Union Leader
Abducted
in Guatemala

In March, Jose Sanchez, president of
the Metal and Mechanical Workers
Union in El Salvador, toured the United
States to meet with American unionists
and gain labor support for U.S. with-
drawal from EIl Salvador. In an inter-
view with Labor Nores he said, **Union
vists face constant persecution in-
homes, to their families, and in the
factories.”’

On April 25, Jose Sanchez was ab-
ducted in Guatemala City. While San-
chez was visiting a friend on the way
back to El Salvador, the Guatemalan
Security Forces seized him, his friend
Irede Marrasso, and her infant son.
Three months later, no charges have
been brought and none of the three has
been accounted for.

Sanchez’s disappearance has been
protested by Amnesty International, by
the Legal Aid Office of the Catholic Ar-
chdiocese of San Salvador, and by the
Human Rights Commission of the
Organization of American States.

The Committee in Solidarity with the
People of El Salvador (CISPES) is
urging union executive boards, officers
and members to send telegrams deman-
ding Jose Sanchez’s immediate release
to: Honorable President Romero Lucas
Garcia, Guatemala City, Guatemala,
and to: U.S. Embassy, Guatemala City,
Guatemala, with copies to CISPES

Supporters can also phone Secretary
of State Haig’s office, asking for U.S.
assistance: 202-632-9884. For more in-
formation, contact Mark Warschauer at
CISPES, PO Box 12056, Washington
DC 20005, or phone 202-887-5019.
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Reagan De-Regulation to
Cost 150 Jobs Here

With the recent passage of the Reagan
administration’s one-year post-ponement
of the federal regulations on auto safety
and emissions control, the Fisher Body
Plant (Coldwater Rd.) has received the
bad news that work now underway on
the new automatic seatbelt system will
also be delayed.

The new seat belt system scheduled
for next year's model was in full swing at
Fisher Body and it came at a time when
local plant management and the local
union had agreed to work together in
order to find needed new jobs for the
plant.

Plans 100

to recall an additional

March on Washington Sept. 19

Solidarity Day, September 19, 1981.
Tens of thousands, maybe hundreds of
thousands of trade unionists will con-
verge on Washington, D.C. to say
“*No!”” to the Reagan Administration’s
disastrous cuts in social spending and
“Yes!” to “demands for jobs' and
justice.”’

Called by the AFL-CIO, Solidarity
Day has been officially endorsed by the
United Auto Workers, the National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, the National
Organization for Women, and the
Budget Coalition (a lobbying coalition
of 200 organizations opposed to the
Reagan cuts).

The Solidarity Day march on
Washington represents an important
escalation of labor's role in the fight
against the rightward drift of American
politics and against the right itself.
Protests earlier this year by the United
Mine Workers, the railroad workers’
unions, and the Clothing and Textile
Workers (ACTWU) brought sections of

labor out against particular Reagan
policies.
Solidarity Day will bring out workers

from all of organized labor, working
class communities, and organizations of
the Black, Hispanic and women’s
movements to protest the entire direc-
tion of the social policies emanating
from the White House and Congress.

The event will spotlight a concept of-
ten forgotten in the day-to-day pracice
of narrow business unionism. Namely,
as Lane Kirkland himself put it in a let-
ter to AFL-CIO Board members, ““The
American labor movement must provide
national leadership in the present
struggle to protect and advance our
country’s social and economic
progress.”’

Solidarity Day also represents a small
but significant escalation of labor’s
political tactics. A recent paper presen-
ted to the National Leadership Strategy
Conference of the American Federation
of Government Employees (AFGE), by
that union’s District 7 Political Action
Committee, argued for the need to move
beyond the routine *‘‘compromise
politics”” (lobbying) to ‘‘confrontation
politics.”” The paper pointed out that
even the success of ‘‘compromise
politics”” requires a show of strength,
and that requires confrontation.

Of course, the rusty wheels of the
AFL-CIO grind slowly. As Fred Kroll of
the Brotherhood of Railway and Airline
Clerks (BRAC) pointed out, for a march
focused on budget cuts, “*The fall is kind
of late, isn’t it?*’

The Machinists are giving Solidarity
Day top priority. IT will fill all their
publications and they will be seriously
mobilizing their members. District 31 of
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production workers to assemble the
automatic seatbelt system may be tem-
porarily postponed until new work can
be found.

The Reagan administrations conten-
tion that cutting regulations which clean
up our air and protect our lives will
produce more new jobs is not true. It has
been the Reagan administration, who
previously pointed out that Federal
Auto Regulations now cost consumers
nearly $660 for these additional safety
features, that has cost us our jobs.

Reagan contends that by delaying
newly scheduled Federal regulations,
consumers will save $150 in additional
costs. With current automobile prices
now averaging nearly $8,500, total
safety and emission features amount to
less than 1% of the total cost of the car.

As a result of the Reagan delays, the
best estimate is that this action will result
in delay of recall of approximately 150
people for the plant while saving the
customer about $10 on the purchase of a
new car. GM’s argument that this $10
savings will help increase sales of new
cars doesn’t seem to hold water after the
recent decision to raise new car prices an
average of $351 per car last month and
halting some rebate programs under-

Labor

Compiled from “*Labor Notes'' magazine

Ronald Reagan's appointments to the
National Labor Relations Board: For
board chairman, John Van de Water, a
California lawyer who specializes in ad-
vising management how to avoid
unionization. According to Business
Week, Van de Water produces
audiovisual programs ‘‘ranging from
‘managerial creativity’ to ‘management
strategy in response to union organizing
campaigns’.”” For the other NLRB
opening, Robert Hunter, chief counsel to
the Senate Labor committee. Hunter
was a key figure in defeating the 1978
labor law reform bill.

way. Considering that this i1s GM’s
fourth price increase in the 1981 model
year, stimulating sales does not seem too
high on the list of priorities.

The delay of the recall for the seatbelt
assembly area is only part of the total
problem as additional jobs, overtime
and engineering changes will be affec-
ted. For example, the toolroom which
had been building dies to produce com-
ponent parts for assembly is expected to
return to normal operations of 40-hours
a week, instead of the 48-hour work
week schedule. Reports are that 30% of
the toolroom’s total capital budget was
for the seatbelt work. Discussion regar-
ding the plant finding new die work has
been underway but will be greatly inten-
sified as a result of the Reagan delays.

By all appearances, the ‘“‘getting the
government off the backs of the auto in-
dustry’” campaign waged by the Reagan
administration amounts to a total of
only $150 per car when all 24 scheduled
federal regulations are delayed. What is
not taken into account is the additional
cost in jobs, lives and medical injuries
that will be inflicted because of these
delays.

—Local 326 Member’s Forum

Notes

Here’s an idea: Speaking
philosophically, Howard Segermark, an
aide to ultra-right Senator Jesse Helms,
thinks *‘‘an orderly socciety without
government””’ would be possible. He says
the courts could be run by private enter-
prise.

Clerical unions in Canada are gaining
strength rapidly. A survey of 333
Canadian companies shows that 14%
are fully unionized, compared with 8% a
year ago. Another 10% are partly
organized.
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