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Flint-M guards ask

to carry guns

by Michael Moore

The Flint VOICE has learned that
the University of Michigan—Flint
security force has made a formal
request to carry guns on the campus.

Fred Roll, director of Safety for Flint
University of Michigan has confirmed
that his department is asking the Flint
Police Department to deputize his
security guards and that they be
allowed to carry guns as a part of their
“‘safety function’’.

“'In order to be a good officer, one
must be able to carry the tools of the
trade,’” Roll told the VOICE.

The move to wear handguns comes
at a time when the Flint U. of M.
security force is faced with mounting
oppesition to their heavy-handed
approach in dealing with people on the
campus. Students are outraged at the
excessive amount of parking tickets
and other hassles they receive for
simple infractions such as hanging a
poster in the wrong place.

The guards have also prohibited or
restricted groups from distributing
handbills, meeting on campus and
exercising basic first amendment
rights of free speech and assembly.

The major questions that exists is
whether or not there is enough serious
crime to warrant the issuance of

ACLU fi

by Doug Cunninngham

As a result of an investigation by the
VOICE into police spying in Flint
(reported in our November cover
story), the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) has filed suit in U.S.
District Court here to end the Flint
Police Department's involvement with
the Law Enforcement Intelligence Unit
(LEIU). Our investigation centered on
the LEIU, citing proof that the secret
spy network kept files on people who
did nothing but exercise their
constitutional rights to freedom of
speech and political association.

The ACLU failed to credit the
VOICE with having uncovered LEIU
spving in Flint, as did the established
news media in town. Despite having
hand-delivered press releases to both
the Flint Journal and TV-12 along with
copies of the November issue (which
featured the LEIU story on the cover),
both arms of the so-called '*working
press'’ ignored the news.

The VOICE uncovered Flint's LEIU
political spying in an interview with
city Ombudsman Joe Dupcza during
the course of an investigation that also
led to Flint Mayor James Rutherford,

Police Chief Max Durbin, Special
Operations Bureau head Lt. Ron
Fernelious and former chief Louis

Szabo. Fernalious and Szabo refused
the talk, even though Rutherford had
referred us to Szabo saying ‘‘he's the
man that frequently went to LEIU
conventions’’. Fernelious was ordered

Patrolmen carrying guns on the Flint U
of M campus? A decision is expected
so00n.

handguns to the security guards.
After a close examination of the files
of the Flint U. of M. Safety
department, the VOICE discovered the
following:
@® In the past year, there has not
been one single assault, burglary,
arson, fraud, auto theft, or homoside
on the Flint U. of M. campus.
® There have been no incidents or
offenses in seventeen other criminal
categories (embezzlement, forgery,
threats, larcenty from parking meters,
etc.) ;
@® There have been, though, six
cases of indecent exposure, five
*‘suspicious sex-motivated persons’’,
one case of sodomy, and one
disorderly person.

With such little criminal activity on
the campus, why the need to carry
guns?

“‘Prevention,”’ Roll said. ‘*We want
to make sure nothing ever does
happen. We have to remember that
like Wayne State, we are an urban
campus, in the middle of downtown
Flint.""

A recent study by the Mott
Foundation, though, found downtown
Flint to be one of the safest places in.
the country. The low crime statistics at

Flint U. of M. also bear this fact out.

One crime fighting area that the
Flint U. of M. security force seems
adept at is the the parking violation. In
the past year, 1,914 parking tickets
were written, bringing in a total of
nearly $10,000 in fines. This racket is a
guaranteed moneymaker considering
how the university has only a few
hundred parking spaces for its 4,000
commuter students.

With parking violations being the
main function of the security force,
many students feel there is no reason
to need guns to write a parking ticket.

Again, Roll stressed the
‘‘prevention’’ aspect.

*'1 want some of my guards to be
Flint Police officers so they can make
arrests. And part of being an officer is
the carrying of a gun."’

Flint Police Chief Max Durbin, when
contacted by the VOICE, said that,
while supporting the deputizing of U.
of M. security guards, he had *‘serious
reservations’’ about them
guns on the campus.

Futhermore, it appears that the
Flint U. of M. administration is
strongly opposed to the possession of
guns by the guards. A decision is
expected soon that will veto Roll's
request for the firearms.

carrying

es LEIU suit to stop spying

not to talk to us by his boss Max
Durbin.

Dupcza told us he found an LEIU file
that contained information on the
travels and political affiliations of a
Flint woman in 1976. There have also
been other files of a political nature
kept by the police. Those files
included, according to the
Ombudsman’s report, “*not only files
on the U.S. Labor Party, but on other
private groups and individuals as well,
including some councilpersons’”.

When Dupcza got wind of those
police files he notified them that he
intended to inspect them and they
were promtly burned by the police.

Both Chief Durbin and Mayor
Rutherford denied any knowledge of
such activity and pledged not to allow
that to happen in the future. And they
added that it isn’t happening now.

Nevertheless, nothing ever happen-
ed back in ‘76 to prosecute those
responsible for maintaining the files or
the people who destroyed them before
Dupcza could inspect them. Therefore,
there is nothing to insure that such
activity isn’t continuing right now.

In fact, nearly everyone in town with
excepttion of Dupcza, the VOICE and
now the ACLU don’t seem to be taking
the matter seriously.

Despite that, though, the LEIU is
under scrutiny in several cities across
the nation by civil libertarians and
anti-spying  activists. Watch the
VOICE for future updates.

—*‘yessiree, just in time for

comp d to keep tabs on everybody who's anybody! All ya
gotta say is ‘repeal the first amendment’ and this little baby Is yours!"’
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Christmas—the all new LEIU







