VITH MIKE MoliRADY

Linda Lovelace

was easily shocked by nudity and oral
sex. He rescued Boreman from an
unhappy home life with her parents and,
when she refused to run a prostitution
business for him, put her in a motel
room with five executive-looking men
who raped her in just about every con-
ceivable way. Only one man noticed she
was not enjoying herself—he asked for a
refund.

This was a turning point in the life of
Linda Boreman Marchiano that she has
relived many times. When Trayner told
her .to remove her clothes and she
refused, he held a pistol to her head and
said he would shoot her. Still she
resisted. Trayner reminded her that
these men would not help because they
wouldn’t want to get caught in such a
situation. He reminded her that no one
cared about a “*nickel and dime hooker
who has an accident in some motel
room."” She removed her clothes and
went into the room.

“Today,”” she says, “Would I go
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Linda Lovelace with Mike McGrady
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through it all again? No. No, today I
would take the bullet.””

The very thing that saved her would
have meant her death at that moment.

By Deb McCormick

“‘I made Linda Lovelace.”

Chuck Trayner never made a truer
statement. He met “Linda Lovelace”
(whose real name was Linda Boreman)
when she was a quiet young woman who

She was saved by a comment from a
writer for a Las Vegas show being
prepared for Linda Lovelace. Mel Man-
del said, *“I think I'd rather be dead than
not really be living.""

Marchiano had not been living since
she became Trayner’s slave that day in
the motel room. He turned her into a
prostitute and relished sending her to the
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kinkiest and most dangerous customers.
He beat her and raped her regularly.
While making ““Deep Throat’" she was
brutally beaten and none of the crew
responded to her screams. When she
suffered extreme rectal damage from a
“‘punishment’” she received for trying to
escape, she begged the doctor not to tell
Trayner that it would be not only ex-
cruciatingly painful, but dangerous as
well to have anal intercourse. The doctor
told, and he was paid with the use of
Marchiano’s body.

Trayner married Marchiano and told
her she could never testify against him
because of it. She believed him. When
she ran to her parents for help, her
mother sent her back to her
husband—*‘where she belonged.”’

Marchiano writes about her days at
the Playboy mansions. She writes about
Hugh Hefner. We get a picture of a
lonely man who really does wander
around, pipe in hand, in his jammies
and robe. He enjoyed making
videotapes of himself in bed but, writes
Marchiano, he was most interested in his
animal film collection. Hefner had been
trying to ‘‘get a girl and a dog together”’
but had been unsuccessful. Trayner was
pleased Hefner had seen and enjoyed the
““Linda Lovelace and Dog™" flick and of-
fered to show Hefner a real girl and dog..
(Trayner had used a gun to force Mar-
chiano to do the film).

Yet, the writing itself is so naive. Mar-
chiano was assisted by Mike McGrady, a
journalist, and neither seem to have any
political consciousness of why this hap-
pened.

In fact, Marchiano’s confusion seems
quite evident upon examining the con-
tradictions in Ordeal. She writes that
there are plenty of Chuck Trayners
around, and the cover of the book sports
the quote, **It happened to me. It could
happen to any woman..."” And then,
on page 240, she writes, ‘*We walked in
the front door and I froze. The first per-
son [ saw in the restaurant was Chuck
Trayner. In that same glance, [ saw that
he had his little gun bag resting by his
feet. Sitting across the table from Chuck
was a new porno queen, Marilyn Cham-
bers, the former Ivory Snow girl who
had starred in ‘‘Behind the Green
Door."” Since then, I've read that Chuck
is her business manager and that they’ve
gotten married; 1 hope both
arrangements work out better for her
than they did for me.”” What...??

According to Gloria Steinem, writing
in the May 1980 Ms,, Larry Fields, a
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columnist from the Philadelphia Daily
News remembers interviewing Cham-
bers and Trayner a few years ago.

““While Trayner was answering
questions on Marilyn’s behalf, she asked
him for permission to go to the

bathroom. Permission was refused with
“not right now.”” When she objected,
Trayner told her *‘just sit there and shut
up.”’” When Fields also objected,
Trayner was adamant. ‘‘I don’t tell you
how to write your column,” he said
angrily. “‘Don’t tell me how to treat my
broads.”’

Marchiano has daily pains that
remind her of her ordeal. The rectal
damage, in addition to problems with
her breasts due to silicone injections
Trayner forced her to have, plus the
severe damage to the veins in her legs
due to the constant beatings are only a
few of the effects that she will always
live with.

The Marchiano family lives on
welfare despite the millions ‘‘Deep
Throat’” has made. Not only did she not
receive any pay for her degradation, but
every time she is recognized as Linda
Lovelace her husband feels he must
defend her honor. Larry Marchiano is
an old-fashioned man and Linda thanks
God for that. In Ordeal it sounds as
though Marchiano had given up one
master for another which serves to con-
fuse the reader again. After being on
“‘Donahue’’, Marchiano began working
with feminist anti-pornography groups
and this seems to have helped her under-
that she didn’t understand
while writing Ordeal.

Ordeal is certainly worth reading. The
reader will come to understand how a
person can be so broken and humiliated
that her entire life becomes beyond her
control. The reader can see that Linda
Boreman was vulnerable when she met
Chuck Trayner and that she was
vulnerable only because she was a
woman in a woman-hating society. Mar-
chiano tried desperately to live up to the
lie of the man-pleasing, man-dependent
woman. She succeeded. She fulfilled her
powerless woman role perfectly, yet,
people still ask, “Why didn’t you just
leave?”” There was no leaving, only
escaping, and she did that four times.

There are indeed many Chuck
Trayners and would-be Chuck Trayners
out there, but there are fewer and fewer
vulnerable women. 1 can’t help but
wonder if Marilyn Chambers will sur-
vive to tell those who will listen of her
ordeal.
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