son Chris also sitting in a patrol car.

Barbara Hathaway said she received
terrible treatment from Thomas
Fischaber, who was the officer in
charge of the I-Unit at the time. He had
arrived after the raid.

“I thought we had a Constitution in
the United States,” she told the Voice
“When they can do anything they
want, no matter if you're a taxpayer or
not, vou have no rights. They broke
our Constitutional rights. It's just not
right that anybody can just break into
your house and arrest everybody.”

The Hathaways arrived at the Lapeer
County jail approximately 10:30 p.m.
except for Richard, who took a trip to
the hospital first. Teresa was jailed as
was Chris. Barbara, Shelly, Trina and
Danielle went to the jail to try to get
Teresa out. Eventually they
and return home between
three in the morning.

succeed
two and

From Bad to Worse
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The Police Version

I-Unit officer Steven Kress is not im-
pressed with Hathaway's description of
the events. Kress is now the officer in
charge of the -Unit. Thomas Fischaber
has moved to thc Lapeer city
force

When we got there everything was

police

under control Kress told the
.\'.J.r:ui |
my \1\.\‘ [

and the

arted talkin’ on that

ey st I got hit

the head with the
Lacey, he was
head with bathroom

tt‘it‘[‘]h\".t'

receiver and banged

over the

scales..How many
have to get hit
something about it?’

Lapeer County Prosecutor Nick
Holowka says, “This is currently under
litigation and | cant comment on the
lawsuit. | don't really understand why
the lawsuit is being commented upon
before it is being litigated.

“They're litigating something in the
newspapers,” Holowka said, “and |
think it has to be decided in the courts.”

When asked if the county of Lapeer
has a systematic pattern of abusing civil
liberties, he immediately fired off this
comment:

“l can say as the prosecuting attorney
of this county that there is no de facto
pohc}' of pum.‘hin_\: Pt‘nplt‘ with the
police allowed to do anything they
want.’

Steve Kress was equally adamant

Any person that would believe that”

times do you
before you do

v Family:

metl 2l
somethin

there's gotta be

n

declared

em. | mean

There's

g wrong wit
vou just don't dn those things
no policy like that where if you don't
cooperate with me y
vour ass beat.

“In this community we don't go in
there, kick ass, and ask questions later.
We just talk to them sensibly

going to get

“Sir, 1 never spoke to this man
(Kress),” Richard Hathaway told the
Voice. Lacey Brown is no longer an
1-Unit office I
criminal char;
were dismissed

But Brown figures heavily
case. He was descr
various sources as a “basket case,” “real
“super-narc.” He is the one
who allegedly layed Richard Hathaway

ibed to me by

scum” and
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out and into an epileptic seizure. He's
the one who allegedly threatened to
kick the door in and then broke a
screen to enter the Hathaway home.
He confronted Chris, which began the
violence.

Brown was not cooperative when
the Hathaways filed their suit. He fail-
ed to appear for his federal court
deposition and was sanctioned by U S.
District Judge Stewart Newblatt.

Brown was then forced to make
himself available for deposition in
southeastern Michigan at a time and
place and date set by the Hathaways.
He was tined fifty dollars and was told
it he didn't show up that time all the
allegations against him in the suit
would be presumed true

Actions like that and Newblatt's
reputation as a fairminded judge who
knows the law have convinced at-

torney Emery Jacques that he will win

. the real sources.

"

P P [ P o Fpae
Wouy Jl_‘.ﬂ,!‘Iu:u Arug pusners:

his case. In Lapeer, Jacques had to deal
with former District Judge John Spires,
a former prosecutor who used to ride
around in the I-Unit van writing war-
rants on the spot for dramatic, though
small-time, drug busts.

Three separate sources confirmed
that bit of peculiar judicial behavior.
Davison attorney David Nelson was
one of them. Nelson has defended
clients in I-Unit busts.

“You've got to be nuts to use drugs
in Lapeer County,” Nelson says, “One
out of every four people is a narc.”

Nelson is convinced there’s a pro-
blem with the I-Unit. “There’s just a
pattern of successive abuse and an utter
misuse of whatever authority they do
have,” Nelson says, “They've never hit
It's always the kids
with dime bags. Why don't they get
the people at the top?”

“It's a violation of judicial ethics,”

“The police were just completely
terrorizing the family. It just went from
bad to worse. Then it became a
coverup.”






