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mended firearms policy set by a
Presidential Task Force. - Flint finished
poorly when that standard was applied,
ranking 18th out of 20.

In 1979, Stanzler
original report and
dissatisfaction with the current Flint
Police firearms policy. Flint Police
Chief Max Durbin contends the present
policy meets the basic tenets of the
Presidential Task Force recommen-
dations while Stanzler maintains it does
not.

The 1970 Interfaith Action Alliance
report indicts the **police system’’ rather
than individual officers for allowing
abuse. Stanzler feels that's still true.

He would like to see the police spend
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indicated his

more time training officers in human |
relations than they spend in weapons |
training. He would also like to see police |

place more emphasis
relations work
public relations.

“The foresightedness of citizens as
well as the myopia of the administration
of the Flint Police Department is well
demonstrated in the production of this
paper and its failure to receive any
credible or sincere consideration,”” Stan-
zler said.

““It’s unfortunate and disturbing that
our department chooses to ignore citizen
concern and the accomplishments and
ideas of our own community people
while other cities have gone ahead to
make changes which will benefit their
people,’” he said.

The **fleeing felon™ rule is the legal
justification usually cited whenever Flint
police shoot someone to death. It comes
from English common law. It sprang
from a time when felonies were violent,
serious crimes. Today, there are many
felonies on the books that involve no
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amend the city charter.

department.

regulations.

Citizen’s Coalition Pressing for a Police Commission
The concern over the use of excessive force by the Flint Police Department
has prompted a group of citizens to form the Citizen’s Coalition for a Police
Commission. This group, which now has over 60 members, is attempting to

The basic intent of the proposed amendment is to remove the police depar-
tment out from under the authority of the mayor and place it under the
authority of a nine member board of commissioners. The board of police
commissioners will have one representative from each of the city’s nine wards. '
They will be non-paid and will serve as the administrative head of the police

The Coalition believes that the board of police commissioners will provide
the citizens of Flint the opportunity to have input into department policy, ac-
cess 1o a responsive body when there are concerns and complaints about the
department, and accountability of the police department to rules and

The Coalition is in the process of collecting the signatures of 6000 registered
voters in the city of Flint. If you are interested in learning more about the
proposed charter amendment or circulating a petition, you can call 742-1230.
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violence. Shoplifting is a felony, for
example.

So even though there is no death
penalty in Michigan regardless of the
crime, police are allowed to shoot to kill
if there is reason to believe their target is
a ‘‘fleeing felon’’. It’s a felony to run
from the police. That's the only reason
they need to gun somebody down under
the law.

When you add the ‘‘shoot-to-kill””
policy of the Flint police to that mix,
you have a volatile recipe for needless
violence.

SGT. RICHARD DICKS is head of
the Society of Afro-American Police
(S.A.A.P.). He’s a veteran police officer
who has long been a critic of racism
within the Flint PD, brutality and un-
necessary police shootings.

Because Dicks was outspoken in his
criticism of the police shotgun slaying of
fifteen year-old Billy Taylor last summer
he was moved to second shift so, accor-
ding to him, he couldn’t attend meetings

and rallies dealing with the shooting.
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Dicks blames the state statute allowing |
police to fire at **fleeing felons’” for the
frequency of police shootings in Flint.

““To stop these shootings,”” Dicks
said, “‘people have to understand that
they have to get busy and change the
state law.”’

BUT THERE are ways of stopping
unnecessary police shootings short of
changing a state law. In New York City,
police commissioner Patrick Murphy
imposed a strict firearms policy in 1972,
That policy was credited with sharply
reducing both the number of police
shootings and the number of police shot
in the line of duty.

Here’s what Murphy's policy, still in
effect today, did:

® Reminded officers to ““preserve and
protect life wherever possible.”

* Instructed them to employ ‘‘only
the minimum amount of force”
necessary to accomplish a mission.

* Prohibited officers from firing a
gun “‘where lives of innocent persons
may be endangered.”’

* Stated that officers carry guns “*for
personal protection against persons
feloniously attacking an officer or
another at close range.’”

