Racism & American Politics

VERY POLITICAL cam-

paign, because of the very nature

of the exercise, produces a cer-
tain amount of hypocrisy. When can-
didates try to move the masses by extol-
ling their own virtues, we should expect
that some words will sound louder than
the speaker's actions.

Even though we insist upon truth,
honesty and morality as political cri-
teria, we are not optimistic about getting
politicians to measure up to those ideals.
Politicians, in turn, never admit to
words or deeds that violate those stan-
dards, and that's how hypocrisy oozes
into the political process.
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Typically, the usual amount of polit-
ical hypocrisy is tolerable because it can
be dismissed as harmless. On some im-
portant occasions, however, in-
congruence between public posturing
and actual performance must be exposed
and destroyed before it becomes dan-
gerously demoralizing.

American society is often described as
racist. According to the generally ac-
cepted definition of racism, a society is
racist when race becomes a determinant
of a human being's worth and capacity,
and a particular race is deemed to be in-

herently superior to all others.

In this country, wherever non-white
communities are large enough to con-
stitute a potential threat of power and
influence, deliberate and systematic
steps are taken to establish and maintain
what has come to be called *“‘white
supremacy."” Whenever conditions per-
mitted, white supremacy was instituted
as a matter of law, and at other times,
white supremacy became established by
custom and tradition. Non-whites were
relegated to a condition of powerlessness
and concomitant inferiority at various
times and places simply because they
were red, black, yellow or brown. Jews,
regardless of color, were looked upon as
an alien race and suffered the same fate.

Acting out of ignorance, ignominy or
both, many Americans deny that they
are members of a racist society. Because
of the continuing social and economic
polarization of our country, it is becom-
ing easier for most affluent whites to
deny that they are racist. If one rarely
sees or interacts with persons of another
race, the fault, if any, must lie with
someone else. But, as anyone who has
ever suffered the ravages of racism
knows, it is possible to adjust to an in-
dividual who looks down upon other
people, but a racist society or system is
dehumanizing and destructive.

At times, repressed races in this coun-
try have rebelled against the conditions
imposed upon them. It can be said that
some of the more flagrant examples of
racism have been eliminated or brought
under greater control. But it must also
be emphasized that absolute eguality
between the races is a long way from
achievement.

In the continuing struggle for racial

equality, ethnic minorities have tried to
protect themselves against racial repres-
sion in two basic ways. By banding
together in ethnic enclaves, ‘‘ghettoes,””
minorities sought to maximize their
strength in defending themselves against
their oppressors by using their cultural
bonds to assist one another against a
commeon enemy. The other tactic was to
reach out whenever possible in attempts
to cause a change in the attitudes and ac-
tions of those who were exerting domi-
nion over the lives of the oppressed.

Regardless of the tactics used, the
ultimate goal was the same - if not full
equality, at least freedom from oppres-
sion by racial supremacists.

Some minority leaders believe that
racism can be eliminated through com-
plete social and economic integration.
That was Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s
dream. That dream is widely under-
stood, and it is still shared by millions of
people of all races and religions.

On the other hand, some minority
leaders believe that the white suprem-
acists who wield power will never agree
to share it voluntarily and that racial
repression can be avoided only by a
strict separation of the races. That argu-
ment is widely understood by racial
minorities, but it is quickly rejected by
whites who cannot bring themselves to
agree with its implications.

Rev. Jesse Jackson, a close associate
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been
campaigning for president on a platform
which emphasizes a demand to the end
of racist practices at home and abroad.
In spite of the overwhelming political
odds against Jackson, millions of
Americans have enthusiastically sup-
ported his candidacy. Among those

assisting Jackson is Louis Farrakhan,
the leader of the Nation of Islam, a
black separatist movement. Farrakhan,
in his own style, has compared racism in
America with that practiced by Hitler
and has enraged many people by pro-
claiming that America’s ‘‘greatness’
and the *‘greatness’’ of Hitler were built
upon the same base of “‘wickedness."”

Walter Mondale, Gary Hart, editorial
writers and other opinionmakers across
our land have not been calling for an end
to racism. That piece of unfinished
business, which has proven to be a life-
and-death matter for millions of op-
pressed minorities throughout the
world, occupies an invisible place on the
agenda of those who already possess
economic and political power.

Those same powerful forces, who
have provided the historical basis for the
exercise of white supremacy, are
demanding that Jesse Jackson repudiate
Louis Farrakhan. They would like
nothing better than to divide the minori-
ty groups who are continuing to fight for
fundamental changes in a society which
denies them the right to full lives and
freedom.

Coming from those who fully domin-
ate and control the structure of
American society, the demand upon
Jackson for the repudiation of Farra-
khan is blatant hypocrisy, and in and of
itself racism at its worse.

It would be better for this country and
the rest of the world to be governed by
what Jesse Jackson has been calling the
“‘Rainbow Coalition.”” Jackson’s cam-
paign has also made it plain that the
Rainbow Coalition will never be formed
from the top down. L
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