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DR. STRANGELOVE'S NUKE NEWS

By Ed Weisbart

" FROM ZION, lllinois the ar
power industry has spawned a new and
potentially valuable contribution to
America’s consumer economy. A few
weeks ago, in a scheduled test of Zion’s
nuclear power plant, a considerable
amount of radioactive steam was delib-
erately vented. Even though the steam
contained about five times the antici-
pated radioactivity, officials assured us
that no threat to public health had
transpired.

Interestingly enough, however, it was
so cold outside that the steam froze and
turned into radioactive snow.

Officials were certain that all of the
radioactive snow fell only into their
special radioactive parking lot. And it
would be plowed only with the special
radioactive snow-plows.

This has tremendous potential.

Snowballs that explode on impact.
Snowmen with longer than the usual
lifetime. Dogs are particularly fond of
the abundant warm spots.

Already the nuclear industry has been
contacted by world-famous ski resorts
like Mount Holly. It seems they want

nuc

tremendous quantities of the stuff to
line their mountains with; clumsy skiers
that fall down from cold
radioactive
snow. Plus they can run their slopes all

suffer less
exposure if they fall onto
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* A |large wage increase.

e A full and unlimited cost-of-living (COLA).

A short automatic pay progression, plus longevity
| pay to eliminate the injustice of the so-called
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““merit’’ system.

work for 40 hours pay.
* Bring ‘‘temporaries,”’

ficial to clericals.
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CLERICALS

In the face of current federal & state cutbacks, we
can’t afford to remain unorganized. We need:

A decent pension, fully paid by management.

Complete health benefits, including outpatient,

prescription drug, and optical benefits, fully paid

by management for all family members.

* No layoffs, ‘‘attrition,’’ or speed up—enforced by
the contractural right to strike.

e A way to fight race & sex discrimination through
a strong campus-wide seniority system and union
control of hiring, recruitment, and training.

e A shorter work week with no loss in pay. 35 hours

students, technicals, and
lower-level non-supervisory P&A's doing clerical
work into the bargaining unit.

* Maintenance of all pre-existing conditions bene-

Vote YES for OC

FEBRUARY 10 - 9a.m.-11 a.m. - Room 419 CROB
Bring |.D. to Polls (Staff 1.D., Drivers License, S.5. Card)

A Democratic Union Makes Us Strong
Organizing Committee for Clericals (OCC)

night long without any ‘artificial’
lighting—the stuff glows in the dark. As
long as there is no threat to public
safety, let’s go with it all the way. You
heard it here first.

ON A MORE serious note, the Depart-
ment of Energy has once again given
it's seal of approval to one of the islands
in the Pacific Bikini Atoll, and is telling
the inhabitants to return to their now
safe land. From 1946 to 1958, the United
States conducted 66 atmospheric tests
of nuclear weapons in the Marshall
Islands, generally without any warning
to the residents of the targetted ‘‘test™
Zones.

Qur first assault on the Marshallese
was with Operation Crossroads in 1946.
With Hiroshima fresh on our minds, we
evacuated the people from islands
within a 300 mile radius of Bikini as a
safety precaution—even though the
total payload was only 20 kilotons. Our
memory of WW Il faded fast, and on
March 1, 1954, the 15 megaton Bravo
bomb exploded. The American
authorities had not warned the Islanders
about any precautions to take in case
they were contaminated by fallout. By
late morning that day. the radioactive
white ash began falling on Rongelap—
children played in the powder, rubbing
it on their arms and faces, and it fell in
the drinking water and on the food.

was

American personnel monitoring the
test on an island 25 miles away from
Rongelap were warned to stay indoors,
and were evacuated a day after the test.
The Marshallese received no warnings
at all, and had to wait several days
before they were taken off the islands.

In the four years after the 1954 bomb,
the rate of miscarraiges among exposed
women was twice that of the unexposed.
19 of the 21 children who were on
Rongelap that day have had surgery for
removal of thyroid tumors. Over 50% of
the people on Rongelap are hypothryoid
now.