Before Murphy’s policy, officers had
been guided only by a vague law
allowing shooting to defend life or to
apprehend an escaping suspect charged
with a serious crime. The *“‘fleeing
felon’’ rule.

The Murphy policy also required of-
ficers to file lengthy written reports
every time a gun was fired and appoin-
ted high-level police officials to a
Firearms Discharge Review Board to
judge the propriety of each shooting.

The types of shootings that fell the
most were the shootings at fleeing
felons.

The amazing part of this police
shooting success story is the remarkably
light punishment that was necessary to
prevent needless police shootings. If this
policy were violated, the penalty was
two days suspension without pay. The
review board readily punished those of-
ficers who violated the policy. And the
penalties were no more severe than five
days without pay.

Police shootings—and shootings of
police—dropped dramatically after this
policy was instituted. Yet even that
measure of punishment is missing at the
Flint Police Department. The standard
procedure when a Flint officer is in-
volved in a shooting is to suspend that
officer with pay pending the outcome of
the prosecutor’s investigation.

LAST MONTH the Michigan Civil
Rights Commission issued a report on
police use of deadly force. Among the
findings of that report was that the
fleeing felon rule ‘‘has the effect of im-
posing the death penalty for felonies
which do not involve any physical force,
particularly crimes against property.”’

The Commission also found that data

on people shot by police in Michigan is

difficult to obtain. The report found few
officers are ever prosecuted under
criminal laws when they kill civilians.

The Civil Rights Commission recom-
mends elimination of the fleeing felon
rule. It also recommends adoption of a
model firearms policy for all local police
agencies. Further, the Commission
recommends restriction, by statute, of
police deadly force to those situations in
which there is a ‘“‘reasonable belief that
there is an immediate threat to the life of
the officer, another officer or a mem-
ber of the public.’*

Another recommendation of the
Michigan Civil Rights Commission is
that police departments be required to
keep and submit data on the number and
race of people killed by law enforcement
personnel and private security guards. It’
also recommends that prosecutors be
required to keep and submit data on the
number of police officers they have
prosecuted.

Although the Commission found that
cops are rarely, if ever, charged with
crimes in police shootings, -a recent
Dearborn case could set a precedent in
cases of police use of deadly force.

A POLICE officer in Dearborn has
been charged with second-degree murder
and a felony weapons charge in the
death of a suspected hubcap thief. The
officer, while staking out a parking lot
where several thefts had occured, watched
a man try to steal some hubcaps.
The officer tried to stop the man, but the
guy jumped in a waiting car and took
off.

The police chased him. When the cops
caught him there was apparently some
sort of struggle. The officer charged
with murder hit the suspected hubcap
thief on the head with his gun so hard
that the gun discharged. The guy wasn’t
hit with the bullet, but died later from
massive head injuries.

HALF OF all people shot to death by
police in this country are black or other
minorities. Obviously, that’s far
disproportionate to their numbers in the
population,

JIM FYFE is a specialist in police
brutality and how to curb it. When
police shoot somebody to death un-
necessarily, they have committed the
ultimate brutality. Fyfe has spent
eighteen years with the New York City
police force.

He feels that a policy change at the
top, made clear to officers at all times
and strictly enforced can substantially
reduce the frequency of police killings of
citizens.

That has not happened in Flint. Qur
mayor is a former police chief and the
police mentality is deeply entrenched
here. The police fraternity is a closed
brotherhood. They develop an ‘‘us
against them’’ attitude that results not in
needed changes but in defensiveness.

So the killings continue.

““We believe our democratic heritage
demands that the police department
always be held accountable to the com-
munity through which it’s given its
vested authority,” the Flint Interfaith
Alliance wrote in a statement on police-
community relations, ““When the police
department fails to serve all segments of
the community equally, and when it at-
tempts to be accountable only to itself
for its actions, our entire society moves
dangerously close to a totalitarian police
state which is the very antithesis of our
democratic way of life.

““Thus, it is essential to our patriotic
responsibility to be ready and free to
criticize and to call for reform when any
institution, including the police depart-
ment, acts in an irresponsible manner.

‘*Police brutality, in any form, must
not be tolerated.”






