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Terror

in
El
Salvador

By David Armstrong

Shortly after taking over as Secretary
of State, Alexander Haig announced
that terrorism was replacing human
rights as the main concern of American
foreign policymakers. Since then, Haig
has accused the Soviet Union of
sneaking arms to El Salvadoran rebels
through Cuba and Nicaragua, and
President Reagan, in moves reminiscent
of the early escalation of the Vietnam
war, has dispatched American military
advisors to aid El Salvador’s rulers,
whom he hails as centrists upholding
democracy against extremists of the left
and right.

The American media, by and large,
seem to by buying Haig and Reagan’s
views. The March 1 New York Times
Magazine, for example, published an ar-
ticle attributing nearly all the world’s
terrorist activities to the Soviet Union.
Meanwhile, the mass media appear to be
making little effort to authenticate
documents supposedly captured by EIl
Salvador’s ruling junta that prove the
Soviet Union is masterminding the
guerrilla war in Central America.

Reading press accounts and ad-
ministration pronouncements, one is
struck by their convenient selectivity. If
the Soviets are supplying arms to EIl
Salvador’s rebels, they are doing
precisely what the United States has
done for years: arming Salvadorans of
choice.

One is also impressed by the short

memories of Americans crying
““terrorism!”” At no time during the
present furor have U.S. officials

publicly recalled the 1976 assassination
of exiled Chilean leader Orlando Letelier
by Chilean secret police in the heart of
Washington’s Embassy Row;
presumably, doing so would offend yet
another junta enjoying U.S. support.
Nor has any serious effort been made to
find and punish the killers of four
American missionaries murdered in El
Salvador last year; the murderers are
believed by most impartial international
observers to be members of EI
Salvador’s busy rightwing death squads.

Reagan and Haig's characterization
of the junta as moderate is not as well
received among human rights groups
and foreign journalists as by the
American media. Last year, a report by
the legal service of the Salvadoran
Catholic Church estimated that 80 per-
cent of the 10,000 Salvadoran civilians
killed in 1980 were murdered by gover-
nment troops; the church attributed the
remaining deaths to rightist vigilantes.
In the past year, government and right-
wing forces have been responsible for:

* The death of Archbishop Oscar
Romero, an outspoken critic of the
government, who was assassinated in the
National Cathedral while he was con-
ducting mass.

A massive, nationwide march on
Washington to protest U.S. inter-
vention in El Salvador will take
place Sunday, May 3.

Hundreds of community,
labor, church and peace groups
are coordinating what is expected
to be the largest anti-war demon-
stration at the Capitol since the
early 70s.

Busses will be going from Flint
and Detroit to the march, leaving
on Saturday and returning in the
early Morning hours of Monday.
Cost will be between $30 and $50
round-trip.

For more
742-1230.
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* The massacre of 300 to 600 peasan-
ts, in conjunction with Hondoran army
troops—a bloodbath reconstructed from
survivors® accounts in the Feb. 22 Lon-
don Sunday Times.

* The murder of the opposition
newspaper Cronica del Pueblo’s editor;
the exile, to Mexico, of the editor of £/
Independiente, another opposition
paper; the bombing of YSAX, a church
radio station; the murder of Mexican
reporter lIgnacio Rodriquez, and
frequent harrassment of other jour-
nalists by the regime.

It is important to understand that
these acts are not *‘senseless violence,’’
randomly committed, but deliberate
elimination of opponents by a regime
that has taken no sustained steps to
eliminate the poverty in which most
Salvadorans live and die. If such
systematic violence does not constitute
official terrorism, what does?

Yet, the authors of this violence are
the persons that Reagan and Haig laud
as moderates, and whom American
military advisors are ordered to aid. It
doesn’t take a crystal ball to predict the
administration’s next move if (or should
1 say when?) American advisors are
killed in the fighting.

To one who keenly remembers the
Vietnam era, it all seems so familiar,
Once again, the U.S. is slandering op-
ponents of a brutal regime as terrorists,
Once again, our government is charac-
terizing a civil war as an invasion by our
all-purpose bogeymen, ‘‘the com-
munists.”” Once again, we are preparing
to sacrifice American lives and squander
American tax dollars—this, in an era of
supposed governmental austerity—to
prop up the wrong side.

Teach-In on April 8

El Salvador will be the topic at an
evening teach-in Wednesday, April 8, at
6:30 p.m. at the University of Michigan-
Flint (Room 101 downtown campus).
Sponsored by the Political Science
Department, UM-F History Club and
the Coalition for a New American
Foreign Policy, this will be the first
event of its type in the Flint area. The
program will feature a representative of
the American Friends Service Commit-
tee, a former missionary to Honduras
and MSU professor and noted activist-
lawyer Zolton Ferency.

In addition to the speakers, the
provocative PBS documentary ‘‘El
Salvador: Another Vietnam?" will be

> shown.

Coalition spokesperson Doug Sanders
commented that “‘We have felt all along
that we need to expand our activities off-
campus and into the larger community
as well as to educate ourselves about this
topic of current interest.”’

The speakers include:

Arthur Boyd, a member of the
American Friends Service Committee
for 12 years and recently returned from
an AFSC study tour of El Salvador and
eight other Central American nations.
During the tour, the members of the
group met with government leaders,
members of opposition groups, local
media representatives and American
foreign service personnel in an effort to
gain a broad view of the problems of El
Salvador and the region. Mr. Boyd will
be relaying his experiences as well as the
study tour’s findings on El Salvador.

Father Dick Preston, Columnist for
The Flint Voice and former Catholic
missionary to Central America. A

dedicated activist for human rights,
Father Preston served as a missionary to
Honduras from 1975-1979. He is curren-
tly working with the Christo Rey Center
for Mexican-Americans in Lansing.
Father Preston spent this last summer in
Cuba, Guatemala, Honduras and
Mexico and will be giving his im-
pressions of the problems facing the
people of Latin America.

Zolton Ferency is a member of the
Ingham County Board of Com-
missioners and an Associate Professor
of Criminal Justice at MSU. Ferency is
no stranger to the struggle to human
rights. He served as Executive Secretary
to former Governor John B. Swainson
(1961-1963), was former chairman of the
Michigan Democratic Party (1963-
1968), founded the Human Rights Party
of Michigan and is a life member of the
NAACP. Ferency will be the keynote
speaker.

The provocative documentary, ‘‘El
Salvador: Another Vietnam?” is the
most accurate and insightful analysis of
the Fl Salvadoran internal war available.
Produced and distributed by Catalyst
Media, this hour-long film originally
aired in February on many PBS stations
coast-to-coast, though some refused to
carry it. Due to the accuracy and
strength of its aim, it has now found
wide acceptance at campuses, churches
and civic groups across America.

Admission is free and open to the
public. There will be a question and an-
swer session following the program.

For further information on the teach-
in or the Coalition For A New American
Foreign Policy contact Doug Sanders
(233-4740) or Maria Batrow (232-5345).
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