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General Motor’s

request for
welfare in Flint

should be denied

With all of the talk of a *‘tax revolution’' going on in this country, it is
shocking to discover that few people in Flint are aware of one of the
biggest rip-offs that is about to happen to the average tax payer.

We are referring to the request by General Motors to have the Economic
Development Corperation of the City of Flint to designate all GM property
in the city as ‘‘industrial development districts.”’ In plain English, that
means a reduction of GM’s property taxes by 50% for as long as twelve
years

GM says it needs the tax breaks so they can expand their plants here
and offer more jobs to the community. Without the breaks, they threaten to
g0 to other states to build their factories.

So with that gun to their collective head, the city administration is
supporting the reduction of GM's taxes as has Genesee Township and the
City of Burton.

In our opinion, this is welfare for the rich. GM pays thousands of dollars
in property taxes that are vital to the functioning of our schools and
government. A reduction of their share means an increase of ours.
Remember that as you pay your tax bill next month. Qur taxes keep going
up because the wealthy corporations’ keep going down.

GM has just recorded another record year with profits in the billions of
dollars. And yet they have the audacity to demand to have their taxes
lowered or else...

Well, we say good riddens GM, go south if you want. Of course, we all
know this won’t happen. It's much cheaper for them to expand here than
to relocate there. It's also much easier to keep everyone here scared
because they're the only show in town, whereas elsewhere they may have a
more diversified economy to contend with.

No, GM isn't leaving. They're simply looking for another way to bilk a
few more pennies from the good people of Flint. They have yet to realize
that it is they who owe wus for the enviroment they've destroyed and the
human lives they've manipulated and exploited with false rewards for a
very unfulfilling job.

What's good for GM is not necessarily good for Flint.

U.S. support for Shah

must end

The Shah of Iran has the distinction of being the political establishment’s
favorite dictator. President Carter, having discarded his human rights
promises like the rest of his pre-election promises, has endorsed the
installation of a military government in Iran and has remained silent on the
arrest of the best-known opposition leader in Iran. Even the Detroit Free
Press has editorialized that the Shah had no choice but to crack down on
dissent. Walter Cronkite has speculated that the United States might have
to send in troops to help the Shah.

The support for the Shah has even gone to the extent that the news
media in this country retails almost uncritically the official lies from the
Shah's Fars news agency, making it appear that the Shah is a progressive
trying to bring Iran into the twentieth century against the opposition of a
conservative Muslim population.

The support for the Shah from people and institutions supposedly
dedicated to free expression and democracy has shocked many, but it
proves that the maintenance of capitalism and imperialism are paramount
to everything else for our political and media establishment.

Iranian students in this country have been forced to wear masks while
demonstrating against the Shah, because they fear reprisals against their
families by the dreaded SAVAK, the Iranian secret police. The students
fear that SAVAK has cooperation from police agencies and others in this
country. If the Detroit Free Press, President Carter and Walter Cronkite
support the Shah as much as they say they do, the fears of the Iranian
students are well grounded.

The Iranians have alrcady been told point blank that they can expect no
help, and considerable harm, from politicians and the news media in this
country. We need a new movement in this country to fight against the war
that Carter is waging against the people of Iran.

The VOICE demands that all military aid and sales to Iran cease
immediately.

PBB 1, People O

Unbelievable is the only way to describe the recent court decision in
favor of the Michigan Chemical Corporation and the State of Michigan for
poisoning 90% of us with PBB. The judge, as if he was pulling off a great
pubicity stunt for Governor Milliken just one week before the election,
declared that small amounts of PBB in cattle were not harmful to the cow’s
health or to ours. The judge then proceeded to place the burden for paying
all of the court costs ($1000 a day for fourteen months) on the farmer who
brought forth the suit.

We are appalled and angered at this obviously politically motivated
decision. Even if small amounts of PBB are not harmful, add up the
consumption of a lot of small amounts for a five year period and what you
have is a large amount of PBB in your body.

Scientists and doctors figure that we'll know in 10 to 20 years what the
effects of this fire retardant chemical will have on our bodies.

For justice’s sake, we hope that the judge hasn’t been a vegetairan for
the past five years.







