Flint: Police Kl“lg Capital of U.S.A.

By Doug Cunningham

FLINT, MICHIGAN is the
illing capital of America.

More civilians are shot to death by
olice here than any other city in the
ountry per 100,000 population.

More than Miami.

More than Philadelphia.

More than Detroit.

More than New York.

More than Chicago.

Of the 36 people killed in Flint last
vear, four were shot by police. In the
first quarter of the year, two of the ten
homicides committed in Flint were by
the police. The national average police
homicide rate 1s 3.8 percent. In the first

police

quarter of rhis vear, thai figure had
iwmped o 20 percent.
In Flint, police have killed an un-

armed fifteen year old boy, a man who
called them for help and a state trooper.
Those are only a few examples of highly
questionable police killings here, yet not
a single officer has been fired or jailed.

Time after time the police in Flint
have gunned down civilians. Time after
time the county prosecutor has refused
to bring criminal charges against the
police. The cop on the street knows that
killing a person will bring little more
than a paid vacation.

The result i1s institutionalized police
violence. There is a pattern in Flint of
police shootings. Most of them involve
white officers shooting blacks. Often the
victims are unarmed.

This summer more will probably die.

What has made Flint the police killing
capital of America? Why can’t we seem
to deal with what has become an obvious
problem? Why must even more people
die needlessly before this city is forced to
come to grips with this shared tragedy?

The answers are complex and rooted
in the police system itself and the society
that created it. There are elements of
racism, militarism and alienation that
must be dealt with. There are differences
between civilian and police culture that
havs to be dealt with. There is insen-
sitivity and mutual distrust between
police and the communities they're sup-
posed to serve and protect.

All this breeds fear and anger. It
creates arrogance and defensiveness in
police leadership. It deeply divides this
city.

The issue of police brutality is a highly
emotional one. Police killings trigger in-
tense responses from blacks, who are
acutely aware of the pattern of police
killings here.

Tom Terry, editor and publisher of

the now-defunct Flint Spokesman, put it
this way, ‘“The only thing involved is
cold blooded murder against blacks, and
if you're not willing to deal with that
then you've missed the boat entirely.””

It’s an accepted fact in black neigh-
borhoods throughout Flint that police
tend to shoot blacks first and ask
questions later. The “killing of Calvin
Craven is a prime example. Craven was
shot to death by Flint police officer
Doug Veihl around 2 a.m. February
27th.

Craven had called ‘police for help.
There was a loud, threatening former
tenant of the apartment house Craven
managed who was causing trouble. In-
stead of helping him, the police ended
up killing him.

Rather than taking the time to
carefully assess whai the siiuation really
was, Veihl acted reflexively. Genesee
County Prosecutor Robert Weiss cleared
Veihl of any wrongdoing.

The officer was only doing his duty.
Case closed.
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In the immediate aftermath of lhel

In the United States,
police commit 3.8
percent of all
homicides. In Flint, the
police committed 11%
of all homicides last
year and 20% in the
first quarter of thls
year.

police shootings there are the protests,
the news stories and the anguished cries
of the victims' families. Lip service is
paid to changing things.

Each time there is a police shooting
here, several things happen. First, there
is a contradiction between what the
police say happened and what witnesses
at the scene describe.

Then there’s the inevitable in-
vestigation by the prosecutor’s office. It
always takes at least several weeks for a
decision from the prosecutor. Then the
predictable announcement is made. The
officer involved will not be criminally
charged.

Flint Police Chief Max Durbin refuses
to comment. The mayor is silent. Then
nothing is done, the controversy quickly
subsides and we wait for the next one.

Through it all, there have been people
who have tried to stop the carnage.
People who recognize the danger of
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