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LIVING IN THE USA.

Military Madness Down the

“Military Madness is killing our
couniry,
Military sadness is coming over me.
—Graham Nash

Ronald Ray-Gun, General John
Wayne Haig and crew aren’t the only
ones coming down with military mad-
ness. The fever, frighteningly, is
spreading to private paramilitary groups
all over the nation.

Just a couple of weeks ago down in
Florida, a group of thirteen “‘comman-
does” armed with M-16s and other
military-style automatic weapons were
busted near a nuclear power plant. They
were dressed in camouflage military
fatigues and had set up a jungle warfare
training camp. Two of the *‘comman-
does” were from Michigan, one from
Davison.

A rancher discovered them firing their
automatic weapons on his land, called
the sheriff’s department and they were
arrested. Some of the weapons turned
out to be harmless replicas, but five of
them were working models. They were
let go.

There was no explanation of what
they were doing there. But the law en-
forcement people down there said they
were satisfied the group had no plans to
attack the nuke plant. I'm reassured.

If this were just one bunch of a dozen
or so crackpots playing soldier, 1 could
maybe overlook it as an aberration. But
it’s not nearly that isolated.

ON THE OTHER HAND

The Jewish Defense League announ-
ced recently that they’re opening up a
paramilitary training camp in
southeastern Michigan. They plan to
open two others around the country to
teach mainly young Jewish people to
fight a guerilla war. They say their plans
are in response to similar camps already
in operation for followers of the Ku
Klux Klan and the Nazis.

KKK camps have been documented.
One exists in Texas. A Flint reporter
went through a weekend of training
there while working undercover on a
story. Hand-to-hand combat was taught
along with the other basics of organized
killing.

In Florida there are full-fledge
paramilitary training camps for Cuban
and Nicaraguan exiles who plan to laun-
ch their own private invasion of both
Cuba and Nicaragua. Some of them say
it will happen this year. They don’t like
leftist governments in their homelands.
The FBI is aware of all this. But they say
no laws are being broken.

This is the same FBI who broke a
whole slew of laws in the sixties and
early seventies during an operation of
theirs called COINTELPRO, short for
Counterintelligence Program. They
weren't so helpless then. In fact, they
were quite effective in destroying the an-
tiwar and civil rights movements. When
the targets are on the left, the govern-
ment always has better aim.

The FBI stood by while civil rights
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Street

demonstrators were beaten in the south
and they’re standing by while right-wing
paramilitary groups prepare for an ar-
med attack on blacks, Jews and socialist
Cuba.

Then there are the survivalists and
some kind of posse out west. The sur-
vivalists believe that someday soon
society will collapse. The economic
system, food supply system, all the law
enforcement institutions, everything.
And when it does they’ll be ready with
their well-stocked bunkers in the wilder-
ness and their machine guns. They be-
lieve in killing hungry people in the event
of a disaster, not sharing food with
them.

I don't even know the name of that
posse, it’s hard keeping up with all the
various paramilitary groups these days,
but they are a vigilante law-enforcement
group.

If this trend continues, the kind of
armed political struggle that's part of
everyday life in El Salvador will become
an American reality here.

We already saw the Klan and the
Nazis gun down communists in Greens-
boro, North Carolina in broad daylight
on videotape and get away with it. The
JDL’s military training camps are, in
part, a defense against the obviously un-
checked KKK/Nazi violence. And so it
goes.

Reagan’s dictator pals throughout
South America are already gleefully
grinding their people under their
bootheels with renewed vigor after

blatant signs from the White House that
human rights in U.S. foreign policy is
passe. How long will it be before that
policy is brought home, with no apolo-
gies and stripped of its Hollywood
facade?

One of the Cuban exile leaders, a guy
named Bombillo, said in an interview
that “*with Carter we knew we couldn’t
do anything inside Cuba. Now maybe
this nation will be saved with the help of
God and Reagan.’’

The re-militarization of America (1
must have missed the de-militarization
somewhere) is rapidly progressing. It
won’t make America or the world any
safer.

Our police forces now have military-
style SWAT teams, ROTC is making a
dramatic comeback on college campuses
and it’s only a matter of time before the
draft is back. America is the most
militarized nation in history. We've
spent the most money on the military of
any nation on earth.

