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Voice is wrong
on Israel

Dear Voice:

I am writing to protest Alan Hirvela’s
article entitled *‘No to Israel”” (The Flint
Voice, July 2-15, 1982). The current
Israeli invasion of Lebanon is a complex
situation, hardly reducible to a “‘yes’’ or
““No’’ stance as Hirvela suggests. Such a
stance implies that there is one right an-
swer, and that Hirvela has the necessary
information to find one. Yet lack of
reliable information has always been a
crucial problem in the world's response
to the Middle East crisis, and the most
recent invasion is certainly no exception.
Hirvela, however, never once mentions
the sources of his information; his
“‘casual look at the facts” is simply
irresponsible journalism.

For example, his first major assum-
ption—that ‘“‘under no circumstances
was this action on Israel’s part necessary
or justified’’—blatantly ignores the
recent PLO’s terrorist attacks on Israel.
Israelis have been subjected to such con-
tinuous shellings and land mines, that
residents of many towns and kibbutzim
in Northern Israel have spent half their
waking hours in bomb shelters. PLO at-
tacks on schoolchildren are frequent
enough to warrant constant surveillance
of every Israeli school by an armed
guard. The U.N. Peacekeeping Force
habitually allow terrorists carrying
weapons and bombs to cross borders in-
to Israel. Having recently returned from
a five month stay in Israel, I watched my
handful of Israeli friends mourn no less
than seven loved ones lost to mines and
bombs planted by PLO terrorists.

Ideally, the Israeli response to such an
intolerable living situation would be a
diplomatic one. But the PLO continues
to refuse all attempts to directly
negotiate with Israel (whose existence
they vehemently deny), insisting that
anything less than the extermination of
the Jewish state is insufficient. While 1
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would agree with Hirvela that the
atrocities currently being committed in
Lebanon are hardly excusable, clearly
the Israelis cannot watch passively as a
group of people determined to destroy
their country continue to harass and
terrorize them daily.

Hirvela’s answer to this problem is to
completely cut off Israel from all U.S.
military and foreign aid, as a posture
““not against the Jewish people or the
State of Israel; just against the current
administration.”” However, Hirvela has
casually overlooked the fact the Arab
nations would use this opportunity and
their Soviet and American arms, to drive
Israel into the sea—a goal they continue
to broadcast on their radios and print in
their newspapers. Thus Hirvela’s ‘“No"*
to the present administration is actually
to also say “*“No"’ to the existence of the
State of Israel, and ultimately to the
Jewish people, both in Israel and
abroad.

There is a discernible change among
Jews in the diaspora, as well as among
Israclis. No longer are they willing to
unquestioningly support Israel’s every
move. Many object to this most recent
invasion. 1 for one, feel the heavy toll
taken on civilian lives in Lebanon is
atrocious, yet so are the goals and tactics
of the PLO. While the Palestinians need
a homeland too, their coexistence within
or alongside Israel is impossible until
they are willing to acknowledge Israel’s
right to exist. The problems are ob-
viously complex and so are the answers.
Saying ‘‘No" to Israel, before the Mid-
dle East crisis has been resolved can only
mean saying ‘‘Yes’' to further blood-
shed and misery.

Julie Levine
El Cajon, California

There were no PLO attacks on Israel
during the 1l-month cease fire which
existed before the Israeli invasion of
Lebanon. That is a fact confirmed by
the U.N. and the various journalists
covering the Middle East. In the past
vear, the PLO has changed its position
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and stated that they accept Israel’s right
to exist. Israel will not reciprocate. The
invasion of Lebanon had been planned
Jor months and executed without con-
cern for the thousands of civilians whom
Israel killed.

The Flint Voice supports neither the
killing of school children by the PLO
nor the killing of children by Menachem
Begin (which was his profession in the
1940s). We will continue ro speak out
against the murderous policies of Israel,
JSor the right of the Palestinians to have
their own country and for the right of
Israel to exist in peace.

— The Staff of the Flint Voice

Any way you cut it,
it’s genocide

Dear Editor:

A few years ago, there was a running
dialogue over a period of three months
in the Flint Voice about Israel and the
Palestinians, between a man of
Palestinian background and myself. At
that time I adamantly supported the
right of Israel to exist as an independent
state. 1 took issue with the idea that a
““democratic secular state’’ was anything
but a PLO code phrase for the destruc-
tion of Israel and expulsion of most of
the Jews.

In no way, shape, manner or form,
however, do I condone the Israeli in-
vasion of Lebanon. Genocide is
genocide, by whomever it is committed.
The Palestinian and Lebanese people
have every bit as much right to live in
peace as do the Israelis. The Palestinians
within Israel have been subjected to
deprivation of the most basic human
rights and have been systematically
treated as subhuman.

I get incensed when I hear abstract
discussions about which people arrived
in Palestine first or second. We are
talking about people, not abstractions,
and if human rights do not extend to all
people, they are meaningless.

Without the continued support of the
U.S. government, Israel could not and
would not embark on imperialist adven-
tures. The reason for this support is not,

as some believe, because of any Jewish
lobby. It is because the U.S. govern-
ment, entirely for its own reasons, wants
to be able to police the Middle East
through proxies such as Israel and
Egypt. Thus, the posture of Reagan as
peacemaker who wants to send U.S.
Marines to Lebanon is ridiculous. If he
really wanted peace in the Middle East,
he would immediately cease arms ship-
ments to Israel and to any other coun-
tries receiving U.S. arms. We should
demand an immediate Israeli withdrawal
from Lebanon and from all the
territories occupied since 1967.

Dan Bremer
Flint
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