BandAid,
Erotic GCity

by Dave Marsh
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Unfortunately, the ish supergroups
formed to record the “Do They Know
It's Christmas?” s

single, all proceeds
from which are being used to purchase
food for starving Ethiopians, selected a
name that's all too appropriate: Band
Aid. Ethiopia isn't suffering from a cut
or scrape; its difficulties are the result
: g wound that engulfs not
t country and the Horn of
but most of the world

millions of malnourished
Americans) as well. Nor does the
problem fundamentally stem from
drought or a lack or arable land. The
extremely unequal
distribution of resources, at home and
abroad

Even if rock performers and other
citizens raise many millions of dollars

issue is the

They selected a
name that’s all to ap-
propriate: Band Aid.

for immediate Ethiopian relief, and
even if that money is rapidly and
efficiently converted to food, and even
if that food is rapidly and efficiently
distributed to the hungry (a sequence
of happy coincidences on which the
odds are long), the basic problem with
all hunger charity will remain: donated
food is eaten up and isn't replaced.
Nor is world hunger an accident. As
Dan Morgan details in his excellent
Grain  Merchants, the U.S
government and the major multina-
tional grain companies such as Cargill
have worked together for many years
to destroy the agricultural base of
Third World nations, thereby ensuring
big profits for the grain dealers they
must buy from and making the under-
developed countries highly susceptible
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State
food
weapon”). What countries like Ethiopia

to US. political control (the
Department calls it “the

need is a modern agricultural system
not to produce cash crops for export
but to feed their own people.

But the rise of the rock audience as a
political force, though currently diffuse
and uncoordinated, has created a
situation with unique potential. It's
now clear that rock performers and
their fans can work together toward
common goals. By tapping into the
struggles of the unemeployed and the
hungry, Bruce Springsteen is currently
showing us all an effective alternative
to the band aid approach. Ever since an
RRC-arranged meeting with
steelworker Ron Weisen in Pittsburgh,
Springsteen has met with union and
community leaders on each stop of his
tour. In many cases he has given them
money, which can be crucial. The
$10,000 he donated to Dr. Jorge
O’Leary’s medical clinic in Morendi,
Arizona, prevented the good doctor
from being run out of town, where he
is a key leader in the 16-month strike
against Phelps-Dodge Copper. But
what's even more important, and to
our knowledge unprecedented, is that
Springsteen takes the time (glmost a full
day in the case of the Steelworkers
Oldtimers Food Bank in Los Angeles)
to get to know emerging leaders in his
audience and what they are up to. This
relfects a very different strategy than
Band Aid —it's based on helping
people solve their own problems.

RRC is, of course, enthusiastic about
all expressions of human concern for
others. What is needed, however, is for
performer and fan to go to work in
America — to develop the
organizational clout to reverse policies
that create famine abroad and leave so
many hungry here. (The U.S.
government buys and stores $275,000

worth of dairy products every hour,
while 224,000 Chicagoans seek
emergency food handouts each
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Band-Aid

month.) Organizing for such dramatic
change requires a lot more
concentrated effort and long-term
commitment than just cutting a single
or writing a check. But it does have a
single advantage over every other
approach: it works.
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DUCK ROCK . “Erotic City,” the
B-side of Prince’s hit “Let’'s Go Crazy,”
has been getting quite a bit of airplay
around the country despite lyrics like
We can fuck until the dawn/Making
love until the cherry’s gone.” It seems
that Warner promo men told stations
that the word fick, which is used 14
times in the song, is actually funk. This
led Radio and Records editor Ken Barnes,
a very funky guy himself, to observe,
That's the first time | ever heard funk
rhyme with duck.”

THE CRADLE WILL ROCK . . . Rick
Alley’s wife liked Prince’s hit “1999" so
much that she went out and bought the
albums. As she and her husband sat
listening to it in their Cincinnati home,
they were shocked at the explicit lyrics
of “Let's Pretend We're Married” and
rushed to turn down the volume before
their 12-year-old daughter and 7-year-
old son could pick up on the words.
Later the Alleys went to the Delshire
Elementary School PTA and proposed
that some type of warnings, or ratings,
be placed on album covers to alert
buyers to the contents. In June 1984
the PTA’s national convention passed a
resolution calling on the record in-
dustry to rate and label material con-
taining “profanity, sex, violence, or
vulgarity.” In October the PTA’s na-
tional office issued a press release to
that effect and proposed setting up a
ratings panel of industry represen-
tatives and consumers.

For 30 years rock & roll has been tak-
ing the rap for the problems the onset
of puberty brings home to parents. But
rock & roll didn't create the biological
fact that sex can get you into a lot of

trouble or be used in humiliating,
debasing ways — it just sometimes
reflects that reality. Nor does rock &
roll create the opportunity to use sex as
a way to experience profound joy and
express deep love — it only mirrors
that possibility.

We share the Alleys’ concern over
adolescents rushing headlong into an
adult world permeated by sex and
violence. But shielding our children
from images of sex and violence will
only warp their outlook and make
them ill-equipped to deal with the real
world. If the PTA is successful in im-
plementing its plan, any ratings panel
will be dominated by Moral Majority
types, because they're the only ones
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““That’s the first time
I ever heard funk
rhyme with duck.”

already organized around such issues.
Such a panel will only reinforce the
idea that morality equals a lack of sex-
ual references, a ludicrous formulation
in a world on the brink of nuclear
holocaust, and in which hundreds of
millions are hungry or illiterate.

If a ratings system comes into ex-
istence, children will be “protected”
from a lot more than Prince’s often
puerile view of sex. A record like Cold
Blooded by Rick James will be censored
despite its moving plea for world unity
because it also contains a proposal for a
menage a trois. Don Henley's all-too-
appropriate “Johnny Can't Read” will
never make it past the censors because
it shares album space with “You Better
Hang Up.” a song about a married’






