Every Breath

You Take

Forget about 1984—what’s Big Brother doing in 1985?

by Bill Weinberg and
Joseph Zackelle

“Every move you make, every
breath you take, I'll be waiching
vou' —The Police

s we flipped our calendars to
January this vear, many of us were
breathing a sigh of relief that the

telescreens haven't arrived yet. Yet for some,

that sense of relief is clouded by the possi-
bility  that are being watched and
manipulated in more subtle and insidious

Perhaps Big Brother needn’t take the

form of the mustachioed dictator of Orwell’s

nightmares. The corporate state is controlling
us by means which we take for granted—even
seen as mere modern convenience

Some of these means involve simple
stealth. Some we openly cooperate with. Not
only a Americans  today scrutinized,
counted, recorded and questioned by more
government agencies, law enforcement of-
ficials and social scientists than ever before,
but a quickly increasing percentage of our
day-to-day activities leave distinct tracks in
the memories of computer networks. The
government has the equivalent of fifteen files
on every household in America and computer
records of our monetary transactions are no
longer limited to airline flights and car ren-

Your daily grocery shopping, if not

already subject to this phenomenon, will be

500N,

You Are What You
Consume

At the new super-market in your area, does
the cashier skim over the universal product
code of your purchases with a laser-scanner
built into the check-out counter? Take a look

we

ways

tals.

at that receipt from your last trip to the new
shopping-mall. You will find all of your pur-
chases itemized, right down 1o the brand
name of each product.

The advent of unmiversal product codes
speeds up the check-out line and eliminates
jobs—instead of having to hire somebody 10
change the price on products, the store can
punch the change into the computer. It also
enables computerized inventory systems to
keep track of everything you buy. These
records tell a great deal about contraception
{and hence the frequency and orientation of
your sexual activities) and even your tastes in
literature {(and hence a gleaning of your
political beliefs). Books and magazines often

| radicals—and keep track of what they are

reading. Files containing such records can
casily be called up by anybody who is fairly
competent with a computer keyboard and

| allegedly using the system for the routine and

““legitimate”’
book.

The computerized inventory and universal
product code systems were designed with an
eye towards simplifying money transactions.
Cash, checks and credit cards are falling out
of favor because they are time consuming
and/or easily stolen or forged. Bank
cards—handy plastic strips with magnetized
codes—are being heralded as the wave of the
future.

purpose of locating a library

Universal product codes enable computerized
inventory systems to keep track of everything
vou buy. These records tell a great deal about
contraception (and hence the frequency and
orientation of your sexual activities) and even
your tastes in literature (and hence a gleaning of
vour political beliefs). By knowing what, when
and where you shop , the authorities can know

your life.

have universal product codes today as well,
and are itemized on your receipt (and their
computer) right down to the title and author

Computerized inventory systems are, by
the way, often employed at libraries too. A
brief overview of records can enable local
instantly

authorities  to identify local
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Bank cards currently enable vou to use
those convenient automatic tellers so that
you can withdraw cash after the bank has
closed. You can even withdraw from the seat
of your car. You can even smile for the
camera: all automatic tellers are equipped |

with closed-circuit television which can |
8004-1330-00

video-tape every withdrawl, every transac-
tion, twenty-four hours a day, at the bank’'s
choice. Think about that the next time you
walk by one.

Plastic will soon replace paper back at the
shopping mall. Money will be directly
deducted from your bank account as your
bank card is inserted into the cash register
and you enter your personal identification
number (PIN code). Large chain stores will
be the first to operate on this level, but as the
practice filters down, plain old greenbacks
will come closer to obsolescence—and it will
become harder and harder 1o avoid dealing
with banks, hide your income or work off the
books.

It will also mean that vour bank’s com-
puter will be linked with that of the shopping
center’s inventory system.

If these files are around, they will become
available to the police or the IRS. The IRS
already has access 1o your bank files. By
knowing what, when and where vou shop
and make other money transactions, the
authorities can know vour life.

Last Fair Deal In the
Country

Freedom in America has been maintained
by mobility—the ability to pull up the roots
and start over somewhere else, leaving your
past behind you. In this age of national
police computers, that freedom is greatly
limited; warrants now follow us all around
the nation. Wit creasing use of computers
in the economic sphere, that freedom
threatens to wither entirely. The emerging
system will allow authorities to trace the flow
of people and dollars from sea to shining sea.

Recent programs have hastened this pro-
cess. Already American cities and states are
using computers to track and snare tax-
evaders. New York City is using computers to
check lists of business tax payers against lists
of property tax payers, or check lists of one
year's tax payers against another year's. This
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