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e Exodus Has Begun

By Alex Kotlowitz

A dozen or so cardboard boxes sit
piled in the middle of the otherwise bare
living room. Plates. Clothes. Toys.
Lamps. Wall hangings. The dirtied,
worn boxes contain virtually everything
the Lloyd’s own. They sold the loveseat,
the couch, the chairs, and the dining
room table: And they're selling their
doberman  pinscher. Houston and
Debbie Lloyd and their two year old son
Vincent kept only what they could store
in their sister's basement or squeeze
into their 1977 Oldsmobile. It's a long
drive from Flint to Oklahama City,
Oklahoma.

Like so many other laid off workers,
Houston Lloyd decided to look south for
work. It's not an easy decision to make
As industry abandons its old, failing
factories in the north for the non-union
environs, the low wages and the tax
incentives of the south, the laid-off
worker has one of two choices: to sit it
out and hope that industry will reinvest
in such northern cities as Flint or follow
the migration of capital south. Many
have chosen the latter.

There are no statistics on how many
people left Flint for warmer climate. but
according to the recently released
census figures, Flint lost 33,741 people
or 17.5 percent of its population over the
last ten years. Some have moved to the
suburbs, but left the area
altogether. according to the
MESC’s Benefit Unit in
Detroit, 12,536 unemployment
were transfi
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The move to the sunbelt reverses the

trend which brought thousands of
southern job-seekers to Flint in the
prosperous years of the automobile
industry and when the automobile

companies concentrated their invest-
ments in the populated northeast and
midwest. Houston Lloyd’s father moved
to Flint twelve ago from West
Virginia, by way of Chicago, looking for
work in the auto factories. His mother
came from Kentucky.
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Houston and Debbie Lloyd are all packed and ready to go

The curly-haired, twenty-two year
old Lloyd is returning to his roots, but
not because he wants to. As he sees it,
he has no choice.

After three years unemployed from
Fisher Body, Lloyd tired of the tedious,
monotonous life of being out of work.
**I'm kind of like a zombie,’’" he says as
he anxiously prepares for the move. *°I
watch the soap operas every day. That's
not a good sign, you know.”’

After unemployment benefits ran out,
the Lloyd's managed on 3550 a month
from welfare. But they clung to their
hometown, picking up low-paying, odd
jobs, hoping that the economy would
pick up. Their patience finally ran thin
and they're fleeing south, looking for
streets paved with gold—or, at least,
streets paved with regular paychecks.

“*Well, I had a friend who just came
from there (Oklahoma City),”” explains
Lloyd. ‘*He spent six months there and
walk
unemployment office and, no shit, you

he said you can just into an

can go there one day and the next day
have a job."’

In states like Texas, Florida and
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Oklahoma unemployment rarely ex-
ceeds five percent, an instant attraction
for those in Flint who have become
accustomed to a double digit jobless
rate.

Truck-trailer agencies in the city
report that they have little or no trucks
available for moves south. **I don’t have
a third of the equipment that I had a
year ago,”’ says Jerry Clark, manager of
the Miller Rd. U-Haul outlet. **All our
equipment is down south.”” At another
local truck-trailer rental agency, the
Dort Hwy. Jartran, no one-way truck or
trailer rentals were available for the last
six months of 1980. Because of the large
number of people moving to the sun-
belt, particularly to the coastal states—
Texas and Florida—'"distribution’” fees
of up to $400 have been tacked on to the
The additional

regular rental costs.
payment covers the cost of transporting
the trailer or truck back up north.

And the bus lines have been un-
usually busy with itinerant job-seekers.
According to Flint’s Greyhound Ter-
minal Manager, Gaylord Grandy, one-
way tickets increased substantially over
the past year.

As unemployment benefits run out,
(in the month of December alone, a
MESC official estimates that 1000
people in Flint exhausted their bene-
fits), various agencies which serve the
unemployed advise their clients to look
elsewhere, particularly in the growing
sunbelt, for employment.

“1 certainly would recommend look-
ing in some other area for employ-
ment,”” says Jim Urguhart, acting
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manager of Flint's MESC Fifth Avenue
branch. *‘I think that I would go south if
I was a laid-off autoworker.”’

Department of Social Services job
counselor Cathy Easter encourages
many clients to look to the south for
work. ‘It brightens them up a little,”’
say Easter of her advise to move south.
Anticipating layoffs at the Department
of Social Services, Easter is following
her own advice. She's making plans to
move to S5t. Augustine, Florida.

For some, however, the move south
can be unsettling and disappointing.
The absence of unions, lower wages, a
higher cost of living (in some southern
cities) and a distant, often alienating
southern culture discourage the north-
ern worker. Plumber Mike Goodwin, a
newlywed and father, moved to
Houston, Texas last year. **I came to the
point when I wasn’t making a living (in
Flint); I was completely dependent on
my parents, and my wife was preg-
nant,”” Goodwin said of his exodus
south.

Goodwin chose Houston because, he
says, he knows over 40 friends formerly
from Flint who had settled in that
sprawling city. The plumbing work was
easy to come by, but the pay just didn’t
compare to back up north. He earned
$10 an hour in Houston, compared to
$15 an hour in Flint. And with the high
cost of living, Goodwin says, he had
difficulty making ends meet. After eight
months of southern living, Goodwin
returned north.

Explaining his return, he adds,
“‘there’s a lot of prejudice down there;
they call you Yankee.”” Also, he
explains, his wife was homesick for her
family.

Living with his in-laws now in Flint,
Goodwin says that “*every morning I get
up and call some of the people 1 know
and see if they have any work. If they
do, I'll go with them. If not, I'll call
them again in a couple of days.”
Earning $50 to $100 a week, Goodwin is
considering a return to the south.

But this time around, it may be a more

difficult decision to make. His wife is
determined to stay in Flint, so if he
returns to Houston it may mean some
time apart from wife and child.

The migration of industry down
south disrupts lives. It splits families
and breaks apart communities. Flint's
unemployed flock south with one pur-
pose in mind—finding a job. Says
Houston Lloyd of his traveling venture,
“*1 just want to beat the rush."”

HEAT PUMPS

D

232-5177

SALES SERVICE
INSTALLATIONS

3032 HATHERLY
FLINT, Ml 48504

Consumers Furnace & Air Conditioning

COMPUTER CONT

ED
MaxiMizer

ADD ON HEAT FUMPS







