Are Gays People Too?

by Gary Basset!
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dismissed from jobs they have held for many
vears after their employer learns or suspects
they are gay.

Three Michigan - cities Ann  Arbor,
Detroit, and East Lansing have longstand-
ing ordinances which prohibit discrimination
on the orientation
only these three communities provide full pro
tection, Michigan gays gain or lose rights
simply by crossing city lines, The inclusion of
“*sexual orientation’ 1iguage in the Ellion-
Civil Rights Act through HB 35000
would provide uniform statewide protection
to all Michigan persons, allowing formal com-
plaints of discrimination based on a person’s
sexual orientation to be filed with the
Michigan Civil Rights Commission.

Now in his fifth vear as a State Represen-
from the staunchly conservative
western-Michigan district of Grand Haven
(ncar Holland), 39-year old Republican Jim
Dressel is placing his political career on the line
as the primary sponsor of the proposed gay
rights legislation. Even before the bill's Oc-
tober 5th introduction in the State House
Judiciary Committee where Chairman
Perry Bullard (D-Ann Arbor) is cosponsoring
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the bipartisan legislation Dressel was
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State Representative James Dressel

it’s good to disen e. I've been going to
church all of my life, and my God is one who's
loving. God loves every single person in this
world."" Dressel is quick to point out that even
among religions that stll reject the
homosexual lifestyle. there is a growing con-
sensus that officially sanctioned discrimina-
ton against gay people is *‘dangerous, un-
constitutional, and immoral.’

Joining Dressel as part of Advocacy "83 and
Michigan's first full-time gay rights lobbyist
has been Michigan Organization for Human
Rights (MOHR) executive director Richard
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“TI" Anthony. As a former aide to U
Senator Donald Riegle for seven years, T.J.
Anthony has brought to the
movement a solid background in M
politics, having first served under Riegle as a
regional represe ive in northern lower
Michigan and later as the Senator's Deputy
State Campaign Director.

As a recognized supporter and active par-
ticipant in the feminist movement, Anthony
been instrumental in  uniting lesbian
women and gay men in the current statewide
thrust toward full civil rights. In a written
statement earlier this year, Sisters
Build A Network (LSBN a Detroit-based
women's activist group) emphasized the im-
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Lesbian

portant link between feminism and gay/les-
bian rights: ““Risky as it may be, we must
begin to talk — as human t0 human — be-
vond geni . The gay issue is bigger than gay
rights; it's about individual freedom and
dignity. A/ legislation affects evervone, either
in a direct or indirect way. Repeal of sodomy
laws is important to everyone, as is the Equal
Rights Amendment and the abortion ques-
tion. Gender is not the issue: individual choice
is. Working in coalition is power. That alone is
reason enough 1o band together.”” Anthony
has called upon members of the gay communi-
ty to organize and work closely with feminist
groups under the banner that “‘injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”

According to Anthony, **The nearest thing
resembling a closet any gay person should ever
se¢ again is a voting booth. It is there that gay
people will exert their determination for the
same basic rights now enjoyed by most other
Americans. We seek nothing less than full
citizenship for the nearly one million lesbians
and gayv men in Michigan, and the millions
more throughout the country.” In local televi-
sion and radio talk shows over the past
months, Anthony has cited the Moral Majori-
ty and other New Right groups for *‘pro-
moting regressive legislation and human living
conditions,”” in connection with which *‘they
pay no price for reinforcement.””

MOHR is presently the largest lesbian/gay
organization in Michigan; the only statewide
group: and the only organization with a full-
time office working for gay civil rights. In ad-
dition to Anthony, MOHR has recently re-
tained the serviges of Susan Green, former Na-
tional Field Director for the Gay Rights Na-
tional Lobby (GRNL) in Washington, D.C.
Green, who attended the University of
Michigan. has returned to Michigan to help
coordinate the Advocacy '83 campaign.

MOHR is encouraging every gay person and
supporter of human rights in Michigan 1o ac-
tively work for justice through Advocacy '83
by: 1) contacting their state representatives
and senators to encourage legislative support
of HB 3000; 2) authorizing MOHR 1o send
**justice messages™’ (public opinion telegrams)
in their names (0 representatives, senators,
and the governor in order to assure a high
volume of constituent response at crucial times
during movement of the bill; 3) joining one of
the local legislative groups now being formed
in every House district to lobby for passage;
and 4) encouraging others friends, family,
coworkers who believe in human rights to
take supportive action.

The next hurdle for HB 5000 is introduction
from the Judiciary Committee to the floor and
corresponding  passage by the full House
before it can be considered in the State
Senate, where a tough uphill battle 15 ex-
pected. B

Additional information on the bill or
related activities can be obrained through the
MOHR affice at 940 W. McNichols, Detroit,
M 48203 (313/863-7255).

Gary Bassert is a staff writer for Metra,
Michigan's largest gay publication. He also
serves as Michigan's news correspondent to
The Advocate, @ national gay newsmagazine.
He currently resides in Fling.

A Dessert Topping and a Floor Wax?
Actually, \

is The Fastest Growing Citizen's Group in Michjgan under the direc-
tion of students. We are working for:
1. Responsible toxic waste management:
PIRGIM’'S Save Qur Water Campaign. \

2. Justified utility rate hikes.

* organizing
* research

CONTACT: Lansing
Royal Oak
Ann Arbor

3. Stronger funding for higher education.
Paid, Academic Internship, and Volunteer Positions available in:

* fundraising
* education

517-353-5196
313-545-5655
313-662-6597

TOXIC WASTE HOTLINE: 1-800-841-6795

e







