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heap Thrills In Flint

|
| Tired of PBB diet? Try Merlins

nessperson with an established shop
in Flint as a co-signer and it was still
no go.

Being a woman certainly didn't
help. And then she was young. Strike
two. A vegetarian restaurant? Banks
don’t often reward uniqueness. So,
after being shunned by the banks she
managed to get a loan from a frienc
in California to start up.

But her troubles weren't over. She
was forced to deal with a landlord
who wanted a thousand dollar deposit
and tried to charge twice what the
storefront was worth in rent, then on
top of that had about six months of

She had this great idea, see, she
would open a vegetarian restaurant
in the heart of a seething, carni-
vorous metropolic. Right in the mid-
dle of Burgerland, Tina and Jamie
Lytle would start a restaurant whose
only meaty menu item would be a
tongue-in-cheek “‘Happy Tuna'
sandwich (the tuna's happy because
its still in the sea). Are you getting
the picture?

Tina, 26, got the inspiration from
L.A. (Los Angeles to the uninitiated)
during what amounted to a six-year
hiatus from the multiple charms and

intoxicating atmosphere of Buick- Tina Lytle serves up this month's cheap thrill. cleaning and restoration renovation
town. Then while visiting here a little work to do.
over a year ago, lo and behold! She siasm. Or at least respect her credit who in the final analysis determine Jamie and Tina persisted, though,
perceived a change in Flint, for the rating. what will go here and what won’t. and business the first month has
better. You see, it seems Tina had a hard “Merlin’s what?’’ the bankers been good. It won't be easy for them
“1 thought something like this time securing a loan to launch **Mer- asked. And they weren't too thrilled to make a go of Merlin's Retreat” in
could really make it here now,"”” Tina  lin's Retreat’’, now open for business once they found out. At every bank Flint, it certainly hasn’t been easy so
said. at Detroit Street and Fifth Avenue Tina went to here in Flint. and she far, but with a little help from their
Its too bad Flint banks didn’t share  after a year of struggle and repeated went to them all, she was turned friends—and our readers—it can
this young energetic woman's enthu-  rejections by the monied institutions down. She even had another busi- work.
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