America has the most awesome
nuclear arsenal in existence. We sell
more deadly weapons to more countries
than any other people. Yet we're always
worried about ‘*defense’’, sometimes to
the point of paranoia.

How are we going to defend ourselves
from the atmosphere of violence we've
created, and more importantly, how do
we defend against the variety of private
paramilitary groups that atmosphere has
spawned?
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Dealing with Racism in 1981

One day Donald Woods, one of the
few white South Africans protesting
apartheid, received an anonymous note
abruptly stating that he should get out
of his own little white world and ex-
plore the *“Black™ side of reality.
Woods was devastated. At that time,

Woods edited a liberal newspaper
which attacked the discriminatory
system head-on. He had risked his

reputation and safety for his convic-
tions; he was trying to bring about
positive change.

Or was he? The leader of the South
African Black Consciousness
movement, Steve Biko, accused Woods
of actually perpetuating the dire con-
ditions of South African blacks by in-
sisting that the blacks follow white
solutions—solutions proposed by
white leaders in the church and white
opposition political parties. Even
though they comprised the majority,
blacks were denied any voice in
decisions made concerning their lives
by the very groups who supported their
cause.

Apartheid is just one manifestation
of a problem that seems to have been
with us since time immemorial—racial

and ethnic discrimination. Even the
ancient Egyptians defined themselves
as ‘“‘humans’’ while all others were
considered ‘‘not human.”” Today,
racism is resurging in its most insidious

forms. From the Ku Klux Klan and
Nazism to the so-called *‘white
liberal’’, no one escapes racism’s

dehumanizing influence.

We all tend to stereotype people on
the basis of color, economic status,
religion, or nationality. Stereotyping
others is a convenient way to define
our position and obtain control.
Relinquishing this control is difficult
even for those of us who sincerely want
to solve the problems of racism,
because we insist on solving them on
our own terms. And that means that
we’'re still caught in the trap.

The church, unfortunately, is often
guilty of clinging to its accumulated
power. Frequently we in the church
lose sight of the original Christian con-
cept of ““loving our neighbor’” and get
caught up in all of the appeal of being
influential and important. We easily
forget that the founder of Christianity
was  guite willing to” risk
everything—including his life—in or-
der to help others. Most of us don’t

like to think about that.

This challenge also stands before us
here in Flint. One group is working
hard to create a new, equalized power
base. Salem Lutheran Church on
Detroit Street has always been made up

primarily of people of Swedish
descent. Over the years, the neigh-
borhood changed. Many members

moved out to suburban areas; many
blacks and other non-Swedes moved
in. Salem, like so many other churches,
considered relocating to the outer
limits of the city. But it decided to stay
and return to its original vision of ser-
ving the people in its community—this
time a community with a much broader
base.

One of the church’s first steps in this
process was to join with the residents in
the King and Garfield school areas to
form an organization to bring about
constructive change in these neigh-
borhoods. The King-Salem-Garfield
Coalition has grown into a strong
forum for residential concerns such as
housing and city services.

Perhaps even a larger step is Salem’s
recognition of the need to confront and
combat the rascist tendencies which are
often deeply hidden within each of us.

Pleins
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A black Lutheran minister
Hlinois recently conducted a series of
seminars at Salem which pinpointed
ways of dealing with racism in self,
racism in the church, and becoming an
intentionally ‘‘inclusive’’ ministry in
the community. One project as a result
of these seminars will survey the needs
of the surrounding community. The
church will then take measures to ac-
commodate expressed concerns. The
long-term goal of all these projects is to
come to the point where Salem's mem-
bership is indeed reflective of the area’s
racial and economic diversity.

Salem, together with the entire

religious community, has a long way to
go. Those of us who are the power
holders may find it frustrating and
threatening to release our tight grasp.
But ultimately, only the sharing of con-
trol will solve our racial strife. May we
learn to share our power so that all
people, regardless of differences, may
have a strong voice in the shaping of
our society.
Beth Petro Pleins is on the staff of the
University of Michigan-Flint and a
member of Reference Point, a
progressive Christian organization in
Flint.