The Rongelap pcople were returned
to their atoll three years later, although
no cleanup had been performed.
Despite ‘‘slight lingering radiation’ it
was deemed safe to return. In 1979, the
northern portion of the Rongelap atoll
was again declared ‘‘uninhabitable,”
after over twenty years of occupation.

The biggest mess in the Marshall
Islands, the Enewetak Atoll, was the
site of 43 of the nuclear bomb tests. A
three year, $100 million cleanup
program has just recently been com-
pleted, and the United States is saying it
is now safe for the people who were
moved out to return to certain islands.
The government has long since given up
on trying to return to pre-testing levels
of radioactivity, but established more
“‘reasonable’’ guidelines. Toaccomplish
this, thousands of cubic yards of
contaminated soil were scraped off the
small islands, mixed with cement, and
encased in a massive concrete dome in
an atomic bomb crater at Runit Island.

The levels of radioactivity are ridicu-
lously high in the short run, and given
the 240,000 year half-life of plutonium,
expose upcoming generations on these
islands to very grave risks.

Runite Island will be quarantined
virtually forever because of the uncon-
trollably high levels of radioactivity; but
less than three miles away are several
islands that have been designated as
safe for *‘picnics and food gatherings.”
Apparently the fish know not to swim
between the islands.

The only independent medical evalua-
tion of the entire arrangement was
underway by the Gensuikin, a group of
Japanese scientists invited by the
Marshall Island leaders to help out.
They were kicked out by US officials in
1971, and no objective nonbiased group
has rescarched this problem. The
Department of Energy readily admits
that most of the islands have “low"’
levels of radiation, but the DOE has
never erred on the side of overly
protecting people from contamination.
The Marshall Islanders believe it is their
number one priority to have inde-

Hot Snow, Nuking the Pacific, Fermi 11

pendent medical doctors come to their
islands, examine, and educate their
people. The U.5. government considers
that superfluous.

In October 1980 the DOE declared it
once again safe for them to return to
some of their islands. It was claimed
that the people will not receive doses
above the federal radiation standards if
they import 50% of their food and spend
no more that 10% of their time on Bikini
Island, about six miles away from the
‘‘safe’” areas.

A growing international movement to
declare a ‘‘Nuclear-Free Pacific’” has
developed and they can be contacted at
Pacific Concerns Resource Center, c/o
Nuclear Free Pacific Conference/1980,
1212 University Avenue, Honolulu,
Hawaii, 96826, USA; (808) 947-8403.

A LITTLE bit closer to home, the Detroit
Safe Energy Coalition (SECO) has
announced they are going to attempt to
focus their organizing and educating
efforts around Fermi 2, Detroit Edison’s
plan to generate over a million kW(e)
near Monroe, Michigan. A few of its
minor problems so far are an estimated
$600 million cost overrun, cracks in the
basement slabs, half-done welds being
inspected as complete, and Edison
quality control allowing substandard
work. We all recall its twin, Fermi 1
(now dead, but adjacent to Fermi 2)
where in 1966 a partial core meltdown
nearly destroyed the plant and en-
dangered Toledo, Monroe, and scenic
Detroit. That partial meltdown wasn’t
enough to stop Fermi 1, and in May
1970 several pipes burst and allowed
radioactive sodium and water to mix and
explode, releasing deadly argon gas.
Finally, in August 1972, the Atomic
Encrgy Commission actually shut it
down, leaving a 5120 million facility as
having produced but 378 hours of
electricity. **Too cheap to meter'’?

At any rate (parden poor pun) the
recent SECO Newsletter reported on an
evening with Frank Kuron, a former
Fermi Il worker, as SECO began its
efforts to expose to the public the real
dangers that Fermi 2 poses to the entire
area. SECO has been accepted as legal
intervenors before the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission, in a legal attempt to
prevent Fermi 2 from rearing its ugly
head. They intend to have a general
meeting sometime in February with
their attorney to discuss the issue.

Detroit SECO can be reached at 17736
Five Points, Detroit, M1 48240 (313
£31-8943.
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