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thoughts and feelings from the
staff of the Voice

| Happy Birthday
dear Buick...

Buick has never had any concern
for the air that we breath. Anyone
who's been down Leith Street (or
within 20 miles of it) in the last forty
years can tell you that. Polluting
Flint’s air is mot enough, though.
Buick exports that pollution around
the country via the cars that we make
here. Only when forced by the go-
vernment, did Buick start to clean up
its emissions.

Recently, though, it has been re-
vealed that the cars Buick sent the
EPA for pollution testing were rigged
so that the tested emissions would
come out more favorably than the
emissions on all the other Buicks that
are sold to the public. A criminal
investigation by the Justice Depart-
ment is still under way.

As the vyears went by the wages
and benefits have increased but the
working conditions have continued to
be unsatisfying, sometimes unbear-
able. How many men and women

have died before their time because
they spent one too many years in the
Buick foundry (which, by the way, is
closing as GM goes South to screw
at least think of how

Flint — well,

much healthier we'll all be!)? How
many people have been severely
affected, emotionally and

psychologically, by the many years of
repetitive, boring, unstimulating,
non-creative unfilling and
non-thinking jobs on the assembly
line? How nice it would have been if
these people had more to look for-
ward to than a paycheck that falsely
justifies to them what they are doing!
Most importantly, how great it would
be if those who built the cars con-
trolled the plants. Then perhaps
many of the psychological problems
would be alievated. Things usually
get better when you control your own
life.

No, I guess that would have been
too much to ask. As one high level
Buick official told us once in a mo-
ment of candor:

"“"The job on the assembly line is so
simple that monkeys could do it
We've aften wondered how beautiful
it would be to bring the monkeys or
the chimps in, train them, and have
them build the cars. no
wages, no crap. "’

Happy birthday, Buick!

No unions,

...and Bon Voyage!
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the process, 30,000 have disappeared,
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and protests. Last
, over 200,000 workers par-
ticipated in strikes in many industries,
including mail, telegraph, grain,
power, meatpacking and auto. A year
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The auto giant has denied that any
of this has affected decision to
cancel its Argentine operations
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Ad rates are incredibly low. ¥

'-_;‘monthly b;r-the Dnvison Hotline, Inc.
- The VOICE operates ns a ‘collective of peop

of that cost. Please support them and than
VOICF. The uther 3300 comes from donxtinﬂsi

i Snbsu-lpdum are 53 00 per year or whatever ycu

Call 742-1230 to subscribe or advertise.
~ The Hotline Center is located at S005 Lapeer Rd. Burton, Ml 43509
~ The all-volunteer staff (writers,
people, layout and design and distribution people) includes:
r Cynthia Halboth, Michael Moore. Tim Bair,
Dave Liske,Alan Hirvela, Doug Cunningham, Dan Bremer, Jim Sherry Barb Lisk.
‘Veronica Moore, Rick Smith, Ida Taylor, Becky Mettert, Steve Blnder
Hazel bremer,Denny Halbedel and Dave Binder, Doug Sanders.
We need help! Many staff positions are open.
Give us a call or write us a letter and let us know what you think.
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