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yourself a file.”’

In Seattle, Washington, the head
of the police intelligence division
there was relieved of his command
after he transferred LEIU files to
California rather than turn them over
to a local coalition against govern-
ment spying.

“1 am forwarding our LEIU cards
to you since I can no longer guaran-
tee their security,’’ he wrote to Stan
Carey, Northwest Zone Chairman of
LEIU, *""Please retain the cards until
the situation here improves or until
we are forced to resign from LEIU
membership."’

As a result of these revelations and
its own investigation into the LEIU,
the Subcommittee on Privacy of the
Michigan House Civil Rights Com-
mittee will introduce legislation later
this month to make membership in

LEIU illegal for Michigan law en-
forcement agencies.
“It is our hope,” said Repre-

sentative Jeffrey Padden (D-Wyan-
dotte), ‘‘that the legislation we intro-
duce will force the law enforcement
community and the LEIU to come
forward and address the question of
its claimed exemption from govern-
mental oversight and its now con-
tirmed involvement in political spy-
ing."”

Despite this mounting, irrefutable
evidence, Mayor Rutherford and
Chief Durbin continue to cling to
their claim that they know of no such
activities now taking place in Flint.

We began our investigation by
contacting Lieutenant Ron Ferne-
lious, head of the Special Operations
Bureau. He agreed to talk to us, but
when we called him the day of the
appointment to confirm it, minutes
before the scheduled interview, he
told us he had been ordered by
Durbin not to talk to us.
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Flint Police Chlef Max Durbin

When we went to talk to Durbin,
lhe refused to consent to a taped
interview. In fact, he reached over,
grabbed the tape recorder and ejec-

ed the tape.
‘He denied that there was any
inoncriminal  intelligence gathering

going on and said he wasn’t respon-
sible for what happened before he
became police chief in July of 1976.
He did admit, however, that he
“routinely’’ assigns officers to watch
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demonstrations in the area.

“When you had your Sunny Day
thing or whatever it was, we were
certainly there watching,”” Durbin
said.

He was referring to the nationally
recognized Sun Day when people
coast to coast turned out to attend
activities focusing on alternative
forms of energy like solar power.
This summer here in Flint over 200
people turned out for a Sun Day
demonstration march to Consumers
Power called by the Huron Alliance
and the VOICE.

Durbin sees nothing wrong with the
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LEIU and refuses to end the Flint
Police Department’s mumbership in
it. He maintains that it is a ‘‘valuable
police resource.”’

He told us the police are not
collecting political information and
said that he will not violate anyone's
civil liberties.

He did concede, though, that “‘It's
possible that someone in the LEIU
system who has a propensity to vio-
late civil rights could use the system
to do that.””

It's precisely that possibility that
has civil libertarians in the area
worried. LEIU has hundreds of local
member police departments through-
out the U.5. and Canada.- They all
claim that they use the LEIU network
exclusively for criminal intelligence.
Yet that just isn’t the case.

In a taped interview with the
VOICE Mayor Rutherford said, “To
my knowledge the Flint Police De-
partment has never been involved in
political espionage, if that's the term
you want to use, and if 1 had any
reason to believe they were, then
whether they belonged to LEIU or
didn't belong to LEIU there would be
some action taken."’

Rutherford also said that he has let
Durbin know that he doesn’t want
political spying to be carried out by
the police and that if the police chief
goes against that edict he will be
fired.

The fact is, though, there has been
proof that the Flint police have been
involved in such activity and the
Mayer-did nothing.

This was in 1976 when a complaint
by the U.5. Labor Party prompted an
investigation by the ombudsman into
police files. In his report to the city
council ombudsman__Dupcza _said
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*‘Files were kept not only on the U.S.
Labor Party, but on other private
groups and other private citizens that
were noncriminal in nature.’’

It was discovered that there were
even some files on councilpersons.
Dupcza’s findings directly contra-
dicted what then-Police Chief Herb
Adams and Captain Bruce Howe had
told the council only five months
earlier. At that time they had denied
to the council that noncriminal files
were being kept.

