Marriage-gate

Being an avid Nixon-detractor for a
number of years, you can bet that the
week of June 17 was one of the high
points for me this year. Celebrating the
10th anniversary of the Watergate
break-in, the three networks and
National Public Radio replayed, reran,
and recounted the events over and over,
sweaty upper lip and all, a virtual visual
and audio orgasm for the truly needy
among us.

““The president you loved to hate.”
You couldn’t even like him if you had
voted for him. Now, that’s the kind of
president we need today.

I’ve always felt that Nixon was
removed for the wrong reasons; that his
prolonging of the Vietnam War and his
invasion of Cambodia (both of which
cost an estimated 20,000 American lives
and 500,000 Asian lives) was his real
sinister deed and that alone should have
been cause for impeachment. But the
end result was the same; Nixon was
gone, and sadly, we weren’t going to
have him to kick around anymore.

Then, amidst reveling in the glory of

times past, comes the late night Howdy
Doody, Ted “*Nightline’” Koppel with a
question I at first thought to be
ridiculous, but turned out to be in-
triguing. On the night of June 17, Kop-
pel had Woodward and Bernstein on for
an interview. After rethrashing the
Nixon downfall once more before bed-
time (I assumed there would be no
coverage at midnight on the 700 Club),
Koppel asked W & B if each of them had
been married at the time they worked on
the Watergate story. They looked at
each other as if to say, *“What does that
have to do with anything?’ No, they
replied, they were single at the time.
Koppel then asked them that if they had
been married, do they think they would
have written the stories they did, con-
sidering how they had to meet **Deep
Throat’ at all hours of the night and
work at the office for days at a time.
Woodward smiled and said, ‘‘No, I
don’t think we would have covered the
story to the extent that we did had we
been married.”’

Whew, I thought, what an indictment
of marriage! He just said that perhaps
the most important story of the past
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decade may not have ever been written
and Nixon might have remained

president—had they been married! g

What does that say about marriage (or
any kind of exclusive relationship)? That
it’s a stifling environment which doesn’t
allow the participants the freedom to
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achieve the fullest of their potential?
How many other stories, works of art,
or scientific discoveries never occur
because two people act in tandem to suf-
focate each other’s spirit, will, drive,
creativity and independence? Shouldn’t
relationships exist to offer support, en-
couragement, mutual growth, and
respect for each other’s individualness?
Why do we want to sit on another per-
son’s (especially one whom we claim to
“‘love’’) ability to grow into the person
he or she wants to be? Why can’t that
growth be seen as health for the relation-
ship instead of posing some weird threat
to our own insecure and selfish needs?
How many more questions about relation-
ships and marriage can I ask in a column
that was supposed to have been about
Watergate? Here’s just a few more:

““When are you coming home?”’

““Why do you work so much?’’

“Where’s dinner?"’

““Who were you talking to?”’

“Why do you want to go and do
that?”’

““How can we ever afford that?"’

““Where are you going?”’

““Who are you?**

Relationships of ownership. . .

The winning names in last Sunday’s
“*Name the Royal Baby”’ contest on our
radio show were Prince Malvenas, Prince
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AutoWorld would not be built. Or take
a look at the article in this issue of the
Voice (**And Then There’s the
‘Disneyland Solution’) by National
Public Radio’s Daniel Zwerdling, who
spent a few days in Flint and came away
with an impression that would do all of
us well to read.

Well, whatever you do, Flint Journal,
! perhaps it’s time you got out of bed with
GM-Mott-Hyatt-Rutherford and start
writing for the people of this com-
munity. Surely, you don’t need a
Weather Report to know which way the
wind’s blowing. . .

Finally, thanks to the 500 people who
attended our film benefit, ““Tell Me A
Riddle’’ at Bower Theatre and raised
$1500 for the Voice. Special thanks to
Dr. Robert Rue, president of Mott
College, and the staff of Bower Theatre,
for making the evening possible.
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Bud, Prince Spaghetti, Prince Up (as
in “*Prince Up-Chuck-and-Di’"), Prince
Mark Miller (for similarity in cranium
covering), Prince Prance, Prince Ronnie
and Prince “‘Him’’ (for those favoring a
generic prince). Well, the House of
‘Windsor once again didn’t listen to Flint
and went ahead and named him
William.

I’ve heard from reliable sources,
though, that the real reason Haig
resigned was because he was so upset
that, due to the little prince’s birth, he
was no longer second in succession to
the throne. ...
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Please, Flint Journal, get off your
knees! Last Sunday’s “‘editorial”’—an
open letter to the Mott Foundation
begging it to build AutoWorld—was an
embarrassing display of journalism which
long aga earned yon the name of “The
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AutoWorld would not bring business to
downtown and would not do anything to
solve Flint's unemployment problem? If
you don’t read your own paper (like
100,000 other peole in this county
don’t), then at least take a look at the
Flint Voice which quoted Bill White—
at a private meeting you attended (but
didn't report on)—as saying that
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