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Voice Lives,
World Is Round

Dear Michigan Voice:

I left Michigan some five years ago at
the age of seventeen only to be thrown
into the merdiless clutches of the dreaded
“real world.” Having grown up in the
Downriver area where the world is be-
lieved to be flat and you risk falling off
once past Elizabeth Park, I am so pleased
to have returned and been introduced to
the Michigan Voice.

From reading this latest issue [ gather
the MV has been around since [ was a
member of the Flat Earth Sodety (a victim
of my environment — please). | had to re-
locate to Arizona and California before I
learned of periodicals called “alternative
newspapers”. Now I'm back in Michigan,
this time in Ann Arbor, with much to
learn about my home state and the people
who live here. In any event, | gladly em-
brace my copy of the Voice and look for-
ward to my new sub.

I would also like to respond to Dan
McPhail's letter in the JunefJuly issue. [
don't have an eight year history of reading
the MV (does my perusal of one issue
allow me equal time?) but I do have a five
year dedication to some alternative news-
papers in Phoenix and more recently San
Frandisco and Berkeley. [ have made the
same observations about these news-
papers that Mr. McPhail has made re-
garding the Voice and I think he has raised
a valid point for all of us to examine.

You will get no argument from me that
this place — yes, that's Planet Earth — is

being masticated slowly but surely by the
colossal beast known as "THEM". [
needn't list the many “nicknames” for this
monster. But please give me a hand and
let me know what this “average working
stiff” (ahem! as Mr. McPhail put it) can do
besides bitch and say “yeah, yeah.”

I'm all for balance in articles. Tell me
the negative side(s) of an issue but also
give me some practical things I can do to

| help. Give me some inkling of hope that

there is something I can do about it; some
action [ can take.

None of us have the answers but in-
dividual efforts do add up. Or don't they?
Am [ being simple-minded and idealistic? I
really don't think so.

Also, RIGHT ON with more women
writers at the MV [ look forward to see-
ing a balance of male and female writers
in every issue.

Thanks for your time and space,
Suzanne Porath
Ann Arbor

Thanks for
Greenpeace

Dear Voice,

I support the people of Greenpeace.
They are visitors who came to Bay Gity in
a travel-worn, 70-year: old wooden ship
to raise our consciousness and to show
their concern with what we are allowing
to happen here. The pollution in our
water and air is not their fight, but the
concern of all of us. Some people think
that they have come here to try to shut
down Dow Chemical. At least the indivi-
duals who shout abuses at them or throw
bottles at their ship think so. That is not
their purpose.

They are rion-violent, enlightened peo-

ple who are trying to tell us that there is a
higher law than Michigan’s. This higher
law says that it is wrong to pour millions
of gallons of toxic chemicals (benzene,
chloroform dioxin, PBB, etc) no matter
how “diluted” with river water — into a
public stream. Where do the people of
Bay City think their drinking water comes
from1 A sizeable part of it comes from the
Dow Chemical discharge pipes in Mid-
land. If I were to stand in Wenona Park
and pour barrels of dioxin, chloroform,
benzene, cyanide or any other poisons in-
to the Saginaw River, people would think
that I was insane and [ would be arrested
— no matter how “carefully” I diluted the
poisons with the river water. 100 pounds
or 10,000 pounds of toxic chemicals are
still harmful and dangerous no matter
how much water that you mix them with.
They dont go away, but continue to
gradually poison whatever animal or per-
son drinks the water. (One million gallons
per day come out of one 48-inch Dow pipe.

This is the pipe the people from
Greenpeace were trying to cap when ar-
rested by Dow security guards. Why
doesn’t Dow Chemical use recyced waste
water within their plants for their chemical
processes, rather than dump chemical
wastes into the Tittabawassee River? Is it
only to save money and increase profits?
If it's because the caustic chemicals will
damage their pipes and machinery —
then a sane person would ask — What are
these chemicals doing to the Tittabawasee
River and our own body “pipes™? Do you
think the officials of Dow drink Bay City
tap water or eat the fish from the Saginaw
Bay? Dow daims that the dioxins in the
river come from combustion of wastes in
indnerators and not from their plants. The
dioxins only show up downstream of

Midland and not before the river goes
through the Dow Plants.

What right does Dow have to take a
public stream and tumn it into a toxic sewer
solely because they met the minimum re-
quirements of Michigan law and diluted
their chemdials with enough previously
clean river water? It's madness!

Man is the only “sane” animal who
fouls his home with his waste. We are
feeding this to our children every day in
the food that they eat and in the water
that they drink. It doesn't have to be this
way. We are not powerless. The Saginaw
River is not Dow’s — or anyone else’s per-
sonal sewer.

The Greepeace people are just here to

“remind us that we must fight to protect
our resources. A few hundred concerned
and involved dtizens could free “our
hostage river”.

John Witucki
Bay City

Fair Treatment
For Lifers

Dear Editor:

[ would like to let you know how
much [ enjoyed the May issue of Michigan
Voice. My wife noticed it at her grocery
store in Rockford. She reports that there
were no copies left a few days later.

As you will see from the enclosures, we
are engaged in an eftort to secure fair
treatment for prisoners who have made a
good record while serving “natural life”
for 1st-degree murder.

Our concern is for those like myself
who killed a person close to them after
months or years of extreme emotional
stress. We do not indude those who may
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