i El Salvador:
‘ Our Next Vietnam?

By Dick Preston -
- R Bk

Summertime in San Salvador

Summer has dawned in the United States, the first of the Reagan-Haig-Stockman
regime.

In Central America, the rainy season has dawned and, for the people of that
region, life continues as usual—violence, repression and intimidation which claims
daily 100 victims in El Salvador, 50 victims in Guatemala and countless thousands
more who continue to be hungry, sick and uneducated. In El Salvador, the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front, the people’s revolutionary army, con-
tinues to control most of the rural areas of the country as the popular forces gain in
strength. In response, the government/military forces are, reportedly, preparing a
new anti guerrilla offensive with the help from the Guatemalan and Honduran ar-
mies and, of course, with U.S. military aid and advisors.-It is expected that new
massacres will result such as that at River Sumpul on May 14, 1980 (600 women,
children and aged), at Cueva Sentada in early March 1981 (1500 gassed and
machine-gunned victims), and at River Lempa on March 18, 1981 (unknown num-
ber).

On May 6, the government of El Salvador officially refused to participate in
negotiations for a peaceful resolution joining ranks with the Reagan administration
which has also rejected negotiations. This has been done in spite of the willingness of
the popular forces and the Catholic Church to enter into negotiations. Noteworthy,
also, is the recent virtually total news-blackout of events in El Salvador. Such *‘out-
standing” printers of news, like the New York Times, now support the Reagan
analysis of the situation failing, since January, to condemn the Salvadoran junta
and report the ongoing genocide.

U.S. military aid to Guatemla is about to be resumed to the tune of $2.5 million.
This will be used to outfit Guatemala’s fleet of Huey helicopters and its large
military/para-military forces (heretofore supported by Israel).

In Honduras, $10.5 million, for fiscal 1982, in military aid and training credits has
been programmed by the U.S. Government for the mil J ime of Gen. Policar-
po Paz, one of the Central American drug ringleaders. This aid will make Honduras
the third largest recipient of U.S, military dollars in Latin America (only El Salvador
and Colombia rate ahead). The Honduran army and para-military group DIN (the
National Department of Investigation) have, for over a year, directly cooperated
with the Salvadoran military by invading Salvadoran territory, allowing Salvadoran
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troops to pursue Salvadoran refugees in Honduras and harassing Salvadoran
refugees located on Honduran Territory. Finally, recent reports indicate that Hon-
duran military people are being trained as spies and sent into neighboring Nicaragua
for the purpose of subverting that country’s struggle for autonomy and justice.

As we go o press the people of Olancho, Honduras are celebrating the sixth an-
niversary of the massacre of the **Martyrs of Olancho.” On the 25th of June of
1975, members of the military and local landowners participated in the killing of 14
popular leaders, women and priests. The entire pastoral team (of which 1 was a
member) was forced out of the area for 22 months, the bishop was never allowed to
return, and the people lived under virtual martial law for that time. As the op-
pression and poverty of this small country (2.5 million people and second poorest of
the hemisphere) grows the example of these 14 martyrs will serve as an inspiration to
the people and their struggle for liberation. May it serve as an example of selfless
love and commitment for us all.

Dick Preston, a Flint native, is a Catholic priest who spent four years serving in
Honduras. His column in the Voice is based on the contacts he still maintains with
friends and clergy in 1 atin America.
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