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By Ben Hamper

“We want the airwaves if rock’s gon-
na stay alive,” shouts Joey Ramone on
the first cut from Pleasant Dreams, the

6th Ramone album.

You must excuse Joey for sounding a
bit alarmist, after all, here’s a band that
has more than broke their back fur-
nishing potential A.M. rock bliss just to
be passed off by nervous radio people as
scurby carriers of yesteryears punk-rot.
Sure these are the same cats that sailed in
on that boat, ushering into the world a
raunchy pop that sounded every bit as
ominous as Hermans Hermits on
Robitussin, poking their 3-chord wit
sticks out on such thud classics as
“Gimme Shock Treatment’’, ‘“Teenage
Lobotomy™’, *‘Pinhead’’.

The same guys that would serve up
bizzare homages to mental illness and
mass murder then in the next breath
plead their cases to lonesome girls (*'I
Wanta Be Your Boyfriend,” ““Oh Oh 1
Love Her So’’) bouncing on their beds in
the hopeless American afternoon. Yes,
these are the same dudes who, starring
as themselves, slashed and burned the
silver screen into some Frankie-Avalon-
never-wore-leather teenage nirvana in
Roger Corman’s youth rampage gem
‘*Rock-N-Roll High School.”

Yet they remain in rock limbo, with
their faithful cult of fans salivating on
dashboards for just one good tune to
spring from the car stereo.

You'll get a beef from some skeptics
that the Ramones are incompetent
musicians, that any garage band hacks
down the block could whip up a bar
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BUMPER STICKER
WINNERS THIS WEEK

If your license plate number is listed above, stop by our office on
the corner of Genesee and Lapeer Roads during business hours
and pick up your free T-shirt and register for the Grand Prize
Drawing. You MUST register to win! Bumper stickers are still
available at most Flint Voice outlets, or call 742-1230. |
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chord portfolio to match them. Though
this may have been a plausible gripe on
their early records (a moot point
anyway, seeing how they were
great—albeit simplistic—records),
Pleasant Dreams shows the tag no longer
fits

Joey Ramone has come into his own;
there isn't a better singer in the joint.
“*7-11"" shows him at his best. Grieving
in a 60's-like girlfriend-killed-in-car-
crash send up, Joey sounds every bit the
baleful crooner (“‘Last thing [ knew, she
wouldn't make it alive'’) in the am-
bulance glare out on dead man’s curve.
Pathos with pop that never fails to send
me swooning into my beer!

“*Come On Now"’ is quite possibly the
best dance tune I've heard in years. The
acquisition of drummer Mark Hill
(Marky Ramone) was the Ramones
completion. Here he lays out a sturdy
springboard of dance mania while the
hooks just grab in and won’'t let go. My
living room transforms into some frantic
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Shindig outtake everytime it's played
and one could only imagine the raucous
joy on Bandstand if the kids would only
thump Dick Clark over the head and
grab the controls long enough to run it
through.

Only on “The KKK Took My Baby
Away'’ do the Ramones exude any overt
comic stance. As if to say ‘‘here’s rock,
forget the follies,”” the Ramones keep it
pretty straight.

This may well be the Ramones’ best
album. 1 still can’t decide between
““Leave Home"' and this one. Certainly
it is their most accessible album to date,
a truly viable alternative to the moronic
macho sludge now being force fed to us.
This album should burst these guys into
some form of airwave induction.

But don’t hold your breath waiting,
somebody will want to hear ““Smoke On
The Water”’ for the billionth time and of
course such traditional realities can ruin
pleasant dreams.

CUTS

By Ben Hamper

* % «IN THE WORLD, G.E. Smith,
Mirage Records.

In which veteran session man G.E.
Smith comes from way out in left field
to not only get a turn at bat but take a
nice hefty swing. Result: connection
right up the power pop alley. After
laying out spunky guitar riffs for the
likes of Hall & Oates, David Bowie,
Garland Jeffreys it looks as though
Smith has tired of the pinch-hitting role.
Standouts include ‘“‘Heart Frozen Up"’,
**James Brown"’, and a Catholic kid ode
““Nuns With Guns’’. If this collection of
self-penned tunes is any indication of
things to come, he’s in the big leagues to
stay.

+ LOOK OUT!, 20/20, Portrait Records

Wow, what happened here! 20,20
sounds tired and empty, coming up with
a batch of half-baked sci-fi drivel that
would make Gary Numan turn in his
Leonard Nimoy fan club pins. All of this
on the heels of an oustanding (hence un-
sung) debut album that rang of
everything adolescent and pure. Maybe
it’s the L.A. smog or the west coast bug
spray that’s contaminated these popsters
noggins. Sample this pearly gem: “‘I
don’t need a drug to fill a lonely
night/like on your birthday everything's
alright.”” Better fill that prescription
anyway guys.

* * * CROWD CONTROL,
Sound, Ralph Records
Masters of distorted metal fuzz-rock

MX-80

crunch right through the Jimi Hendrix
graveyard of sonic bone-riffs and stand
back and call it art. Heavy metal for
highbrows, a new wave Black Sabbath
you might surmise. This would make
perfect background muzak at a
masochist dental clinic. Add to this a
singer who moans about everything,
from monkeys in a Puerto Rican zoo to
coked-up film producers, in true Lou
Reed monotone aplomb and you've got
perhaps the most intriguing record to
rear its head this year. Don’t be sur-
prised to see these boys become the Van
Halen of the nineties. If they don’t im-
plode first.

+ «FRESH FRUIT FOR ROTTING
VEGETABLES, Dead Kennedys, Cherry
Red Records

““The chessboards filling up with
red/we make more profits when we blow
off théir heads"'. If you guessed Alexan-
der Haig, you're a bit off. Actually the
man responsible is Jello Biafra, front-
man for the Dead Kennedys. So you
thought punk rock had slithered back in-
to the nihilist flophouse to sack-out with
a boy named Sid. Well, just give a listen
here: guitars grinding on amphetamine
highways, venom seeping out of every
curled lip, berzerk ranting over chainsaw
doctrines and the piss-on-the-world
politics of a guy who sounds like Felix
the Cat with his fur on fire. Chummy
titles include “‘Kill the Poor', “‘Let’s
Lynch the Landlord’’ and the every ap-
pealing ““Holiday in Cambodia’. If only
the album was as fun as the lyric
sheet






