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Viewpoint

EVEN IF YOU DON'T ASK ME

by Barry Wolf

El Salvador: Reagan's First Stand

The projection of power. This was the
foreign policy position of candidate
Ronald Reagan, and it is the foreign
policy of President Reagan. The projec-
tion of power entails more than just the
appearance of strength. It also demands
that there be a willingness to use force
to obtain political objectives. This point
was underscored during senate confir-
mation hearings when Sec iry of State
Alexander Haig was asked

there was

anythin 1 maintain-

more important

ing peace. He responded by saying that
the United States ! to be willing to
sacrifice and mi y defend by arms
American (i.e., corporate) interests

anywhere in the world.
an admin-
laid:

The foundation of the Reag

istration foreign policy has been
increase to unheard of proportions the
1 find a

American military machine,

third world country where we could
quickly and deceivingly intercede to re-
establish our image as a tru world
power, unafraid to use our military
might.

It | taken this administration less

than one month to decide which country
would serve as an example to the rest of
the world. That country is a country
which, up until six months ago,
Americans never knew existed, and for
those that had heard of it most had no
idea where it was located. That country
is El Salvador.

most

LIVING IN THE USA.

El Salvador is the classic example of
American foreign policy. The populace
is controlled by the military for the
benefit of a few wealthy families and
foreign corporate investors. The mili-
tary is supplied, trained, and financed
by the United States. They then put
their training to use as they oppress, by
any their
people. In the past year the military
government, and/or sanctioned
death squads, have been responsible for
over 13,000 political murders. (If this
population
the equivalent of
ing the American government mur-
der 500,000 of its The
vast majority of those murdered were
innocent and children
who had been accused by the military
junta as being political subversives.
(See Flint Voice, Feb. 6, El Salvador:
Our Next Vietnam).

means they desire, own

their

was based on U.S.
would be

number

figures it

own citizens.)

men, women,

While some of may consider a

government that murders 13,000 of its
citizens (in one year) to be a terrorist
government, our new president con-
siders it (the junta) to be our friend and
a defender of freedom (freedom to die of

hunger, freedom to live in total poverty.

and freedom to be killed by the
government for thinking incorrect
thoughts). Mr. Reagan views those
individuals who oppose the military

junta as terrorist, and part
international terrorist conspiracy.

The problem facing the Reagan
administration is a very serious one:
how to justify military intervention into
the El Salvadorean revolution. Inter-
vention without the wvail of justification
would bring an immediate response
from the American people as well as
world-wide condemnation.

of an

To resolve this problem the new
adminstration has been working fever-
ishly to establish a new policy deliber-
ately aimed at increasing tensions with
the Soviet Union. This has been done in
the hopes of illiciting the same anti-

communist/anti-Soviet response that
existed in post WWII America. To
reinforce this indoctrinated anti-com-

munist paranoia Secretary of State Haig
has sent state department officials to
Europe and Latin America to convince
our allies and the American people that
the El Salvadorean revolutionaries have
been receiving arms from the Soviet
Union and their allies (at the same time
ignoring the fact that the over 100
million dollars of ‘U.S. military and
economic aid over the past two years
has been the single most important
factor in sustaining the military junta in
power and prolonging the revolution.)
We are seeing another Vietnam
unfold before our very eyes. The United

States government is attempting,
through the use of what will probably
prove to be falsified documents, direct
Soviet involvement in El Salvador. The
pretense of an East-West struggle will
be used by the Reagan administration to
justify an increase in the level of our
involvement in El Salvador. When all of
our attempts to solidify the hold of this
illegitimate and unsupported military
junta fail, the direct interjection of
troops (claiming legality under the
Monroe Doctrine) will occur. This will
provide the administration with the
opportunity of displaying to the world
the much talked about Rapid Deploy-
ment Force.

It is the administration’s belief that
the R.D.F. can carry out its mission,
secure the country, and withdraw within
72 hours. But with a geography similar
to Vietnam, and an entire nation
yearning to rid itself of its murderous
rulers, a 72-hour operation is the type of
gross underestimation that led to our
20-year involvement in Southeast Asia.

The Reagan administration must
understand that further interference in
the El Salvadorean revolution will be
met by resistance at home and abroad.
And any interjection of American troops
will be met by massive demonstrations,
dwarfing anything seen during the
Nixon years.

by Doug Cunningham

Racial Collision in Battle Creek

A small group of blacks in Battle
Creek have been speaking out against

ice brutality there,

what they see
and they've b
racists as a
ried by three
fired through their windows and flaming

as po

rgets of unknc

Two houses, oc

result.

families, had shotguns

wooden crosses driven into their front

vards recently.

A message left behind after the
attacks said, *'Guy will rot in jail
KKK.” Guy is Larry Guy, currently

serving a prison sentence for carryin
concealed weapon. His brother Robert
is head of the Coalition to End Police
Brutality. Guy’s wife and eight children
the houses that were

live in one of

attacked.

Allegations of police misconduct in
Battle Creck prompted a U.S. Justice
Department investigation last year into
the charges. The Justice Department
has yet to release its findings. Ronald

Hattis, a Battle Creek police officer, was
suspended from the force for thirty days

ast year for pointing a loaded sho
at Larry Guy while following him in a
police cruiser with its lights out.

I'he residents of Battle Creek face a
potentially explosive situation

Tension between the police depart-
ment and blacks in Battle Creek. which
is approximately twenty percent black,
have exposed the racism that was there
all along. Whether or not the attacks on
the houses were really the Ku Klux
Klan, or just a bunch of racisis out to
scare the Coalition to End Police
Brutality into backing off its public
stance, there can be no doubt that the
problem is real.

While there haven’t been any formal
charges filed against the police alleging
misconduct, there have been numerous
complaints of beatings at the hands of
the police.

The Guys were arrested last year for

carrying concealed weapons, and they
claimed the police used excessive force
during the arrest. The police don’t deny
using force, but say it was necessary to
subdue the two brothers and take their
guns from them.

I'he Reverend Clifton Bullock, a
moderate black leader in Battle Creek,
lived in one of the houses attacked by
the shotgun blasts. He's head of the
United Methodist Church in Battle
Creek. He's suggested that the attacks
may not have come from white racists,
but may have come from ‘more radical
blacks’ in an attempt to inflame the
black community there.

Meanwhile, a local chapter of the
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference (SCLC) has been formed, head-
ed by Maor King. King says he was
beaten by Battle Creek police.

The two factions—police and white

racists on one side and black groups on
the other—seem headed for a collision
unless something is done to alleviate the
problem. But that's easier said than
done. Battle Creek isn’t the only town to
have racial trouble, certainly. And it
isn't the only city to have complaints of
pelice misconduct.

One hopeful sign is the new Battle
Creek police chief, Thomas Thear. He’s
from outside the midwest and is totally
new to the department. He has none of
the ties to the police force that would
make him irrationally defend the actions
of racist officers on the force. And he
has demonstrated some willingness to
be sensitive to the problem.

Nobody was hurt in the shotgun
attacks on those houses in Battle Creek,
but those burning crosses were mute
testimony to how little racial progress
we've actually made.






