Tyrone Ward fired

Sergeant Tyrone Ward of the Flint
Police Department was fired from the
force March 22nd in a move that Ward
feels was racially motivated. Officially,
Ward was let go for allegedly leaving
his post at the Communication Center
unsupervised while he gave an em-
ployee of the center a ride home, and
for lying. However, a careful look at all
the facts of the case indicates that
Ward's charge of racial discrimination
carries substantial weight.

Ward says of his firing that 'l know
they've been out to get me. They have
for the last two years.”” He bases tha

belief on two things: (1) the fact that
he's black, and (2) the fact that he's
lived for several years with Madeline
Fletcher, a black former policewoman
who was unjustly suspended from the
Flint Police force in an extremely
controversial case a few years ago.
Fletcher was suspended after an argu-
ment between she and her white
partner over who was to drive their
squad car that day resulted in an
exchange of gunfire. Fletcher’s sus-
pension was later overturned in court.
That decision intensified the racial
tension Fletcher had already been
exposed to, and may have caused a
backlash against Ward.

Two significant facts support
Ward’s charges against the Flint
Police Department. The first fact con-
cerns his promotion to Sergeant sever-
al months ago. Ward says he was
awarded the promotion because
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Flint police Sgt. Tyrone Ward: Number
One in the class and on the shit list

Departmental officials felt they had no
choice after he scored first among 300
Flint policemen who took the pro-
motional exam. His top ranking made
it impossible for them not to promote
him, and may have added to the
tensions already building up against
him.

A second significant fact in the case
is that Ward was fired for a first
offense, while various sources say that
other officers have been found guilty
of more serious offenses and have not
been fired.

Ward is appealing his firing, and
that appeal may produce more sub-
stantiation of his charges. The next
issue of the Voice will provide an in-
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depth report on the appeal.
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