schmitter,
Dr. Jack Stanzler, Rev. Bill Verheist,
Rev. John Wallace, Laurie White, and
Fr. George Zabelka.

Anti-draft confab
Feb. 13-16

The Committee Against Registration
and the Draft (CARD) is calling for a
national antidraft conference in Detroit
Feb. 13-16. The conference will begin
with a rally on the 13th, featuring
national and local speakers plus enter-
tainment from antidraft artists.

The conference is an attempt to
coordinate the natio antidraft move-
ment in the face of increased militarism
in the United States. There will be work-
shops throughout the three-day confer-
ence on organizing effective opposition
to the draft as well as on issues related
to the draft and militarism.

Round two of Carter's draft registra-

says Rev.

tion started the week of January Sth.
Reagan opposed draft registration
during the presidential campaign, but

shows no signs of being in a hurry to
abolish it now that he's in the White
House.

Thirty thousand people marched
against the draft in Washington, D.C.
March 22, 1980. That protest was
coordinated by CARD.

This conference will be held at Wayne
State University in the Student Center
building. Sleeping space will be avail-
able at local churches for people who
biing sleeping bags. For more informa-
tion, call CARD at (202) 547-4340.
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