During a heated city council meet-
ing on June 9, 1976, several council-
men accused the police of lying.
When we quoted these accusations
from city council minutes Rutherford

said, “First of all, 1 don’t concede
that it was ever proved that they
were lying.”’

When it was pointed out that the
councilpeople weren't the only ones
who believed the police lied, Ruther-
ford responded, “*OK, hey, if ALL
NINE other councilmen were con-
vinced of it, it doesn’t make it so0.”’

When we suggested that the police
department and the city must some-
how deal with the lies that were told
and when we asked how he could still
categorically deny any police involve-
ment with political surveillance,
Rutherford responded, ““You'd better
pull your tape, young man, you bet-
ter play your tape again and I said
‘To my knowledge.’ And it's still not
to my knowledge.”

Rutherford then proceeded to get
defensive, saying he was certain the
VOICE would attack him personally
when we wrote this story. He added,
“You will, you know, and there's
nothing I can do about it."”’

Rutherford says he still supports
the Flint Police Department’'s mem-
bership in LEIU and thinks that the
police are restricting their use of
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LEIU to criminal matters.

He said that as a result of dis-
cussions with the VOICE he might
talk ‘‘to some other people and ask
them some other things as to what's
happening.”’

He referred us to former Assistant
Chief of Police Louis Szabo, saying
Szabo was the man who ‘“‘very fre-
quently went to LEIU conventions’

and knew the most about Flint's
involvement with LEIU.
But Szabo's not talking. When we
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called him for an interview he abso-
lutely refused to comment. He did
say, though, that he had spoken to
Lieutenant Fernelious about the
VOICE’s inquiry.

The police thought the controversy
over political files was over after the
flap died down in 1976. They burned
their noncriminal files that year be-
fore the city ombudsman had a
chance to inspect them. According to
the ombudsman, he notified them of
his intention to inspect the files be-
fore they were burned.

Chief Durbin was called before the
council to explain, and most of the
council bought his claim that LEIU
was involved with criminal investi-
gations only.

Of course, that was all before the
recent evidence proving LEIU's in-
volvement in political spying. In May
of 1978 the Detroit City Council
questioned its chief of police about
LEIU.

The Detroit Free Press then ran
stories based on the Ann Arbor con-
ference information that revealed an
April, 1973 meeting in Detroit called
by LEIU. At that meeting were LEIU
members from the Michigan State
Police, the Detroit, Warren and Flint
police departments and the Attornex
General's office. They were there for
a demonstration by Michigan Bell
Telephone Company of illegal phone
bugging equipment.

In 1974 the Detroit police attended
an LEIU regional conference in To-
ronto where a seminar entitled *'Cur-
rent Militant Activities in North
America’ was held.

Other LEIU regional conferences
included one in 1970, also attended
by the Detroit police, on *‘Intelli-
gence Functions in Campus Disor-
ders, Rock Fests and Similar Gather-
ings' and ‘‘Students for a Democra-
tic Society™.

The Flint branch of the ACLU has
authorized its attorneys to prepare a
similar suit, but so far it hasn’t been
filed.

Meanwhile the Flint Police Depart-
ment is still a member of LEIU,
presumably an active one.

So what we're faced with is a
police department that lied about
keeping noncriminal files in the past,
a city ombudsman that says he saw
an LEIU card containing such infor-
mation with his own eyes in 1976, a
mayor and a police chief who both
deny any knowledge of such activity
and mounting evidence that LEIU in
involved with collecting an dissemi-
nating mnoncriminal information
nationwide, using local member po-
lice departments to do it.

Both the police chief, and the
mayor, himself a former police chief,
oppose a citizens review board to
monitor police file-keeping practices.

And now they're saying that we
just have to take their word that the
police are not conducting political
surveillance presently.

On the other hand there are people
who are increasingly concerned about
the threats to their right to privacy
posed by Flint’s membership in LEIU
and the unchecked actions of the
Special Operations Bureau.







