The Notable
& The Quotable

The following are a few choice quotes from the
book, The Price of Power by Seymour Hersh:

* “ls there something in it for the jigs? Henry, let's leave the niggers
to Bill (Rogers, Secretary of State) and we'll take care of the rest of the
world.”

—-A National Security Council aide quoting Nixon

® “Nixon went into his reverie...that strange reverie. It may have lasted

- for thirty seconds. “No,’ Nixon said. “We've got to have more of this.

Assassinations. Killings. That's what they’re doing.”
—~NSC Aide Laurence Lynn
*It's those dirty rotten Jews from New York who are behind it."
~White House Aide Alexander Butterfield
quoting Nixon
®“Those senators think they can push Nixon around on Haynsworth
and Carswell. Well, I'll show them who's tough.”
~-NSC Aide William Watts
quoting Richard Nixon during the pl; ing of the i ion of C.
®*“He (Nixon) was like a college coach giving a pep talk. He was, in ef-
fect, giving the Chiefs (Joint Chiefs of Statf) carte blance” in the war, “He
was a little bit out of control. It scared the shit out of me.”
—A Pentagon official describing Nixon in action
®*“He had a real machismo thing for the Israelis. He liked to see them
shed blood."”

—Roger Morris describing Nixon

*“|t's a Cuban seaport, Haldeman, and these pictures show the
Cubans are building soccer fields. These soccer fields could mean war,
Bob. Cubans play baseball. Russians play soccer.”

—~Haldeman quoting Kissinger on reports that the Cuban port of Cienfuegos
was being developed for military use by the Soviet Union.
®"“Either we have somebody in the country do it or we do it ourselves. |
was stunned; | was aghast. It stuck in my mind so much because for the
first time in my life | realized that my government actually was involved in
planning to kill people. | don’t know if they used the word assassinate,
but it was to get rid of him, to terminate him—he was to go.”
—~Yeoman Charles Radford, Pentagon aide, relating plans to kill Chilean
president Salvador Allende
®“Frei (President) should know that not a nut or bolt will be allowed to
reach Chile under Allende. Once Allende comes to power we shall do all
within our power to condemn Chile and Chileans to deprivation and
poverty, a policy designed for a long time to come.”
—Edward Korry, American Ambassador to Chile
®"“Egil Krogh just blew up. ‘My God, don’t you people understand—the
man (Nixon) is going to blow them (the North Vietnamese) off the face of
the earth.”
~Charles Cooke, aide to Eliot Richardsen

®*“Young (an NSC aide to Kissinger) told me of the time he was on the

phone (listening in) when Nixon and Kissinger were talking. Nixon was

drunk and he said, ‘Henry, we've got to nuke them.””
~White House aide Egil Krogh
®*..the bastards have never been bombed like they're going to be
bombed this time.”
=Nixon speaking to John Mitchel and H.R. Haldeman as recorded on the
White House taping system.
®“He (Kissinger) was an untouchable, and the sad thing is that
everyone in our office believed it. It was never said, but certainly people
were afraid to question him.”
—A Watergate prosecutor on the way they ignored Kissinger throughout the
Watergate investigation.
®“Henry, you tell those sons of bitches that the President is a madman
and you don't know how to deal with him. Once re-elected I'll be a mad
bomber."

—Charles Colson quoting Nixon king to K g
*“Please tell him (Kissinger) it will hurt-not help us to get the (Viet-
nam) peace settlement before the election.”
—Charles Colson quoting Nixon
*“I've by no means decided to give up this job yet. You know, | enjoy it
very much...You see, when one yields power, and when one has it for a
long time, one ends up thinking one has a right to it.”
—~Kissinger speaking to Italian journalist Oriana Fallaci

*“We'll kill the son-of-a-bitch (Thieu) if we have to.”
~U.S. Ambassador William Porter quoting Kissinger during the Vietnam
peace talks
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Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger: their alleged successes in foreign affairs were in fact among
the most brutal and self-serving acts in modern history.
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theory. This was the notion that Nixon was |
slightly mad, and, as such, was capable of |
devastating acts of violence. Kissinger com- |

municated, in the form of a threat to the |

North Vietnamese, that Nixon was essen-

tially uncontrollable, and was even capable |
the use of nuclear |

of going as far as
weapons (which the B-52's were equipped

to carry) if his madness extended far
enough,
A third component of the Nixon- |

Kissinger plan was the development of the
concept of Vietnamization, a policy that
called for South Vietnamese troops to
gradually assume the responsibility for the
ground fighting that U.S. troops had been
carrying out. To a war weary U.S., the idea
sounded fine. What wasn't made clear was
the other half of Vietnamization: the inten-
sification of U.S. bombing. Hersh shows
how U.S. strategic planners felt from the
start that Vietnamization could succeed,
but only with the support of mass American
bombing in North Vietnam. As Daniel
Ellsberg put it, it merely meant the substitu-
tion of more yellow bodies for the black
and white American bodies that had been
the earlier casualties in the war. Records
show that the Nixon-Kissinger policy was
responsible for dropping more bombs on
Southeast Asia than were dropped in all of
World War I1.

The final section and perhaps the best
work of The Price of Power is devoted to
the peace talks in 1972, when Nixon
desperately sought re-election and Kiss-
inger, by now on extremely bad terms with
Nixon and faced with the probable loss of
his job, struggled to get himsell back in
Nixon's good graces.

Nixon came to believe, as Hersh
demonstrates in excruciating detail, that a
settlement of the war before the November
election would hurt his chances of being re-
elected, and he thus embarked upon a
treacherous policy of agreeing to and then
disavowing terms for peace that Kissinger

had worked out with Le Duc Tho, the
North Vietnamese negotiator. Kissinger,
meanwhile, was convinced that a peace set-
tlement prior to the election was his only
hope of moving on to the post of Secretary
of State in the next Nixon administration,
as well as keeping his NSA job.

In October, 1972 Kissinger came to terms
with the North Vietnamese, and on two
seperate occasions that month Nixon gave
his agreement. In the meantime, Nguyen
Van Thieu, President of South Vietnam,
refused to accept the terms, and Nixon, in
an effort to show his toughness and to delay
a settlement to insure his re-election (polls
showed that a majority of the American
people opposed one of the key elements of
the peace treaty—a coalition government in
South Vietnam), decided to support Thieu's
stubborn stance.

By reneging on the terms he had twice
agreed to Nixon was responsible for one of
the sorriest chapters in American History.
By backing off on the October agreement,
he made possible the death of thousands
more soldiers and civilians throughout Viet-
nam.

With his eventual re-election achieved
and the worry about his political future
behind him, Nixon entered his second term
in office full of belligerance. He decided to
get even tougher with the North Vietnamese
and ordered the infamous Christmas bomb-
ing of Hanoi, one of the most tragic events
in human history.

Peace finally was achieved with the
North Vietnamese, and it ended up being
on virtually the same terms agreed to by
Nixon and Kissinger in October. A betrayal
in the negotiations and a hard-line attitude
responsible for the death of thousands had
purchased an election for Nixon and a se-
cond chance for Kissinger. They were, in
fact, the same components—the equation
for the price of power that had characteriz-
ed virtually all of their foreign policy deci-
sions.

Pulitzer Prize winning journalist Seymour Hersh, author of The Price of Power.






