Flint's GM helps prop racist regime

Whites wield iron fist
Africa

in So

South Africa Prime Minister Vorster
vas jailed during World War 11 for
being pro-Nazi. Vorster has been
quoted as saving that South Africa’s
“‘Christian Nationalism"’ is the name
used in his country to describe the
political philosophy that in ltaly was
called “‘Fascism™ and Germany **Na-
tional Socialism®’ (Nazism).

These  startling facts and many
others about South Africa are revealed
i a film shown recently during Black
History Week at U-M Flint. The prize
winning film entitled, **Last Grave at
Dimbaza™ was shot illegally in South
Africa and was smuggled out of the
country in 1976.

The film opened with shots of dilap-

idated old shacks where blacks are
forced to live in South Africa. A
narrator’'s voice informs us that the
shacks have recently been converted
into work barracks for black males.
These workers are seperated from
their families for eleven months out of
the year. In South Africa, 50% of black
workers separated from their
families and forced to live in these
barracks. In Capetown, the figure is
80%.

South Africa’s notorious ‘‘apar-
theid"" system is the wehicle for this
oppresion against the nation’s 15
million blacks and some 2 million
“‘coloreds™ - an official term in South
Africa used to describe people with
both black and white parentage. While
there are only 4 million whites in the
country, South Africa is a white-ruled
nation.

The whites in South Africa are
descendents of the Dutch colonizers
who first came to this region by sea
hundreds of years ago. Much like the
American colonial settlers who moved
westward taking native American
lands as they went, the whites, after
gaining a foothold at the Cape of Good
Hope, quickly took land belonging to
native African tribes and began
“*settling”” the land. With superior
weapons. technology and brute force
the whites colonized South Africa.
They virtually enslaved the native
population using various measures to
force the native peoples to work for the

South Africa is rich in
natural  resources  including  gold,
diamends. copper and uranium. Using
the native people as a huge and cheap
labor force, South Africa’s whites have
become wealthy at the expense of the
Africans. South Africa enjoys one of
the highest standards of living in the
at least for the whites in South
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Europeans.
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For the blucks and *‘coloreds.’ life
is grim and oppressive. Consider the
Following: 87% of the most desireable
land in South Africa is restricted to
white use only. The other 13% is set
aside for use as black *‘homelands’" or
to use the South African term '*bantus-
land.”” In America, they're called
“reservations.”” The South African
government calls this set-up “‘seperate

South Africa’s Blacks prepare for

awaits them.
develop ment ."" In America, it used to

be called *‘separate but equal.””

“*Seperate development’’ means
that in South Africa there is 1 doctor
for every 400 whites. In the bantus-
lands of South Africa there is 1 doctor
for every 400,000 blacks. This means
that 50% of children born in the
bantuslands die before the age of five.
(The title of the film comes from the
constant graves being dug at Dimbaza
in anticipation of the next deaths.)

A black family of 5 makes an aver-
age of $10 per week while white
families earn an average of $150. To
make matters worse, blacks in South
Africa must carry passbooks which tell
their life history complete with ident-
ification pictures, birthdate and
information indicating where the
holder of the book is allowed to live
and work. Failure to produce this book
on demand or having false information
will land the holder of the passbook in
jail, or as happened to black con-
sciousness leader Steve Biko back in
September, some blacks are murdered

P

revolution against the oppression, poverty, and early death that

while in prison. Six million blacks,
nearly half the total black population,
have been arrested in the past six
years under the pass laws.

It is illegal for a black in South
Africa to own his/her home. Black
labor unions are not recognized and
strikes by blacks are illegal also. South
Africa’s ‘‘civilized labor policy’’ en-
sures that no black will ever hold a
higher position than a white.
Forty-five percent of blacks don’t go to
school in South Africa because blacks
have to pay for their education while
schooling for whites is compulsory and
free of charge. Of those blacks who do
go to school, the vast majority are in
the bantuslands. According to one
South African official, education is the
bantuslands havs this purpose: *‘to
ensure that black Africans are taught
from childhood that equality with
Europeans is not for them.’” Further-
more, South Africa spent $400 on each
white child’s education in 1970 while,
in that same year, it spent only $20 for
each black child.

Unemployment is officially 22% for
blacks and strikes are often settled by -
firing the striking black workers.

South Africa spends $500,000,000 a
year on its military and only 20 million
dollars on black education.

Seven million blacks currently live in
the squalor that is the bantuslands.
Official estimates put the number of
people who could live there on a bare
subsistance level at two and a half
million. _

In order to prop up this racist re-
gime, Vorster relies heavily on foreign
investment in South Africa. The
United States subsidizes sugar farm-
ing in South Africa by buying a
guaranteed fixed share of that coun-
try's annual sugar crop.

Blacks are forced to work in the
sugar cane fields, sometimes going to
work as early as 12 years old. Their
days are long and hard. British firms

also have heavy agricultural interests
in South Africa. Other firms including
IBM, Ford Motor Co. General Mo-
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