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DR. STRANGELOVE’S NUKE NEWS

TMI March

The first union-sponsored nuclear and
full-employment march in the history of
this country will occur Saturday, March
28, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania—on the
second anniversary of the accident at
Three Mile Island, and on the first day
after the expiration of the United Mine
Workers of America’s contract with the
coal industry. s

The National Labor Committee for
Safe Energy and Full Employment, the
United Mine Workers, the United Auto
Workers, the International Association
of Machinists and Aerospace Workers
and the United Furniture Workers of
America are calling on unions, environ-
mentalists, community groups and
working people to join in the march and
rally.

Demands raised by the march will in-
clude: 1) No More Three Mile Islands,
Keep Unit One Closed, No Dumping of
Radioactive Water; 2) Support the
United Mine Workers of America; 3)
Jobs for All—for a shorter work week
and massive public-works programs; 4)
Guaranteed alternative jobs for nuclear
workers at union rates.

Jane Perkins, coordinator of the
Greater Harrisburg Labor Committee
for Safe Energy and Full Employvment,
predicts: **This rally will send a clear
message to the nuclear industry and the
Reagan administration that working
people are concerned about safe energy
and full employment; we are ready to
work to realize these goals.”’

The march and rally grow out of the
First National Labor Conference for
Safe Energy and Full Employment,
which occurred three months ago under
the sponsorship of nine international
unions, and which was attended by
nearly 1,000 unionists. (For more in-
formation on the rally, contact the
NLCSEFE at 1536 16th St., NW,
Washington, D.C. 20036, 202-265-7190,
or in Harrisburg PA at 1937 Maclay St.,
17103, 717-234-4113.)

Because of continued financial
problems, the operator of the damaged
Three Mile Island nuclear power plant
will reduce cleanup expenditures by 50
percent this year, the utility announced a
few weeks ago. Spending levels are being
reduced from $100 million to $50 million
annually, the plant operator,
Metropolitan Edison Co., says in a
statement.

The plant was contaminated with
radioactive material nearly two years
ago in the nation’s worst commercial
nuclear power accident. The total
cleanup is expected to cost more than $1
billion, of which only 3300 million is
covered by insurance.

Bye Bye Bailly

The drive to block construction of the
Bailly nuclear power plant on the In-
diana shore of Lake Michigan got a big
boost from a high-ranking US NRC of-
ficial last month. James G. Keppler,
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director of the NRC Region III office
which supervises the Bailly plans; wrote
a memo which said, **...we (do) not
believe .it (is) appropriate, with today’s
public and political attitudes to build a
new plant this close to a major city.”
The Bailly site is 35 miles from down-
town Chicago and less than 10 miles
from the city limits of Gary, Ind. Op-
ponents to the plant have also criticized
the location because it is less than 700
feet from an operating steel mill which
employs 2,000 workers around the clock
the Indiana Dunes
National Park which is visited by three
million people each summer.
Critical Mass Energy Journal 2/81

Secret Bunkers

A supposedly secret cluster of
emergency evacuation bunkers lies
within helicopter range of
Washington—a vestige of the Cold War
effort to protect the government elite
from nuclear attack.

Most of the evacuation centers—scat-
tered through Virginia and Maryland
countryside and just across the border in
Pennsylvania—were built in the 1950s,
when the United States expected a half-
hour or more warning that the lum-
bering Soviet missiles were on their way.

With the advent of submarine-
launched missiles, the warning time has
diminished to 15 minutes or less. In
event of an attack, the shelters—cer-
tainly pinpointed by the Soviets down to
the last centimeter—would be prime
targets for obliteration or made unap-
proachable before the president, his
Cabinet and key government and
military officials could reach them.

Dug into the mountains, burrowed
under placid grazing land and disguised
as military bases, the bunkers are sup-
posed to provide emergency military
command posts, communications and
civil defense warning centers and CIA
complexes.

Although officials won’t talk about
the underground retreats, their existence
is well known to local residents, many of
whom work daily to keep them ‘‘ready
for occupancy.”

A chamber four blocks long by two
blocks wide and from 40 to 80 feet high
houses the military command com-
munications center. It is complete with
streets, sidewalks, curbs, manholes, and
three-story buildings. It has offices,
residences, a hospital, a cafeteria, an
underground lake as its water supply (so
large a person could water ski on it), its
own power supply and entrance tunnels
protected by 34-ton blast doors, so
massive it takes 10 to 15 minutes to open
or close them by mechanical means.

The whole underground installation is
protected by the hardest rock in the
country. The mountain is solid stone,
with no vulnerable faults. It took 21
years of continuous demolition to ex-

cavate the site.

Other mountain and underground
command and communications centers
are scattered across the nation.

The largest is at Cheyenne Mountain,
Colo. From there, the Ballistic Missile
Early Warning Center can instantly alert
1,200 other points of an imminent at-
tack.

—Bangor Daily News, 1/26/81

China Fallout

Environmental Protection Agency
monitoring stations in. the western
United States have detected low levels of
airborne radioactivity, apparently from
a Chinese nuclear test, an EPA official
says.

“We are seeing low levels of fission
activity in our samples from the western
United States,”” Charles Porter, of the
EPA’s lab in Montgomery, Alabama,
said January 18, 1981.

—Baltimore Sun

Elect the PSC

The Michigan Coalition of Utilities
and Energy (MCUE) has launched a
state wide petition drive to make the
position of the Public Service Com-
missioner an elected position.

At present, the members of the com-
mission are appointed by the governor.
The PSC is the body which supervises
the private utilities throughout the state.
The commissioners approve or disap-
prove rate hikes, grant permits for the
new power plants (inlcuding nukes), and
theoretically represent the public so that
companies like Consumer's Power and
Detroit Edison won't abuse their
monopoly status.

But the appointed PSC has consisten-
tly approved rate hikes without in-
vestigating the utilities” own estimates of
operation and maintenance costs. Also,
most PSC members have worked for one
of the utility companies before or after
serving on the commission. Many
citizens feel that the members of the
commission have not been responsive to
the needs of the people.of Michigan.

Co-sponsored by the Michigan Coun-
cil of Senior Citizens and ACORN and
PIRGM, the petition would place on the
1982 ballot a state constitutional amen-
dment calling for the election of five
commissioners to four year terms. The
first election would be in 1984, and a
consumer minded slate would finally
have a real chance to bring utility issues
before the voters. In order to make this
initiative a reality, petitions must be cir-
culated everywhere in the state, in-
cluding Flint. To obtain petitions, or
further information, call MCUE in
Detroit at 313-963-2465 or write to 23 E.
Adams, Detroit, MI 48226.

~ —SECO Newsletter
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