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The Democrars invaded Flint last week for their state con-
vention and were greeted by the city'’s mavor, a born-again
Democrar. Seen here finishing his salad. the mavor stated his
enthusiasm for the large influx of visitors to Flint and, in the
rrue spirit of the pariy, was affering rides for a nickel instead

af his usual price of 25-.
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folks"" assurances. For instance, Reagan
has called for an additional 3400 million
[ nuclear weapons and more than $1
illion in tax credits for parents
affluent cnough to send their children to
private schools,
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“truly needy'* the only way it knows it takes a lot of nerve for an ad-
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Sometimes Protest Works

Eighteen months ago, the front page of the Flint Voice an-
nounced that the Flint police department ranked number one with
respect to the number of people killed, per capita, by any police
department in the country.

Now, in September of 1982, we have completed more than a vear
without any killings at the hands of our police. And, likewise. no
police have been Killed.

We have also been through eighteen months and almost two
summers of growing unemplovment, loss of income, lack of oppor-
tunity and the progressive increase in despair, hopelessness and
frustration that accompany such times. These are overwhelming
problems in Flint and our city has become the focus of innumerable
studies and presentations of these issues on national television and
in the world press.

In all other communities, the incidence of police use of deadly
force increases under these social conditions. The opposite is true
here. We believe that the explanation for this paradox lies in the fact
that the community, through its persistent outrage at the police
shootings, has forced the police department to re-evalute its policy
of “‘Shoot first, ask questions later.””

After more than a decade of vocal community concern and the
loss of too many lives, a new firearms policy was adopted by our
police department. That policy now severely limits the shooting of
fleeing felons while continuing to allow citizens and the police to be
protected from armed individuals presenting a real threat

In addition to the change in firearms policv. a highly
sophisticated training program has been instituted by the depart-
ment dealing with many problem areas in police training, such as
decision-making under stress, domestic violence, use of deadly
force, and police-community relations. This computerized, multi-
media program is probably the most advanced police training
vehicle in the world.

In July, September and Associates, the consultant firm respon-
sible for the development of this simulation training program,
presented the final product to the city. Hundreds of citizens and
police officers celebrated this accomplishment together. The room
was charged with good feelings and it felt like the beginning of the
end of long-held attitudes of the police to the community it is sup-
posed to serve.

We want to applaud these achievements which have resulted from
community input and the positive response of the police depart-
ment.

Most importantly, though, it was the many individuals who have
protested so long and worked so diligently over the vears to make
this beginning possible. They have proven that there’s power in each
of us to make changes happen, even when the odds against success
seem overwhelming. m
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