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LIVING IN THE USA.

by Doug Cunningham

Get ready to pay 50% more for heat this winter

The robber barons are at it again.

This winter Consumers Power Com-
pany will rip us off for a fifty percent
natural gas rate hike. FIFTY PER-
CENT!

Their insultingly flimsy justification
for this outrage is that they were forced
to buy Algerian gas at roughly three

the activist attorney, has filed suit trying
to block Consumers’ blatant grab for
more profit.

Ferency has long called for public
ownership of the utilities. It makes sen-
se. 1 don’t believe it’s wise to allow
private corporations to keep their
strangleholds on essential goods and

“So far, Consumers Power seems to be
following Henry Ford’s advice—never
complain, never explain.”

times the cost of American gas. They
claim they’re locked into a contract with
the Algerians and they have to pass on
the huge cost increase to us.

T'he Public Service Commission in
Lansing ought to be renamed the Profit
Service Commission. The Republican-
dominated commission just rolls over
and plays dead whenever the utilities

come to them for more price hikes. The |
PSC says there's nothing it can do to |
stop the price hike. So much for serving |

the public.
Other people have raised all kinds of
hell about this, though. Zolton Ferency,

their own
interests,

services. They're out for
narrowly defined economic
not the public's.

State Representative Joe Conroy of
Flint organized a protest against the
price hike a few weeks ago at Con-
sumers’ offices on Court Street. Over
two hundred people, many of them
retirees, turned out carrying signs to

protest the Great Consumers Gas
Gouge. They listened to several
speakers, including some Flint City

Councilmen. They signed petitions
demanding that the price hike not go
through.
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The UAW has gone before the PSC in
Lansing to voice its opposition to the
robber barons. The union was also
represented at the Conroy protest rally.

Michigan Arttorney General Frank

| Kelly has lashed out at Consumers, too.

He wants the automatic rate adjustment

clause that allows Consumers to simply |

pass along price increases eliminated. He
also wants utility prices frozen. Kelly
says that before utilities are given rate
hikes, they should have to prove that
they can’t get energy supplies anywhere
else any cheaper.

It sounds like just plain common sense
for them to have to do that, but under
the current set-up they don’t.

So far, Consumers Power seems to be
following Henry Ford’s advice—never

complain, never explain. The company |

| has remained aloof from the public
protest.
When you have the UAW, state

legislators, the state Attorney General,
Zolton Ferency and public protests
arrayed against a particular move by a
utility and still don’t get results, it gives
you an idea how powerful that utility is.

The Reagan regime encourages the
kind of blatant rip-off Consumers is
pulling. Here in Flint, already hard-hit
by unemployment and inflation, many

poor people will suffer because of Con-
sumers greed. Some of them will have to
choose between food and heat this win-

| ter.

The only choice Consumers
stockholders will have to make is be-
tween profits and more profits.

The Census Burcau says that poverty
| is rising in America. Families had five
and a half percent less spending power
last year than in 1979. Nearly thirty
million of us were below the poverty
level last year.

It’s not hard to see why. We're under
an all-out assault to reverse government
programs for the poor. And an all-out
lassault by companies like Consumers
| Power. But there is a way to stop the rip-
| offs.

The UAW, Ferency and the state
legislature should issue a mass appeal to
customers of Consumers to simply
refuse to pay the outlandish increase in
| store for us this winter. Then they
| should file a massive lawsuit against

Consumers charging them with
| profiteering and mismanagement. A

lawsuit that would tie up the natural gas
| price hike in the courts all winter long.
There's one other thing they ought to
| do, too. Tell Consumers to take this rate
| hike and shove it.






